
 

 

 

 

“You make known to me the path of life; you 

will fill me with joy in your presence, with 

eternal pleasures at your right hand.” 

 Psalm 16:11  
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Sunday’s People 
“And thus with joy we meet our Lord.  His presence, always near, is in such friendship better 
known; we see and praise him here, we see and praise him here.” 
                                                                                             DOVE OF PEACE, United Methodist Hymnal 1989, #617 

 

     A mother woke her son 
on Sunday morning for 
church:  
     “Time to get up!  You’ll 
be late!” she said.  
     “I’m not going to church 
this morning,” the son 
replied.   
     “What do you mean; 
you’re not going to 
church!  It’s Sunday.  You 
always go to church.”   
     “Not today,” he said. 
“And besides, I don’t like it 
there.  The people are 
unfriendly, and nobody 

likes me.  Give 
me two good 
reasons why I 
should go to 
church.”   
     “Right 
then,” said the 

mother, “firstly, 
you are 47 years-old, and 
more importantly, you are 
the pastor.” 
 
     I hope it doesn’t 
describe Sunday mornings 
at your house.  As for me, I 
seldom need a push from 

Barbara to get started on a 

Sunday morning--something 
that gladdens both of us.  
Practice makes perfect, 
and for nearly two 
millennia, Christians have 
gathered to worship on 
Sunday mornings.   
     Bishop William 
Willimon reminds us that 
Christians have been 
called “Sunday people.”   
     In his now ageing book 
(1986) on Christian 
worship, With Glad and  
(COLUMN CONTINUES BELOW) 
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Sunday’s People 
 
 
(COLUMN CONTINUES) 

 
Generous Hearts, he offers 

this definition: 
 

     “A Christian is someone 
who has heard the call of 
Jesus to ‘follow me.’  In 
obedience to Jesus’ 
invitation, Christians now 
gather with others who 
have heard the same 
invitation in order to listen 
to Jesus, to speak to him, 
to eat and drink in his 
presence, and to celebrate 
his work in the world.  
Then we scatter.  Having 
been refreshed and re-
created on Sunday, we are 
now able to live as his 
disciples in ways that show 
forth the Good News to 
others.  We are Sunday 
people.” 
      It may seem a silly 
question, but are you a 
Sunday person?  I know 
some churches, 
particularly the Roman 
Catholic, have been 
holding successful worship 
services on Saturday  
nights.  
                                            

 
This option has certainly  
come as a blessing to 
those who feel obliged to 
attend service and can’t 
manage Sunday morning; 
nevertheless, they have 
done much more work on 
obligation over the last 
few decades than we 
apparently have.      

     There are those who 
believe there isn’t time for 
Church anymore.  Our 
weeks are pathetically 
busy, and Sunday is, after 
all, a “family day,” or our 
only possible “down day.”     
     Then there are others 
who claim, plausibly to be 
sure, that they can 
commune with God just as 
well alone (this sort of 
worship often seems to 
occur off in some 
charming bucolic setting).  
     While this is certainly 
possible, it is at variance 
with what Jesus is  

 
recorded to have done.  
     For while he did go off 
alone, quite a few times in 
fact, he spent most of his 
time with others also 
involved in the life of faith  
– disciples, Pharisees,  
Sadducees, elders, and 
scribes.  
     I am convinced that you 
cannot follow Jesus on 
your own; we must be in 
company and in 
conversation with other 
disciples. We will not get 
the good news from Meet 
the Press or Face the 
Nation.       
     Well, are you a Sunday 
person?  If so, then it is at 
church you will spend time 
with others who share the 
same beliefs, and who are 
working toward the same 
ends in this life.   
     In matters of life, love, 
faith, and hope, it is the 
Church of Jesus Christ that 
offers the vital factors of 
support and direction. 
Here you will find good 
news, words of 
encouragement, and 
hope. 
     I will see you in church! 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

