
                                                                                                                                                             

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our old history ends with the cross; 

our new history begins with the 

resurrection” ~ Watchman Nee, Christian 

Author & Church Leader 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Unblock the energy of the Resurrection!  
     11 “But Mary stood 
weeping outside the tomb. 
As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; 12 
and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. 13 
They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?”   
John 20.   
     
      In all four gospels, Mary 
Magdalene appears as the 
first witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord.  
     She is among the women 
who follow Jesus from 
Galilee to Jerusalem.  
Magdalene is present at his 
crucifixion and burial.     
     Early in the morning on 
the first day of the week, 
while it is still dark, she 
goes to the tomb to give 
Jesus a decent burial 
ceremony. She is worried 
about the stone at the 
entrance of the tomb. But 
you know that familiar 
story. The stone is already 
removed. When she sees 
the empty tomb, she runs 
to the disciples and 

announces the 
risen Christ.  They 

do not believe her 
until they see Jesus 
with their eyes.  
     I, with so many 
over the past two 

thousand years, have 
thought about why the 
risen Jesus appeared to 
Mary Magdalene first, and 
not to the other disciples. It 
may have been because 
Jesus knew that she was the 
one who had experienced a 
resurrection in her own life.    
     Remember? Jesus cast 
out seven demons from her 
(Mark 16:9). We don't 
know what they were for. 
The Bible doesn't tell us.     
     Perhaps she possessed 
an evil spirit, or sinned, or 
suffered from mental 
illness. All we know from 
the gospel is that after she 
was cured she became his 
faithful disciple. In early 
Christian writings, she was 
called an apostle to the 
apostles. From her 
background, we can tell 
that her life was like a 
tomb. Jesus rolled away the 
stone of despair from her 

tomb. He rolled away the 
stones of uncertainty, the 
stones of fear from the 
tombs of his disciples.  
     We have heard the 
Easter story over and over, 
but the question is, "Do we 
experience the risen Jesus 
in our daily lives?”       
     We have stones that 
keep Jesus from 
resurrecting in our hearts. 
What are they? Perhaps it 
can be the stone of sin, the 
stone of arrogance, the 
stone of an unforgiving 
spirit, the stone of unbelief, 
the stone of bigotry.  
     It is easy for our lives to 
be sealed off with our own 
stones from the evidence of 
resurrection and new life. It 
is easy to let a stone settle 
with a thud, keeping us 
from enjoying the visible 
evidence of God's presence 
in our lives.  
     Our risen Christ invites 
us to roll them away, live a 
new life, and shout full-
throated, "He is alive! Christ 
is indeed risen! Hallelujah!  
 
     Easter Blessings!
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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

The Lord is Risen, Indeed! 
 
     Easter, and the weeks soon after, contain 
some amazing scripture passages as we follow 
the New Revised Common Lectionary! Here are 
some things to look out for: 
     On Easter itself, the passage from Isaiah, 
one of the very rare Hebrew scripture texts, 
contains an explicit promise of the abolition of 
death. Both the 1 Corinthians reading and the 
speech of Peter in Acts 10 contain creedal 
summaries of the meaning of the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus; the Gospel of John, of course, gives the account of the discovery of 
the empty tomb. 
     In the Sundays following Easter, the first lessons are supplied by the Book of Acts (not the 
Hebrew Scriptures, as is normal at other times of the year), which develops the story of the 
Spirit-filled followers of Jesus empowered by the Easter faith. The various readings represent a 
range of episodes from these early, formative days of the people living in “the Way,” yet they 
all have in common the deep-seated conviction that the Lord, though risen, is present among 
the disciples. 
     The second lessons during the Easter Season are taken from First John this year.  For all their 
variety, the selected texts illustrate the bracing confidence that stems from the Easter faith. 
     The Gospel readings include various accounts of post-Easter appearances by the risen Lord, 
and from the Fourth through the Seventh Sundays the farewell discourses and prayers of Jesus 
from the John. 
     This is an extraordinary month for lessons – beginning with John’s Easter morning drama, 
following with Thomas and his doubting on the second week, the call to take the Gospel 
message to all nations in the third week, and wrapping up the month with the power of the 
23rd Psalm: if being called to account requires reassurance, no psalm exudes the spirit of 
confident faith better than this! 
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Photos by David Bjorkgren        
and Alex Mullin 
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Welcome to NO POWER SUNDAY. 
Raging storms meant no heat and 
electricity for several days at the 
church, including Sunday, March 
4.  The empty pews and a lonely 
music director (left) give 
testament to the conditions that 
day. Even so, many brave souls 
bundled up and ventured out for 
Communion services, which 
Pastor Russell led in the choir 
chancel. You just can’t keep a 
good Methodist down!
 

