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“No one has ever seen God; but if 

we love one another, God lives in 

us and his love is made complete 

in us.” 1 John 4:12     
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Sound familiar? Here are eight signs of growth

     We are moving along with a bunch of 
ministries here at Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church. We have done this 
without making one of those all-
encompassing strategic plans.  
     The last great congregational planning 
session took place almost a year before I 
arrived here in July 2016.  

    We have come this far together very well. 
Weekly, I have dozens of daydreams about 
what Drexel Hill United Methodist Church 
could be or do.   
     Those dreams don’t mean much though, 
unless they have some sort of harmony 
with your dreams too.  So, as far as I am 
concerned, the vitally important question is:  

 

What do you imagine your church being and doing between now and 2019 or 2024? 

     To stoke the fires of your imaginations, I 
want to offer you the following (somewhat 
old now, but still worthwhile) research.   
     In his 1996 book Natural Church 
Development, Christian A. Schwarz, a 
Lutheran theologian in Germany, discusses 
the findings of his study of 1,000 Protestant 

congregations in 32 countries.  
     From the analysis of 31,000 survey 
questionnaires (completed in 18 languages! 
Pity the research assistant!), Schwarz 
identified eight characteristics found 
together in all high-quality growing 
congregations: 

 

1.  Empowered leadership.  “Rather than handling the bulk of church responsibilities on  
     their own, they invest the majority of their time in discipleship, delegation, and  
     multiplication. 
2.  Gift-oriented ministry.  “When Christians serve in their area of “giftedness,” they  
      generally function less in their own strength and more in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
3.  Passionate spirituality.  In the Christian experience, the life of faith is a genuine   
     relationship with Jesus Christ.” 
4.  Functional structures.  Churches are liberated from being tradition-bound. 
5.  Inspiring worship services.  Going to church is valuable. 
6.  Holistic small groups.  “The larger a church becomes, the more decisive the small  
      group principle will be with respect to further growth.”  Schwarz found that for nearly  
      all relevant quality factors, large churches compare unfavorably with small ones, and  
      that the growth rate of churches tends to decrease with increasing size. 
7.  Need oriented evangelism.  “The gift of evangelism applies to no more than 10% of   
     all Christians.” 
8.  Loving relationships.  Congregations are characterized by lots of hospitality and         
     laughter. 
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Sound familiar? Here are eight signs of growth 
      I hope these 8 points have sparked your 
imagination! I hope more than that.  
     I hope you feel inspired to imagine and 
share ideas with church friends. You could 
even share them with me!   
 

      You see, you are needed to plan our life 
in faith – we cannot imagine our future 
together without you.  
                                    Sincerely, 
                                    Pastor Russell Atkinson

What do we expect from our members?  
     

     The following questionnaire was devised 
by Ed White, a consultant with the Alban 
Institute, now housed at our Duke Divinity 
School. It is offered to you now as some 
serious food for thought. 
     Ed White’s observation is that many 
congregations suffer because they have no 
meaningful expectations of membership.  
Often, members lose interest and become 
inactive because they have not been 

challenged to grow, to make a difference, to 
be a living part of the community of faith.   
     So here is the questionnaire for Drexel 
Hill United Methodist Church.  Mark an “X” 
next to items on the list that are now 
operating norms in our congregation 
(meaning that most members practice 
them) and a “Y” beside items that are not 
now operating norms but that you would 
like to see in that category.  

 

_____ 1. To support the congregation financially. 
_____ 2. To tithe. 
_____ 3. To give a percentage of one’s income. 
_____ 4. To attend regularly on Sunday services. 
_____ 5. To pursue spiritual growth with intention, through scripture study, prayer, and   
               other spiritual disciplines. 
_____ 6. To conform to the “congregational culture” (for example, to like the hymns  
               most members like and to accept the service as it is). 
_____ 7. To discover, develop, and exercise one’s God-given gifts and talents in the life     
                 of the faith community. 
_____ 8. To exercise one’s God-given gifts in the workplace, home, and community. 
_____ 9. To discover in what one does all week long a “calling,” not just a job. 
____  10. To talk about the work of God in one’s life and to share one’s faith with others. 
_____11. To invite friends and family members to worship. 
____  12. To accept the norms of the congregation for dealing with differences. 
____  13. To serve on a committee. 
_____14. To participate in a small group that will provide nurture and pastoral care. 
_____15. To show up on Christmas and Easter. 
      