A whole lot of Mark 10 
     Jesus focuses on the issue of 
powerlessness. In the stories about 
children, the need to abandon material 
wealth, and in his response to the request 
of James and John, Jesus emphasizes that 
the only way to properly follow Jesus is to 
be receptive to powerlessness rather than 
seeking personal power or gain. 
    Wherever Jesus goes, he is surrounded by 
large crowds — are they there to hear him 
teach, to watch him perform miracles or 
both? The Pharisees seek ways to challenge 
Jesus and undermine his popularity. 
     Jesus commonly sits with children - Jesus 
has a special relationship with children 
because of their innocence and their 
willingness to trust. 
     Jesus and a rich young man - probably 
the most famous biblical passage that tends 
to be ignored. After hearing that it is 
impossible for the rich to get into heaven, 
Jesus’ disciples are confused — and with 
good reason. The rich have long been 
patrons of religion, making great shows of 
their piety and supporting all sorts of 

religious causes. Prosperity has also 
traditionally been treated as a sign of God’s 
favor. If the rich and powerful cannot get 
into heaven, then how can anyone else 
manage it? 
      With predictions of death and suffering 
that would occur at the hands of political 
and religious leaders in Jerusalem, 
curiously, no one makes much of an effort 
to get away — or even to convince Jesus to 
find another path. Instead, they all keep 
following as if everything will be well. 
     Not only are James and John rebuked for 
seeking their own glory, but the rest are 
rebuked for being jealous of this. 
      Later, people try to stop the blind man 
from calling out to Jesus. The blind man 
himself was obviously well aware of who 
Jesus is and what he might be able to do. If 
that is the case, then why would people try 
to stop him?  
     Could it have anything to do with him 
being in Judea — is it possible that the 
people here are not happy about Jesus? 
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It’s the Children’s Moment 
 

Photo by Linda Tripolitis     
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Diane Whitehead offers the children an important talk on humility and servitude based on 

the Scripture reading Mark 9:30-37 at the Sept. 23 worship service. Different members of the 

congregation have stepped forward to offer the children’s message each week. A big thank 

you to everyone who is volunteering their time to help our church children.   



 

 

 

‘This Is Why I Give’ 
Church members are invited to write a paragraph about why 
they give and to describe their personal giving goals.  
 

It’s not too late to submit a paragraph to the church office 
describing why you give to the church and what your 
personal giving goals are. The responses will help the 
Stewardship Committee develop an effective "generous 
community of disciples."   
  

Have you ever wondered why you pledge to the church?  Is 
it out of habit, or because you are expected to?  Does your giving reflect a deeper desire to 
keep a Christian focus in the community? Maybe you have a favorite church program you want 
to support.  Perhaps you want to keep the church around for future generations. Maybe you 
just think the sermons are neat.  
 

Jot down your thoughts and leave them at the church office. You can also email your thoughts 
to office@dhum.org.  We will share these responses with each other, and complete another 
crucial step in developing an effective “generous community of disciples.”  
 

As we kick off our fall season, the Stewardship Committee extends a warm thanks to everyone 
for being part of our stewardship program and plans.  

 

 

The prayer chain.  

If you know of someone in need of prayer, or if you are in need 

yourself, don’t hesitate to contact the church office at 610-259-2104, 

or email office@dhum.org and your request will be given to our 

volunteer prayer chain.  
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Sanctuary Renovation update 

     The Sanctuary Exploration Group met Sunday, Sept. 30, to discuss the next steps in the 

sanctuary refurbishment project. The group discussed what they saw during their summer 

church tours of St. Luke’s in Bryn Mawr, Covenant United Methodist Church in Springfield, 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Delaware County in Media, and Reformation Lutheran Church 

in Media. They talked about what they liked, didn’t like and how other church sanctuary layouts 

and uses could best serve our congregation now and in the future. The group also brainstormed 

about how to generate revenue to have new sanctuary uses pay for itself.  

     The results of those discussions will be presented at the Nov. 12 Administrative Council 

meeting for consideration. Everyone is welcome to give input and to attend the Council 

meeting.  