Help Spread the Word! 

We’re doing some pretty great things here at DHUMC and we want everyone to know it.  If 

you’re a Facebook person, share our church page posts with your Facebook friends. If you’re on 

NextDoor Drexel Hill, recommend the church to your friends and neighbors. Let’s not keep our 

light under a bushel. We’ve got a lot of good news and joy to spread around! 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father which is in heaven” Matthew, 5:15 and 5:16 
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Things got better after March 4 and by St. Patrick’s Day Sunday the church was busier than 
ever. Above, the children get some visual aids to help with the St. Patrick’s Day Children’s 
Message March 18. Below, the church dedicates new tables for Fellowship Hall (Rainbow 
Room) after services with a delicious Irish tea and a choir rendition of “An Irish Blessing.” in 
honor of the holiday.  The lighter, more flexible plastic tables will be a welcome new addition.                  
                                                                                                    Photos by Linda Tripolitis and Alex Mullin        
 
 



April Sunday services 
 
 
April 1, Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8    
Sermon, “When the Son Had Risen” Pastor Atkinson 
 
April 8, Second Sunday of Easter (Communion) 
Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31   
Sermon, “That’s Why There’s Chocolate and Vanilla” Pastor Atkinson 
 
April 15, Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48   
Sermon, “A Ghost Doesn’t” Pastor Atkinson 
 
April 22, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:5-12; 23rd Psalm; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18   
Sermon, “The Distraction of the Crucial” Pastor Atkinson 
 
April 29, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8  
Sermon, “Unavoidable Communications” Pastor Atkinson 
 
          
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee and conversation 
Our after-service coffee and snack gathering in 
the Narthex continues to be a big success, 
giving all of us a chance to talk with new and 
returning visitors to the church in the hope of 
encouraging new friendships and encouraging 
them to make the church their home. 
     Volunteers continue to be needed to set up 
coffee, hot water and provide a simple snack 15 

to 20 minutes before the service. All supplies 
and directions for making the coffee are kept 
handy in a closet in the Narthex. 
Someone will be available to assist if it is your 
first time to help out.  
     The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  
 
Thank you from the Membership Committee 
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

New members to be received April 8  
     On April 8th, the congregation of Drexel Hill United Methodist Church will welcome new 
members to our fellowship. During the Sunday 10 a.m. worship service, all wishing to become 
members will be invited forward to take the traditional vows to uphold the church with prayers, 
presence, gifts, and service. The congregation will welcome the new members and reaffirm the 
same vow. 
     Following the service, please plan to stay for refreshments, greet our new members, and 
introduce yourselves to the congregation. 
 

Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class led by Pastor Russell. 
The class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Bohn Parlor. This group is open to 
everyone, so please be liberal with your invitations. A vital congregation needs to ponder 
the scriptures. 
 

Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God, good breakfast, and good fellowship, come 
on out to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a short hop 
from the high school) the first Thursday of each month. The devotional breakfast, led by 
Pastor Russell, begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast is April 5.  
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The Purls, DHUMC’s knitters, 

are busy making spring 

wreaths.  The wreaths will be 

hung on the sanctuary doors.  

 

Photo by Barbara O’Connell  
 

 

 

 



 
 

Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers to homebound     Cindy Harper                  crcarp@verizon.net 

Helping with communion                              Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                           Charles Webb               chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                         Dan Matarazzo             office@dhum.org 
Help with community lunch (project RSC) Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 

Children's ministry                                          Jane Leggieri                 ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway in Philly    Russell Atkinson           pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                              Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Helping in the Sunday School                       Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                        Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 

Gardening                                                        Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
News media/photo/newsletter ministry   David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments            Jane Todd                      janedt@verizon.net 
And anything else you can think of.           Russell Atkinson           pastor@dhum.org 
  
If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact Pastor 
Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your interest area. 
 