     I’d be fascinated to hear your response, and I’m certain so would our Administrative Council. 
Start talking.  
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February Sunday services 
 

February 4, Fifth Sunday After Epiphany (Communion)            139  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Romans 10:12-15; Matthew 28:18-20               Psalter UMH 859 
Sermon: “Found People Find People” Pastor Atkinson                274 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
                                                                                                               57 O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing    
 
February 11, Transfiguration                                                          103  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
2 Samuel 6:12-15, 17-18; John 4; 23-24; Matthew 22:37-40     Psalter UMH 783 
Sermon: “Worship is a Lifestyle” Pastor Atkinson      2173  Shine, Jesus Shine 
                                       258  O Wondrous Sight!  O Vision Fair                    
 
February 14, Ash Wednesday 7 p.m.                                                            121  There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy   
 (Communion Musical Setting C, p. 20)                  Psalter UMH 785 response 1 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10; Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21     623 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee                                                                
Sermon: “Vanity and Humanity” Pastor Atkinson       357 Just As I am, Without One Plea 
           
 

February 18, First Sunday in Lent        121 There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy 
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15        Psalter UMH 785 response 1 
Sermon: “Perseverance” Pastor Atkinson      623  Here, O My Lord, I See Thee 
          357  Just As I am, Without One Plea 

 
February 25, Second Sunday in Lent     116 The God of Abraham Praise 

 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38  Psalter UMH 752 (at v. 12) response 2 

 Sermon: “Choosing” Pastor Atkinson    2173 Shine, Jesus Shine 
         258 O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair 

  

  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                            
 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Lenten Primer 
     In the beginning of 

February, we will be 

finishing our “Living the 

Five” sermon series and 

then returning to the 

lectionary just in time to 

begin Lent. 

     Lent is a season of 40 

days, not counting 

Sundays, beginning on Ash 

Wednesday (this year Feb. 

14) and ending on Holy 

Saturday (March 31).  

     The word “Lent” comes 

from the same Anglo-   

 

                                         

                                           

                                    

Saxon root as the word    

“lengthen,” that is: lencten, 

meaning “spring.”   

     As we move toward 

spring the days lengthen – 

Lent. Lent is a preparation 

for Easter.  

     In the earliest Christian 

communities, the season 

began as a period of 

fasting and preparation for 

baptism by converts and, 

by mediaeval times, had 

become a time of penance 

for all Christians.  

 

 

     

 

      The First Sunday’s 

gospel reading describes 

Jesus’ temptation by Satan; 

and the Sixth Sunday’s 

reading (Passion/Palm 

Sunday), Christ’s entry 

into Jerusalem and his 

consequent passion and 

death. Because Sundays 

are always “little Easters,” 

the penitential aspect of 

Lent should properly be 

replaced each Sabbath day 

with joyful expectation of 

the Resurrection.  

 

 

 
 

”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINISTRY@DHUMC 
 

FEBRUARY 2018    www.dhum.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Being verses Doing; beyond the ‘To-Do’ list   
     

     By this point in my ministry I have seen 
some patterns in congregational life. One is 
that most churches talk about what they 
should do — new programs they should 
offer, new fundraising projects they should 
try, or new building renovation plans.  
     I am more and more convinced that 
these foci are off the mark, and that by a 
great distance. The eight qualities Schwarz 
identified (see the Pastor’s Message, earlier 
in Ministry@DHUMC) have more to do with 
a quality of being than a “to-do list.” 
     “It’s that being-level issue that I think is 
at the heart of any kind of congregational 
transformation,” he says.  
 