     Exploration Group members are Cindy Carper, Dave Bjorkgren, Barb O’Connell, Diane 

Whitehead and Alex Mullin.  

    There are already plans to paint and re-carpet the Sanctuary next year. The Exploratory 

Group is looking at other possibilities to enhance the Sanctuary’s purpose to meet the church’s 

needs over the next 30 years, both as a place of worship and for outside use.  We’re taking time 

now, before the new carpet is put down, to get input from church members about what it can 

imagine for our Sanctuary and what modifications could work for us. 
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Lending a helping hand 
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The church sexton, Anthony Jenkins (left) was honored Sept. 9 in a special ceremony, 

close to his one-year anniversary with the church, for his tireless dedication to making sure 

the church is clean and in good working order for congregants and visitors. Anthony goes 

above and beyond, helping out wherever help is needed.  At the ceremony, Pastor Russell 

Atkinson presented him with a Wawa gift certificate and jokingly gave him a “companion” 

to help him with his work:  A new mop. Trustees chairman Alex Mullen read aloud a 

certificate of appreciation that was presented to Anthony.  From everyone here at Drexel 

Hill Methodist, a big thank you to Anthony for making the church such a pleasant place to 

worship and spend time.  A video of the presentation can be found on the church’s 

Facebook page and YouTube site, which can be accessed through www.dhum.org.  

http://www.dhum.org/


 

 

 

Music lovers, find your home in the choir  

    Our choir of dedicated singers, under the gentle and talented direction of music director Dan 
Matarazzo, looks forward to a fulfilling year of 
great music.  If you love music and enjoy 
singing, even if it’s just in the shower, the choir 
has a place for you. Our group of singers 
practices every Thursday evening at 7:30 in 
the Sanctuary.  Music brings much beauty and inspiration in our devotion to God. Now’s your 
chance to make new friends and bring beautiful music to our congregation. See Pastor Russell 
or Dan Matarazzo to find out more, or contact the church office at office@umc.org.   
 

 
 
 

 

Rain wasn’t enough to stop true barbecue 

lovers as evidenced on Sunday, Sept. 23, when 

two of our master grillers, with umbrella in 

hand, provided everyone with plenty of 

hamburgers and hot dogs.  

Meanwhile, inside the newly-painted Rainbow 

Room, where it was dry, guests enjoyed their 

barbecue with a wide range of side dishes and 

desserts as they shared each other’s company.  

Check out the photos below!  

 

Photos by David Bjorkgren        
and Alex Mullin 
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October Sunday services 
 

 

Sunday, Oct. 7, 20th Sunday after Pentecost (Green) World Communion Sunday  
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Ps 26, Heb 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16   
 
Sunday, Oct. 14, 21st Sunday after Pentecost (Green)  
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Ps 22:1-15 (UMH 752); Hebrews 4:12-16; Mk 10:17-31 
  
Sunday, Oct. 21, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost  (Green)                                    
Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (UMH 826); Hebrews 5:1-10;  Mark 
10:35-45 
  
Sunday, Oct. 28, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Green)             
 Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 (UMH 769); Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-
52    
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Ice Cream Social 

     There will be an Ice Cream Social on Sunday, Oct.  

7, 11:15 a.m., as we dedicate the newly-painted 

Rainbow Room. All are invited to attend. 

 

 

 

Old Fashioned Potluck and Trivia set for Friday, Oct. 19 

Come and join your church family and friends Friday, 
Oct. 19, for an old fashioned potluck dinner and 
trivia game.  Bring one of your favorite dishes 
(main course, salad, side dish or dessert) to share.  
We will gather at 6 p.m. for snacks and conversation 
followed by dinner at 6:30 in the Rainbow Room.                                                       
Beverages and rolls will be provided.   
 
