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Pastor 
Russell 

                                         
 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

           Inerasable? 
 

“So [the prodigal son] got up and went to his father. But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”     Luke 15:20 

     On July 23, 1974, our 
nation was on the cusp of 
one of its greatest political 
scandals, with The 
Supreme Court preparing 
to order President Nixon 
to surrender tape 
recordings of White House 
conversations about 
Watergate. 
     When the tapes were 
finally released, 
frustratingly, vital minutes 
of the key discussions had 
been wiped clean. 
Accidently or deliberately, 
either way Nixon resigned 
before impeachment 
proceedings could begin, 
and the new President, 
Gerald Ford, sought to put 
the whole affair behind us 
by quickly pardoning his 
predecessor. 
     It may be currently 
popular, depending on 
your political stripe, to 
compare our President 

now with President Nixon. 
That is not my point here.  
     For while Watergate 
may have emboldened 
journalists to expose the 
dubious behavior of those 
in power, and that must 
surely be a good thing, the 
theological point is that 
few of us live lives that 
could bear investigative 
scrutiny and emerge 
unindicted.      
     Most of us have done 
things, accidently or on 
purpose, that have left 
people wounded and 
broken. Even if there were 
no evidence of a 
misdemeanor, we would 
need only examine our 
hearts to know that our 
intentions are not always 
pure. 
     Sadly, God is sometimes 
portrayed as the worst 
type of investigator, 
searching for some 

evidence of wrongdoing 
and keen to prosecute us 
on all our faults. But in one 
of the most enduring 
stories Jesus ever told, God 
is described as a father 
who loves us even when 
we've harmed him, the one 
who is forever ready to 
run down the road and 
embrace us and forgive us 
the many times we have 
messed up. 
     It's not that God simply 
disregards whatever we 
have done, nor is it that we 
can ignore the need to 
amend our lives or put 
things right, but were 
there really some heavenly 
tape-recording of the 
secrets that would 
incriminate us all, 
wouldn’t God all too 
readily erase the worst 
and let us start again? 
 
(Column continues below) 
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(Column continues below) 

 

   

 

Inerasable? 
(Column continues) 
Dear God,  
We all have figurative 
recordings that haunt our  
 
 

imaginations and play 
through the darkest hours.      
     Embrace and forgive us 
in this new morning, wipe       
                                                               
 

us clean that we might 
begin this day afresh. 
Amen. 
--Pastor Russell Atkinson 

Celebrating a 30th anniversary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by 

Alex Mullin 
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Pastor Atkinson was taken by surprise in early June when he was presented with a cake 

marking his 30th year as a Pastor. Barbara O’Connell and Jane Todd arranged for the 

cake. He was ordained June 11, 1989.  

Russell told people after Church he was “gobsmacked” by the surprise. Apparently his 

mother told Dawn Hearn about the milestone and it snowballed from there. Here are 

two photos from the surprise celebration. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating a Confirmation 
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The church’s two Confirmands, Patrick Quinn and  Mike Regan were officially welcomed into the church as its newest 

members on Pentecost Sunday.  The two have joined several Confirmands from Covenant United Methodist Church on a 

spiritual and academic journey that culminated in the June 9 Confirmation ceremony. Confirmation is an individual’s first 

public affirmation of the grace of God in baptism and acceptance of that grace by faith. The Confirmands took classes with 

Pastor Atkinson on Christian doctrine, theology, Methodist history, stewardship and Bible study. Below are several photos 

from the June 9 ceremony and celebration.  
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Patrick Quinn 

(center) and Mike 

Regan (right) 

pose with Pastor 

Russell Atkinson 

outside the 

church in front of 

the church sign 

announcing their 

Confirmation. 

 

Photos by     

 Alex Mullin

No church event is complete without a cake (left). Above, 

Patrick receives a welcome from the pastor. 
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At left, Mike is officially welcomed as 

a new church member by the pastor 

while his family looks on.  

Below, Pastor Atkinson presents the 

two Confirmands to the 

congregation.  

The church also celebrated the day 

with a Pentecostal picnic after 

services on the patio.  



 
 
 
 

 
Now there’s 
room for 
dancing…. 
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Our church sanctuary underwent an almost magical transformation 

in June when the first efforts of a Sanctuary Renovation Project were 

implemented.  Several pews were removed in the front and back 

with the front pews replaced with chairs. The flooring underneath 

the removed rear pews was cleaned and polished, creating much-

needed space and offering a whole new feel to our worship service. 

Closed windows to the Narthex were also opened, giving an even 

more airy feel to the sanctuary.  Here are a few photos from the pew 

removal.  