 

Spring wake-up call for the church garden 
 

 

 
     Although Spring showered us with white, she 
surely will show her true colors before long.  
     Take a few minutes each week to notice the 
beauty of God's creation in the blooms that will 
appear from the bulbs planted in the fall and 
the flowering trees and shrubs set in the ground 
last spring.  It will be fun to watch which plants 
are first to show their splendor and which will 
be more reticent to venture forth. 
     Once the weather settles into a warmer 
pattern, be on the look-out for a spring spruce-
up day. Many hands make light work, and we 
welcome gardeners of all ages and experience 
to join in the pleasure of being out-of-doors.  
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Dave O’Connell receives Tennis Association 
Presidential Award for inspirational coaching career 
 
     We are proud to 
announce that our own 
Dave O'Connell was 
recently honored by the 
USTA (United States 
Tennis Association), 
Middle States Philadelphia 
District with the 
Presidential Award for 
2017. 
      
 
 

 
     Dave serves faithfully as 
the finance committee 
chairman here at Drexel 
Hill Methodist and is a 
member of the choir.  
     His coaching career 
spans 48 years, including 
football, basketball, track 
and field, volleyball and 
tennis.   
      
 
 

 
     Dave began coaching 
tennis at Lower Merion as 
a JV coach for 10 years for 
both girls' and boys' teams 
and as head coach for the 
past five years.      
     During the past 15 
years, the teams won six 
state titles and were 
runners up six times. 
     Congratulations, Dave

Heeding God’s Call- Memorial of the lost 
 
     On April 14, our church will be the site of 
a “Memorial of the Lost”, a display 
sponsored by DHUMC and Heeding God’s 
Call.   
     The lawn at the front and side of the 
church will be covered with T-shirts hanging 
on crosses to symbolize the deaths in our 
area caused by gun violence.  
     Heeding God’s Call is a faith-based 
movement to prevent gun violence. Their 
goal is to unite people of faith in the sacred 
responsibility to protect our brothers, 
sisters, and children. In their mission 
statement this organization states that its’ 
mission is to unite to bring God’s vision of a 
peaceable kingdom without the violent loss 
of over 30,000 American lives by gunfire 
each year. 

     As I write this article the children of 
America are planning to “March for Our 
Lives” in Washington and across the 
country. Now is the time to work for 
sensible gun control. Hopefully our 
involvement as Christians will raise 
awareness locally. 
     Help will be needed on April 14 to set up 
the memorial. We will need about 10 
people. Judy Luzak, a member of 
Swarthmore UMC, will help us that day in 
the setting up process.  
     The display will be up for 2 weeks until 
April 28. Help will be needed at that time 
also to take down the display. 
 
 
                                               David O’Connell
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Just what do those 3 symbols mean above the church entrance?         

     In 1952, the church had a dedication ceremony for its new sanctuary. Included was a 

description of three stone carvings which appear above the main entrance door.  Below is the 

dedication prayer from the Sanctuary dedication book describing the three symbols: 
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Here’s a close up look at those symbols. Next time you’re at church, take a moment to look 

up. There’s more going on than what’s in front of you!  
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Photos by David Bjorkgren. Special 
thanks to Alex Mullin for bringing this 
suggestion to the newsletter.         
 



 

 

 

 IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

It’s time 
 to pack  

 
 
 
 

the baskets 
 
 
 
                                                        
 
 

 
FOOD BANK 
 
     Families in our area struggle year-round to make ends meet and get enough food 
to put on the table. Drexel Hill United Methodist Church accepts donations of food in 
the Narthex food chest which will be given to the Upper Darby Food Bank to help 
feed local residents in Upper Darby and Haverford Townships. Please bring canned 
and boxed nonperishable foods. 
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The Outreach Committee kept its annual Easter tradition 

going this year, packing and preparing 24 food baskets for 

Upper Darby School District families who may have 

trouble getting food for their holiday meal.  Volunteers 

picked up produce and other items March 17, than sorted 

them for packing.  They returned Sunday, March 18, to 

pack the baskets for delivery to school district social 

workers.  Thank you to our Outreach volunteers for 

making a difference in the lives of these families.  