“We tend to generate more busy-ness for 
ourselves without dealing with the essential 
quality or character of the congregation.”  
     Ed White (who came up with the, “WHAT 
DO WE EXPECT OF OUR MEMBERS?” list 
included in this edition, has also found that 
using Schwarz’s eight characteristics helps 
churches focus on these qualitative issues.  
     He suggests initiatives for congregations.        
     “Schwarz’s wisdom, is that you go to 
work on your lowest scoring characteristic 
because you are going to get the greatest 
improvement not only in that one quality 
but in the overall health of the church.”  
 

It takes a whole church to raise a Confirmand  
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The church 

congregation was 

invited to the altar 

rail twice, on Jan. 

7 and Jan. 14 to 

show support for 

Patrick Quinn 

(shown here Jan. 7 

at pastor’s right) 

and Mike Regan, 

(Jan. 14, shown 

below). Both boys 

are beginning 

their journey 

toward 

Confirmation. 

PHOTOS BY     

ALEX MULLIN  



   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation gathers around Mike Regan (in maroon top) as he begins his Confirmation 

journey. The pastor invited the entire church up to surround Patrick and Mike as a physical 

demonstration of the Prayer of Congregational Support to help them on their Confirmation 

journey “to pray for them, offer encouragement, and give practical help along the way.” In the 

Confirmation Covenant, the congregation affirms that we are all one in Christ Jesus and pledges 

that “With God’s help, we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 

Christ. We will surround you with a community of love and forgiveness that you may grow in 

your trust of God, and be found faithful in your service to others. We will pray for you, that you 

may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.” During the ceremonies, Patrick and 

Mike were also presented with study Bibles, with the pastor concluding, “The Holy Spirit work 

within you during your confirmation journey, that having been born through water and the 

Spirit, you may be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Coffee and conversation 
 
     By now everyone is 
looking forward to gathering 
in the Narthex immediately 
after the church service for a 
cup of coffee or tea and 
maybe a few cookies or 
pretzels.  
     Congregants have been 
encouraged to put a halt to 
the various duties of the 
church for the first 10 
minutes after the service and 
come back to greet each 
other and welcome 
newcomers in particular.      
     New attendees feel 
welcomed, make some 
connections and are more  
likely to return for another 
visit.  

     

      
     Volunteers are needed to 
set up the coffee, hot water 
and provide a simple snack. 
This is best done before the 
service begins, so whoever is 
setting up usually arrives 15-
20 minutes earlier that 
morning.  
     All supplies are kept 
handy in a closet in the 

Narthex, as are directions for 
making the coffee.  
Someone will be available to 
assist if it is your first time to 
help out.  
     Please volunteer for a 
Sunday so that more than 
just a few people are doing 
this essential activity 
designed to welcome and 
encourage newcomers to 
begin friendships and find 
reasons to consider making 
this their home church.  
     The signup sheet will be 
available this Sunday in the 
Social Hall and in the Narthex 
on subsequent Sundays.  
Thank you from the 
Membership Committee 

 
Tuesday morning of faith and Bible Study 
  Each Tuesday morning, from 9:30 to 11, members of our congregation get together for a 
Bible Study/Faith Formation Class. The dedicated participants meet in the Bohn Parlor.     
     All are welcome to join in so please be liberal with your invitations. A vital congregation 
needs to ponder the scriptures.  
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   It’s time for bacon, toast and the Heavenly Host    

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on out to the Perkins 

Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a short hop from the high school) the first 

Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor Russell, you will eat eggs and hear about Ecclesiastes, partake of tea 

and the Pentateuch, bagels and Bible!   The devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast took 

place Feb. 1 The March breakfast is March 1. Come out for breakfast, a short devotional, and fellowship.  
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Church Treasurer and long-time church member Lois Smith 

(above center), standing with husband Bill (left) and Finance 

Committee Chairman Dave O’Connell was honored at the 

Jan. 21 worship service “as a good and faithful servant” for 

serving 16 years as treasurer. She was recognized for her 

dedication in volunteering her time and experience to help 

with church finances.     