 
 

Mission Team  

     Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is 

ready to develop a short-term mission team 

in Pennsylvania, another part of the United 

States or abroad.  A team might be involved 

in a construction project, teaching, or 

leading lessons.   A form is available weekly 

in the church bulletin for those who may be 

interested. Just fill out your name and the 

number of participating adults and youth. 

You can also find out more by speaking with 

Barbara O’Connell or Pastor Russell, or by 

contacting the church office.
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Fall Book Discussion:  “New Seeds of Contemplation”

     Everyone is 
invited to join a 
six-week Fall 
Book Discussion 
Group, 

beginning Thursday, Oct. 4. Those 
interested can meet in the Rainbow Room 
between 6-6:25 p.m. to share a simple meal 
or snack, followed by the book study from 
6:25 p.m.-7:25 p.m., ending in time for 
anyone who wants to attend choir practice. 
    The chosen book is New Seeds of 
Contemplation by Thomas Merton, O.C.S.O, 
an American Catholic writer and mystic who 
lived from 1915 to 1968.  A Trappist monk 
of the Abbey of Gethsemane, Kentucky, he 
was a poet, social activist and student of 
comparative religion.  

     The book can be purchased used on 
Amazon and probably other book-related 
sites. A short review can be found below. 
Please let us know if you plan to attend; by 
emailing Jane Todd at Janedt@verizon.net. 
     “In print more than 40 years, New Seeds 
of Contemplation has served as a guide to 
the contemplative life for several 
generations of spiritual seekers. The 39 
short “seeds” that make up this book are 
intended to awaken and cultivate the 
contemplative, mystical dimension of the 
spiritual path for everyone. New Seeds of 
Contemplation is a revised and expanded 
version of Merton’s earlier book, Seeds of 
Contemplation.” 

 

 
Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class led by Pastor 
Russell. The class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study and is 
open to everyone.  The session is broken down as follows: 
 
9:30 - 9:45 a.m. - How goes it with your spirit? 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. - Study 
10:45 – 11 a.m.-Prayer and Praise 
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Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on 
out to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a 
short hop from the high school) the first Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor 
Russell, the devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast takes place 
Thursday, Oct. 4.  
 

 
 

Photo by David Bjorkgren        
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Shown above is the first devotional breakfast of the new fall season, held Sept. 6 at 

Perkins. The gathering was a deliciously fun mix of a good, cheap breakfast, a lively 

discussion of a spiritual or Biblical issue and a chance for folks to catch up with each 

other. Anyone is welcome to attend.  



 

 

 

Coffee and conversation 
     Our after-service coffee and snack gathering in the Narthex continues to be a big 
success, giving all of us a chance to talk with new and returning visitors to the church 
in the hope of encouraging new friendships and encouraging them to make the 
church their home. 
     Volunteers continue to be needed to set up coffee, hot water and provide a 
simple snack 15 to 20 minutes before the service. All supplies and directions for 

making the coffee are kept handy in a closet in the Narthex. 
Someone will be available to assist if it is your first time to help out.  
     The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  
 
Thank you from the Membership Committee 

Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 
If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact Pastor 
Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your interest area. 
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GARDEN NEWS  

 

Come on out Tuesday, Oct. 2, 3:30 p.m., and 

help our group of gardening volunteers 

get the church grounds ready for the Fall 

season with a “festooning” of fall plants 

and mums.  No experience necessary, 

just an eagerness to beautify the outside 

of the church. Meanwhile, check out these 

photos from an August garden cleanup! 
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NEW BENCHES  
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Part of the outdoor landscaping project for the church includes two new benches added in  

August near the front entrance for congregants and visitors to enjoy. The benches can be 

removed as needed and stored during inclement weather.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Halloween parade at Drexel Hill Methodist Nursery School  
      

The Drexel Hill United Methodist Nursery School is back in session 
and continuing its fall season with the following October activities.   
 
It’s Picture Day Tuesday, Oct. 2, and Wednesday, Oct. 3 for the 
nursery school classes.  
 