  
 

 

A pre-service hymn sing will take place at each service  

July Sunday services 

Sunday, July 7, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion, Miller #2257)               
2 Kings 5:1-14; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  
Sermon: “An Outrageous Spin in the Event” Pastor Atkinson 
662 “Stand Up and Bless the Lord” 
386 “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown”  
378 “Amazing Grace” 
Sunday, July 14, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17, Luke 10:25-37  
Sermon: “Go and Do Likewise” Pastor Atkinson 
577 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
432 “Jesu, Jesu” 
427 “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 

 Sunday, July 21, Sixth Sunday After Pentecost        
Amos 8:1-12, Luke 10:38-42  
Sermon: “What Do You Need?” Pastor Atkinson 
103 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
441 “What Does the Lord Require” 
592 “When the Church of Jesus” 

Sunday, July 28, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Hosea 1:2-10, Luke 11:1-13  
Sermon: “When You Haven't Got a Prayer” Pastor Atkinson 
545 “The Church's One Foundation” 
405 “Seek Ye First” 
108 “God Hath Spoken by the Prophets” 
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A pre-service hymn sing will take place at each service  

August Sunday services 

Sunday, Aug. 4, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion, Miller, #2257) 
Hosea 11:1-11, Luke 12:13-21            
Sermon: “Self-Sufficiency” Pastor Atkinson 
126 “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 
121 “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” 
102 “Now Thank We All Our God” 
Sunday, Aug. 11, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20, Luke 12:32-40  
Sermon: “Letting Go” Pastor Atkinson 
413 “A Charge to Keep I Have” 
712 “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
730 “O Day of God, Draw Night  

Sunday, Aug. 18, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7, Luke 12:49-56  
Sermon: “When the Truth Is Rude” Pastor Atkinson 
361 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
142 “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” 
529 “How Firm a Foundation” 
Sunday, Aug. 25, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Luke 13:10-17 “ 
Sermon: “Rejoicing in The Wonderful” Pastor Atkinson 
731 “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”  
463 “Lord, Speak to Me” 
430  “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 
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…Tell to the Coming Generations  
 

2019 Annual Conference Report  
 
By Becky Harbison 
When Pastor Atkinson 
asked me to be our 
church’s lay 
representative to the 2019 
Annual Conference, I must 

admit that I wasn’t sure exactly what to 
expect or what my responsibilities would 
be.   
     On June 13th, the first day of 
Conference, when I set off in a driving rain 
and immediately became caught up in a 
massive traffic jam on the Blue Route, 
thanks to a jack-knifed tractor trailer, I was 
even less sure about this venture.        
     However, I eventually arrived safely at 
the Conference Center in Oaks, PA, 
purchased a cup of coffee, and settled in for 
what turned out to be a very rewarding 
couple of days. 
     First on the day’s agenda was the Laity 
Session for the approximately 400 lay 
delegates who were there.  Lead by David 
Koch, Conference Lay Leader, we heard 
reports from leaders of groups such as the 
United Methodist Men and Women, were 
given dates for upcoming Conference 
events, recognized the achievements of 
various lay members, and remembered laity 
leaders and workers who had passed away.      
     In keeping with the Conference theme 
“…tell to the coming generation”, keynote 
speaker Krystl Johnson presented her 

thoughts on the importance of the church 
meeting the needs of the younger 
generation. 
     After lunch, we were joined by about 400 
clergy members for a beautiful opening 
worship service led by Bishop Peggy 
Johnson.  The main speaker at that service 
was Samuel Longmire who discussed the 
challenges involved in reaching the younger 
generation and then presented several 
creative ideas for overcoming those 
challenges. 
     The latter half of the afternoon and part 
of the Thursday evening session, as well as 
segments of sessions on Friday and 
Saturday, were used to deal with the 
business of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference.  Clergy and lay delegates for 
the 2020 General Conference and for 
Jurisdictional Conference were elected 
during a long process involving many ballots 
and votes.   
    Also, resolutions such as those regarding 
the closing of two churches, clergy-related 
financial and retirement issues, and 
Conference social concerns were debated 
and voted on.  Although these matters took 
time, they were handled efficiently and 
respectfully, with any attendee wishing to 
speak given the opportunity to do so.   
 