After services, attendees shared cake (above) and good wishes with 

Lois. She also received a plaque commemorating her years of service 

(at right). Though she’s retired as treasurer, Lois remains an active 

long-time church member, and a regular attendee and choir member 

at the weekly worship services. The church welcomes Frank 

Whitehead in his new role as treasurer. You can see a short video of 

the presentation to Lois on the church’s Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/drexelhillmeethodists/.  



 

 

 

    

     To everyone at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church, 
 

         I wanted to thank you all so much for honoring my 16 years as your treasurer during the Jan. 21 
worship service. 
      I was deeply touched by your kind words on my behalf. It has been a privilege to serve as your 
treasurer and I thank you for your trust in me over the years.  
     The beautiful plaque and cake were a wonderful surprise.  
     You have all come to mean so much to me and words cannot convey how much I appreciate your 
love and support. 
     Thank you again. May God’s blessings continue to shine upon you and the church. 
 

     With love and affection,      
    Lois Smith  

 

                           

 .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following thank you note was received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gun violence and how to reduce it topic of Feb. 10 event  
 
     On Feb. 10, South District Social Action 
will host a free event, 9 a.m. to noon, at 
Union United Methodist Church, 200 
Brookline Blvd. in Havertown exploring the 
issue of gun violence with the emphasis on 
what we can do to combat it.  
     A presentation will share highlights from 
the 2017 UMW Reading Program book, 
“America and Its Guns: A Theological 
Expose” by James E. Atwood, who has over  
30 years of experience working with 
advocacy groups combatting gun violence.      
      

 
     Learnings from local, state, and national 
advocacy groups will be shared, as well as 
what Union UMC’s Justice and Advocacy 
Team did in Havertown. 
     The event will begin with breakfast. 
Snow date is Feb. 17.  
     For more information, contact Barbara 
Drake, South District Social Action 
Coordinator.  610-446-1394, 
bedrake15@aol.com.  
To register, contact Dot Wood before Feb. 
5. 
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Music’s influences at Drexel Hill Methodist Church (1930s-1985) 

(By James Vowler and Mary Griffith from A History of the Drexel Hill United Methodist Church) 

     Over the years, music 
has played an important 
role in the life of Drexel 
Hill United Methodist 
Church. During the thriving 
pastorate of Dr. Arthur 
James, the years, the years 
when Drexel Hill became a 
burgeoning suburb, the 
church membership grew 
in leaps and bounds as did 
the program and ministry 
of the church. 
     It was in those days, 
when divine worship was 
held, first in McBurney 
Chapel and later in the 
building now known as 
James Hall, that an 
emphasis on the musical 
program of the church 
took root. The records 
show that Ralph Weider 
served as the first choir 
director and remained in 
that capacity for a number 
of years. Weider, an 
excellent soloist, sang on 
numerous occasions 
during divine worship. 
Mrs. Isabelle McCune 
served as organist during 
this period. 
     Howard Tussse became 
the organist/director in 

1948 and it was under his 
leadership that the choral 
music began to expand. In 
the 1940s more informal 
evening services were  the 
order of the times. An 
orchestral group assisted 
in these Sunday evening 
services when the singing 
of gospel hymns was an 
important addition to the 
services. 
    In 1950, when the 
present sanctuary was 
erected, a new Moeller 
organ was installed, the 
gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Griffith. In 1985, 
the evaluation of this 
splendid instrument has 
been estimated to be in 
the $200,000 range. 
      Paul Burns, an 
interested layman, 
suggested the addition of 
a solo quartette together 
with an enlarged choir.  
     The personnel of the 
first quartette consisted of 
Margaret Murr, soprano; 
Mildred Hipwell, alto; John 
Rejebian, tenor and John 
Brubaker, baritone. 
     Mr. Tussey remained as 
organist/director until 