On Wednesday, Oct. 31, 10 a.m., the nursery school will host its 
traditional annual Halloween parade featuring the children in their 
favorite costumes. The event is for the 2-, 3- and 4-day classes.  
 
For more information about the nursery school and its programs, visit 
the school website www.drexelhillmethodistnurseryschool.com. 
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Help Spread the Word! 

We continue to have a presence on social media, including our Facebook page, NextDoor Drexel 

Hill and our new YouTube channel.  As we enter a new church season, we encourage everyone 

to check our website, Facebook and YouTube for the latest announcements and to see updated 

coverage of our activities. If you’re a Facebook person, please share our Facebook posts to help 

spread the word.  If you’re on NextDoor Drexel Hill, recommend the church to your friends and 

neighbors.  

We also welcome any submissions (text, photos, videos) that could run on our website, 

Facebook page and YouTube channel. If you’re involved in a church activity or event, please feel 

free to share any photos, videos or releases with Dave Bjorkgren at dbjorkgren50@gmail.com. 

Let’s not keep our light under a bushel. We’ve got a lot of good news and joy to spread around! 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father which is in heaven” Matthew, 5:15 and 5:16 

http://drexelhillmethodistnurseryschool.com/
http://drexelhillmethodistnurseryschool.com/
mailto:dbjorkgren50@gmail.com


The following thank you note was received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church: 

                                                                                                                      Sept. 2, 2018 

 
Dear friends of the Drexel Hill Church, 
 
     What a nice pleasant surprise it was when I received your lovely card and note. 
I am living quite well. I was first at the doctor’s last week and my blood work is all good. I have the good 
Lord to thank plus your prayers. I cannot believe that I have been without chemo since last December, and 
as mentioned before, it is so good to feel myself again. 
     Thank you so very much for all your prayers, lovely cards and notes. I do appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. Also, prayer does work.  
  

 Sincerely, Pat 
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     We admit it. We’re stumped, too.  We can tell 
you where this stained glass window is located, 
but so far, we haven’t been able to find out 
anything about the person it is dedicated to.  
 
    You can find this window behind James Hall 
on the left through the double doors in the 
connecting hallway behind the 
gymnasium/auditorium.  The window looks out 
on to the front grounds of the church on 
Burmont Road. It was placed in memory of 
Merna E. Meyer. Sadly, we have been unable to 
find a record of Merna Meyer so far.  Anyone 
with information about her or the dedication of 
the window is welcome to contact David 
Bjorkgren (dbjorkgren50@gmail.com) and he’ll 
be happy to print that information.  
     This limited series attempts to show some of 
the unique treasures that may be hidden from 
view in the nooks and crannies of our church.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Boy Scout Troop 32 news 

Flapjack fundraiser

     You’re invited to an Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser 
Breakfast Saturday, Oct. 20, 8 to 10 a.m., to support 
Troop 32. Drexel Hill Methodist Church is a sponsor 
of Troop 32.   
     Cost is $8 per person, $5 for children. The event is at Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & 
Bar, 1305 West Chester Pike, Manoa Shopping Center, Havertown.  
     For more information, contact Jen Terrell, Troop 32 Committee Chair, at 610-299-9162.  
     The breakfast is valid at the participating restaurant listed above. The ticket is valid for 
the pancake event only and Applebee’s menu items are not included as part of the 
purchase. 
 

Open House and Recruiting 

     Now’s your chance to find out all about Scouting and Boy Scout Troop 32.  Stop by Saturday, 

Nov. 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Drexel Hill Methodist Church for an Open House. You can learn all 

about joining the Boy Scouts or learn about the activities that Troop 32 is involved with.  

 

Coat and Blanket Drive 

     Drexel Hill United Methodist Church will conduct its annual 
coat and blanket drive during the month of October.  You can 
bring your donations on Oct. 21 and leave them in the back of 
the church. The children will deliver the coats and blankets to 
the altar for distribution at the Life Center of Eastern Delaware      
County at 63rd and Market Streets.   
     The collection is being coordinated by Fran Conway. Contact 
the church office at office@dhum.org, call 610-259-2104, or 
see Fran for more information.  
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    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

the fourth Saturday of October, on Oct.   