(Report continues below)
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(Continued from above) 
 
     In addition to the things already 
mentioned, there were other highlights 
during my time at Annual Conference.   
     One was the Bishop’s “State of the 
Church/Conference” report, which was 
optimistic and encouraging.  At that time, 
the four District Superintendents also 
spoke, with our D.S. Dawn Taylor Storm 
giving a rousing and heartfelt account of the 
new initiatives and good works being 
accomplished on our South District.   
     Another highlight, occurring during the 
Friday session, was the keynote address 
presented by Derrick Luruth Scott, a 
dynamic young man from Jacksonville, FL. 
Referencing passages from Luke 24 and 1 
Samuel 3, he also addressed the issue of 
encouraging the younger generations to be 
actively involved in today’s church.   
     Among his points were the suggestions 
for the older generations to meet young 
people where they are, to help young 
people understand that God is always 
reaching out, to be available to the younger 

generation, and to be more accepting of 
their ideas. 
     A final highlight for me was the lovely 
service of recognition for retiring clergy 
held on Friday afternoon.  The 31 retirees 
were individually called to the front of the 
room, thanked for their years of faithful 
ministry, and invited to “pass on the 
mantle”, in the form of prayer shawls, to 
the men and women who would be 
ordained that evening. 
     Although I initially didn’t know what to 
expect at Annual Conference, it turned out 
to be a very worthwhile and fulfilling 
experience.  I was surprised at how well 
things were organized in order to keep over 
800 people focused on the tasks at hand.  I 
was impressed when I learned of the 
number of lay and clergy members, 
including our own Pastor Atkinson, who 
work tirelessly on Conference committees 
and events.  And I was gratified to witness 
the enthusiasm that the Conference 
attendees had for their Methodist faith.   
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The  view of the 
altar/speakers’ platform 
as lay delegates were 
gathering for the opening 
session.  
 
What the photo doesn’t 
show is the massive size of 
the room we were in. 
 
Photos by                    
Becky Harbison 



 
  

The prayer chain.  

Each week in our church bulletin, an insert provides the names of 

those for whom prayers have been requested.  

When the church office is made aware of a need, or when someone 

we know requests prayer, prayer chain members are notified. Those 

on the prayer chain are contacted by phone or e-mail.  As we go 

about our daily activities, each of us takes some time to think about and pray for those who 

need our prayers.   

If there is someone or something you like to add to prayer requests, contact the church office 

at 610-259-2104, or email office@dhum.org. To be part of the prayer chain, notify the church 

office and provide an email address or a way to notify you when requests are made.  

Church Membership    

  

    Bound in God’s Far Purpose 
 
Not alone we conquer, not alone we fall; 
in each loss or triumph lose or triumph all. Bound by God’s far purpose in one living whole, 
move we on together to the shining goal. 
 
Frederick Lucian Hosmer, 1908 
 
     Have you considered joining Drexel Hill United Methodist Church? We would love to 
count you with us. 
      If you have been attending Drexel Hill Church for a while and would now like to consider 
membership, then a discussion group with you in mind will be meeting on Sunday, July 7 
and 14, 9 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study. Make your interest known to Mr. Atkinson. 
     For those of you who have been attending for years without joining, please inform Mr. 
Atkinson – there is a way for your name to quietly slide onto the church rolls – but 
nevertheless, all United Methodists get up in front of the congregation at some point and 
promise to support the ministries with prayers, presence, gifts, and service.      
     By God’s good blessing, we have been put here together to share this time and place. We 
would rejoice to have you join. 
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Be an Altar Flower Angel  
     You can be an angel by delivering altar flowers to someone who could use some 

beauty in their day.  You can also provide those flowers.  Ask Sally Mullin or Cindy 

Carper for an open week.  The cost this year to order flowers is $30. 

 

 
Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
Counters for the Collection Plates        Diane Whitehead          whitehead.diane@gmail.com 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 

If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact 
Pastor Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your 
interest area. 
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The following thank you note was received by Jane Todd from Family and Community Service of Delco: 

 
Good morning Jane; 

 On behalf of Family & Community Service of Delco and the individuals we serve, I would like to sincerely thank you for 

your donation to our HIV/AIDS program.  As you know, this donation will be used to meet our clients’ needs not 

supported by state or federal funding.  Last year we used the donation to provide Care Bags for our clients and they were 

very appreciative of this.  We plan on using this donation for the same purpose this year.  Please convey our gratitude to 

all the members of Drexel Hill United Methodist Church and all those who contributed one way or another to this great 

cause. 

 I regret missing the concert this year and I hope, by God’s grace, that I or a member of our team, will be able to attend 

next year’s concert.  Thanks again Jane! 

 Advance Dixon, MSA 
HIV/AIDS Program Director 
Family & Community Service Of Delaware County 

 

 
 

Lemonade and conversation 

     With the warmer months come cool beverages and conversation. 

Be part of the team that’s making social time after church such a big 

hit. We’re looking for volunteers who can offer a few minutes now and 

then before and after church to help set up/clean up.      

                               Will train! No experience necessary!  Benefits include: First dibs of 

refreshments, access to gossip and a chance to create a friendly, welcoming place for 

your fellow church-goers.   

     You’ll find a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and you can talk to Jane Todd (or email her 

at janedt@verizon.net) for more details.  