1956, when he was 
followed by Herbert 
Austin, who served until 
1958.  
     Edward Wetherill took 
over the reign next. The 
choir grew in numbers and 
the quality of music kept 
pace. Special music 
included the Christmas 
portion of Handel’s 
Messiah, enhanced by a 
dozen strings of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra and 
voices of the Delaware 
County Choral Society.   
     A large youth choir also 
sung each Sunday at the 
9:30 a.m. service.  
     Mr. Wetherill also 
composed his own music 
which was presented by 
the church choir.  
     Dr. Wetherill was 
succeeded in 1979 by 
Gene Paul Strayer  who 
remained until 1982. At 
that time, the church 
decided to hire Dr. 
Wetherill’s assistant, Lois 
Baker as music director 
and Carol Anders as 
organist.  A bell choir, a 
children’s choir and a 
youth choir were added. 
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    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

the fourth Saturday of February, on Feb. 

24, 2018, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 

Rainbow Room (Fellowship Hall).The 

Project Reach Serve Care program 

provides a free hot catered lunch and 

friendly fellowship, to anyone in the 

community who wishes to attend.   

    

 

  

during Mrs. Baker’s tenure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOD BANK LENTEN CHALLENGE 

 
     Our Outreach Committee’s  food bank ministry wants to challenge you to an 
experiment in Christian stewardship for the season of Lent.  Tithe your groceries!  
Consider buying 10% more groceries from Ash Wednesday until Easter (or 
calculating the 10% cash equivalent) and donating it to the food bank.  We have 
been very fortunate - the fortunes of needy families in our community could be 
uplifted by our Lenten pilgrimage to deeper faith. 

 Please bring canned and boxed nonperishable foods such as: cereal, tuna, jello & pudding, 
pasta, soup and canned pasta meals.  Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church food chest is 
kept in the narthex. 
  
 
OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon (usually the day after our monthly RSC luncheon on 
Saturday), sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at 
Aviator Park across from the Franklin Institute.  The Open 
Church on the Parkway visit includes a small worship service.   
Volunteers are welcome to join Pastor Russell for the next 
visit, scheduled for Feb. 25. If you’d like to make difference in 
the lives of others, please contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
 
RSC LUNCHEON    
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
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Drexel Hill United 

Methodist Church 

hosted a Pinewood 

Derby race in January 

for Drexel Hill Cub Scout 

Pack 92. The Scouts 

built their own cars 

pinewood, plastic 

wheels and metal axles 

and raced against each 

other. The first place 

race winners get to 

advance to the district 

level. At left is the track 

for the race. Below, the 

finished cars are on 

display.  

PHOTOS BY            

HELEN CAMPBELL 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 
 

 
 

Eastern PA Conference committed 
to ‘Helping Puerto Rico Rise Again’ 
 

BY JOHN W. COLEMAN 
     With a new missional fundraising campaign underway to support Puerto Rico’s recovery 
from hurricane devastation, Eastern PA Conference leaders plan to tour Methodist churches 
and their communities there in February, bringing much-needed prayers and financial aid raised 
in our conference. 
     The East District raised nearly $3,000 in a Clergy Cook-off culinary competition on Saturday, 
Jan. 20, at Huntingdon Valley UMC. The lively, well-attended fundraiser—featuring 20 savory 
dishes prepared by clergy and voted on by ticket-buying guests—benefitted the conference’s 
new “Helping Puerto Rico Rise Again” campaign to raise $100,000 by Annual Conference in 
June.  

 
SEE MORE 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 

 
Photo illustration by Kathleen Barry, UMNS 
 
The Council of Bishops and the Commission on the Status and Role of Women want people with 
allegations of sexual harassment or misconduct to know they will be heard. 
 

Bishops, agency responds to #MeToo 
movement 
 By Heather Hahn 
Jan. 23, 2018 | UMNS 
 

     As allegations of sexual misconduct rock the U.S. from the sets of Hollywood to the halls of 
Washington, United Methodist leaders acknowledge that the church also has seen such abuses 
of power. In a joint statement released Jan. 23, the Council of Bishops and the Commission on 
the Status and Role of Women “strongly encourage and support the reporting of sexual 
misconduct, including sexual harassment allegations within the church.” SEE MORE 
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