27, 2018, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 

Rainbow Room (Fellowship Hall).The 

Project Reach Serve Care program provides 

a free hot catered lunch and friendly 

fellowship, to anyone in the community 

who wishes to attend.   

    

 

  

 

 

 

FOOD BANK 

 
Now that the leaves are falling… 
     October brings the autumn and colder days.  Many needy families in our county 
could feel the warmth of our caring through the food bank donations we give.  Think 
of a warming meal this month as you donate canned and boxed nonperishable foods 
such as: canned pasta (beefaroni, spaghettios), boxed mac & cheese, plain white rice 

(no “Minute Rice” please) and canned sweet potatoes. 
                             Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church food chest is kept in the narthex in the 
alcove near the door leading to the gum.  Our Outreach Committee’s food bank ministry 
donates the nonperishable foods for the Upper Darby Food Cupboard at 7766 Wayne Ave. in 
Upper Darby.  It operates Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Drexel Hill United Methodist Church provides a volunteer to help distribute food each Monday 
throughout the year.  At this time, six volunteers provide coverage on a rotational basis. If you 
would like to be one of the volunteers, learn more, or perhaps spend a few hours with one of us 
on a Monday to see if you have any interest in volunteering, notify the church office. 
 
OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon, sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at 
Aviator Park across from the Franklin Institute.  The Open 
Church on the Parkway visit includes a small worship service.   
Volunteers are welcome to join Pastor Russell for the next 
visit, scheduled for Oct. 28. If you’d like to make difference in 
the lives of others, please contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
 
RSC LUNCHEON  
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 

Bishop exploring Way Forward at 

district town hall events Sept. /Oct. 
     Bishop Peggy Johnson will visit the four districts Sept. 24 to Oct. 3 for town hall meetings to 
discuss the UMC’s Way Forward proposals and prospects that a special called General 
Conference will decide among on Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, Mo. 
     Several districts and at least one Mission ConneXion have held dialogues. The most recent 
was Wednesday, Sept. 12, when 85 South District clergy gathered around tables for “respectful 
dialogue” on the Way Forward reports. 
     “Our pastors shared their core convictions and their hopes for our denomination,” reported 
the Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm, District Superintendent. “Their time together was bathed in 
prayer; and we focused on God’s constant reminder to ‘not be afraid.’”  The clergy also shared  
why they remain in the UMC, she continued. “Their answers included: ‘our Wesleyan theology  
of grace;’ ‘this is my home;’ ‘because we are not islands unto ourselves, but we live and serve 
together;’ and ‘we are a people who value mission.’” Many of their answers echoed those 
shared at other recent dialogues.  At the town hall meetings, Bishop Johnson will offer the 
latest information and her insights, while responding to questions raised there and offered in 
previous dialogues. All conference members are invited and urged to attend any of the district 
meetings.  READ MORE  
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 meetings.        READ MORE 

 

 

AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 

Parishioners pray for Jadon Olsen at Saint Luke United Methodist Church in Laurinburg, N.C. 
Photo courtesy of the Rev. William A. Olsen. 

Accident puts family on 'sacred road of suffering' 
By Ken Garfield 

     It was the sort of thing Jadon Olsen, 17, would do. Driving home with his father, the Rev. Billy 
Olsen, and his younger sister, Amelia, the trio came upon a fallen limb in the road as one of 
North Carolina’s worst natural disasters was unleashing its fury. 
     They were two blocks from home. They could have squeezed by the debris. But Jadon would 
have none of it. He told his dad they needed to stop and clear the road for the next traveler. As 
they were moving the limb from the road, another one fell and struck father and son. Billy 
Olsen remained conscious. But he could see that something was wrong with Jadon. His son 
couldn’t talk. He was trying to sit up but couldn’t.     READ MORE 
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