     We continue to welcome everyone to join us in the Narthex after service for a few 

minutes of lemonade sipping, socializing and worship service critiquing. 
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It’s the Swinging 60s, DHUMC version 
(A continuing look at the 1960s as reported in the History of the 
Drexel Hill United Methodist Church) 
 
 1960 

 
--Five hundred dollars was contributed to Vieques Island, Puerto Rico for the building of a chapel there, 

and to Henderson Settlement in Kentucky.  

--Beginning in February, a series of Church Chats was held in the homes of the leaders of the various 

parishes to bring the Pastor and people close together. 

 1961 
--Mrs. Schultz began teaching a new Sunday School Class for single young people in either business or 

college. 

--Mr. Wetherill formed a new Men’s Choir. 

--The Rev. and Mrs. Avery Manchester were home for one year. The Commission on Missions held an 

informal outdoor picnic for them and Rev. Manchester preached. While in the Congo, Africa their 

ministry was rendered in one of the most crucial and dangerous areas of the revolution. 

 1962 
--On Oct. 21, the Consecration Service for the new Educational Unit and Renovated Buildings was held.  

Guests included Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, who had just recently returned from the Ecumenical 

Conference at the Vatican in Rome where he represented the Methodist Church. Other guests included 

representatives of the South, North, West, and Northwest Districts, Dr. George Dilworth, former 

Secretary, American Bible Society; Dr. Paul Poley, Executive Secretary, Philadelphia Missionary and 

Church Extension Society and Conference Board of Missions. 
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IN THE GARDEN 
 

 
 
File photos  
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GARDEN CLUB UPDATE FROM BARBARA O’CONNELL 

Summer’s here and the plantings along School Lane, 

Burmont Road , Bloomfield Avenue and next to the 

patio outside the narthex are really  showing some 

enthusiasm.  

The monthly Garden and Grub group continues to 

meet the THIRD FRIDAY of every month; tending the 

beds at 10, scrubbing up, then getting a bite to eat 

(bring something from home or grab a bite from 

Wawa).  

The next gathering will be July 19.  Contact Barb 

O'Connell at 610-544-2759 if interested in joining or 

want more information. 



 
 
IN THE COMMUNITY 
 
FOOD BANK  

 
From Brenda Poole:  

      
     The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God and is often called the Spirit of 
Truth.  He understands everything and knows our emotions and where we are 

in our relationship with Christ.  He helps guide us when called upon; he is a true 
teacher.   
 
     Please allow the Holy Spirit to be an example in our call to share with the 
Upper Darby Food Bank.  Items needed are canned vegetables, pastas, tuna, 
cereal, peanut butter & jelly, pancake mix, syrup, etc. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

 

WELCOME CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY (REDUX) 

     For the past two years, on the last Sunday of the month, sandwiches 
and snacks have been collected by our congregation for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at Aviator Park 
across from the Franklin Institute under the auspices of the Welcome 
Church on the Parkway. 
     This monthly ministry will end for us on Aug. 25.  
     Starting with the next program year, Drexel Hill UMC will be taking 
responsibility for two Sundays a year: 2019-20 will be Aug. 4 and Nov. 3.  

                                           We'll make and distribute lunches and contribute to the services at     
                                      Aviator Park on those days.  If you’d like to make difference in the lives of   
                                     others, please contact Pastor Atkinson. 
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMC’s EarthKeepers training 
coming to Phila. in August  
     Global Ministries, the UMC’s missions agency will bring its EarthKeepers training in 

“creation care” to Philadelphia, at Arch Street UMC, Aug 8-11. 

     The training–the first of three scheduled around the U.S. from August to October–will equip 

United Methodists to develop environmental stewardship initiatives in their churches and 

communities and connect them with others in the church who are actively engaged in such 

work. Training topics include eco-theology, project planning and community organizing, anti-

racism, strategies for social change, and accessing UMC resources.  READ MORE 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
(The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 

 
Neglected children spark outcry for immigration reform 

 
 
 
By Kathy L. Gilbert 
 
     Cindy Johnson, a United Methodist deaconess in the Rio Texas Conference, said the process 
for immigrants waiting in line to present their asylum appeal to border control agents has 
become so difficult that people are jumping into the Rio Grande in desperation. 
     The world got a horrible look at the consequences of that decision in an Associated Press 
photo of a 23-month-old baby girl and her father who drowned and were found washed up on 
the banks of the river after attempting to cross to the U.S. 
     Johnson has worked long and hard for immigrants at the Texas border. She is not alone, as 
United Methodists in the border towns are volunteering to help feed, clothe and comfort the 
thousands who are fleeing violence in their home countries. United Methodist agencies and 
organizations are calling for prayer, providing legal help and asking people to write or call 
elected representatives.  READ MORE  
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