                                                                                                                                               

 

Bringing Palms to the Parkway  
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The March Open Church on the Parkway took place Palm Sunday. 

afternoon. Palms, food, a small religious service and fellowship were 

offered to the homeless community at Aviator Park in Philadelphia.  At 

left, Sally Mullin and Barbara Felton await the start of service. Above, 

Amy Connelly of Welcome Church leads services.  



                                                                                                                                                

 

Advocating for gun sanity   
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On March 24, Pastor Russell and 

his wife, Barbara, attended the 

March for Our Lives rally in 

Washington, D.C. The student-led 

demonstration, with similar 

events occurring world-wide, 

supported tighter gun control in 

the wake of the Feb. 14 mass 

shootings in Parkland, Florida. 

Pastor Russell and Barbara offer a 

glimpse here of the 

demonstration, capturing the 

sentiments of protestors in these 

two signs.  Protestors urged an 

assault weapons ban, universal 

background checks on gun sales, 

raising the federal age of gun 

ownership to 21, and closing the 

gun show loophole  



    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

the fourth Saturday of April, on April 28, 

2018, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Rainbow 

Room (Fellowship Hall).The Project Reach 

Serve Care program provides a free hot 

catered lunch and friendly fellowship, to 

anyone in the community who wishes to 

attend.   

    

 

  

 

 
 
 OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon (usually the day after our monthly RSC luncheon on 
Saturday), sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at 
Aviator Park across from the Franklin Institute.  The Open 
Church on the Parkway visit includes a small worship service.    
Volunteers are welcome to join Pastor Russell for the next 
visit, scheduled for April 29. If you’d like to make difference in 
the lives of others, please contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
RSC LUNCHEON   
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

Cubs celebrate trophy wins at banquet  
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Cub Scout Pack 92 enjoyed another Blue and Gold 
Banquet at DHUMC on March 10. The banquet 
celebrates Scouting Anniversary Week and includes a 
luncheon, entertainment and trophies for the Cub 
Scouts.   Photos provided by Andres Stell  
 

and Alex Mullin 



 
      
   
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 It’s easy being green—at a St. Patrick’s Day party 
     The children at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church Nursery School celebrated Green 
Day on Friday, March 16.  The children were invited to wear green and bring a green object 
to class. Judging from all the smiles, we’d say everyone had a good time!                        
                                                        Photos provided by Jennifer Ryan         
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 

 
     

            

    

   

Our Commission on Religion & Race (CORR) will take a busload of Eastern PA Conference 

members and guests on Wednesday, April 4, to the National Council of the Churches’ (NCC) 

ACT Now rally and march, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on the National Mall calling for an end to 

racism.  NCC will gather with interfaith partners for an historic three-day event, April 3-5, in 

Washington D.C. to launch its Truth and Racial Justice Initiative. The initiative marks 50 years 

since the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1968. “We will do our part 

to help eradicate the entrenched racism that grips the United States and paralyzes our ability to 

see every human being as equal.” 

     The 52-passenger CORR bus will leave at 5 a.m. from the Berkshire Mall in Wyomissing, 

Reading, stop at King of Prussia Mall, and return to King of Prussia and then Berkshire Mall by 

about 9 PM. The first 30 people to sign up pay only $25, with additional riders paying $35. Learn 

more… 

All the details are on the event webpage. 

*IMPORTANT: Download the Travel Details Document for full specifics on the trip–including 

the updated itinerary, what to bring and what not to bring, etc. 
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    (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Ande 
I. Emmanuel, 

UMNS 
 
Members of the Southern Nigeria Conference pray during the 2018 Christian Revival Gathering held March 
14-18 in Jalingo, Nigeria. More than 12,000 members attended, including a group who had left the 
conference five years ago. 

 
Revival in Nigeria brings back breakaway members 
  

By the Rev. Ande I. Emmanuel 
March 22, 2018 | JALINGO, Nigeria (UMNS) 

 
     The 2018 Christian Revival Gathering of the Southern Nigeria Conference was a joyous 
moment as members who left the conference five years ago returned to the fold and were 
welcomed back with open arms. 
     “As people of The United Methodist Church, we believe we can do better and more when we 
are together than when we stay apart,” said Yohanna Nzakobature, leader of the returned 
members. “We made the decision to return to our original base because the need for unity in 
The United Methodist Church, both local and global, is a necessity.”  SEE MORE 
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