
 

 

 

 “Your word is a lamp to my 

feet.  And a light to my path.”  

                                                                                                                Psalm 18:28 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Fleshing Out 
                            And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory            
as of                   as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.     John 1:14 KJV 
 

     
Back in 1957, Ewan McColl wrote these lyrics:  
 
The first time ever I kissed your mouth  
And felt your heart beat close to mine  
Like the trembling heart of a captive bird . . . 
 
And I knew our joy would fill the earth  
And last till the end of time, my love   
 

     When I was 10 years old, I heard these words     
sung by Roberta Flack and through them became         
aware of something I had known all my life, but    
never articulated; the all-powerful force of a        
gentle caress. Learning to touch and be touched     
was one of the more exciting, embarrassing,            
and crazy experiences of my adolescence. Touch          
is such a powerful human reality, and must be 
understood carefully and thoroughly in order to        
be offered freely.   
     In our internet civilization, where people           
move in a media cloud of web-linked devices,            
we may be able to keep in touch better than ever 
before, but the impersonal nature of such 
communication may be leading to a touch-         
starved culture, ironically more out of touch than ever 
before. Those working by-and-large over the       
internet can experience professional loneliness.  
     I don’t know whether the next edition of the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
will contain entries for “skin hunger” or “sensory 

isolation phenomena” but human touch and our 
emotions are vitally linked.  
     Patient care studies among the elderly and the 
terminally ill have found that people experience touch 
in an instrumental as well as an empathetic manner.      
     In other research, links have been suggested 
between parents holding, cuddling and talking to their 
children and their child's brain development. All of 
this makes complete sense, of course, but it is 
reassuring to have a study confirm the obvious. Touch 
influences our ability to form close relationships, and 
even to fight off disease. 

     I heard of a little boy whose mother was trying 
to get him back to sleep after a nightmare. At the 
third try to settle him down, she said, “Don’t worry, 
even when I’m downstairs, God is always with 
you,” to which he replied, “Yes, but I want 
someone with skin!”  
     I have every confidence that this is the message 
in the prologue to the Gospel According to John: 
that the Word became flesh and lived among us.       
     This all-powerful touch gently invites us to stop 
fretting. God feels our fears, quivers, and 
tremblings. Be not afraid, the loving touch of God is 
with you. 
 
 
A Happy and Prosperous New Year!  
 
                                                  Pastor Russell Atkinson 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

 

 

Now is the season for Epiphanies 
 
God of gold, we seek your glory: the richness that transforms our drabness into color, and 
brightens our dullness with vibrant light; your wonder and joy at the heart of all life.  
God of incense, we offer you our prayer: our spoken and unspeakable longings, our questioning 
of truth, our search for your mystery deep with. 
God of myrrh, we cry out to you in our sufferings: the pain of all our rejections and 
bereavements, our baffled despair at undeserved suffering, our rage at continuing injustice; and 
we embrace you, God-with-us, in our wealth, in our yearning, in our anger and loss. 
                                                                                         Shine On, Star of Bethlehem, Jan Berry 

 
     

     Originating in the 
Eastern Church, Epiphany 
celebrates the 
manifestation, “showing 
forth” of God’s salvation 
to the Gentiles.  
     In Matthew’s gospel, 
we learn that early visitors 
to the Christ child were 
magi, who probably 
travelled from Persia 
(contemporary Iran) to 
visit Jesus sometime after 
his first birthday. Later in 
history, the tradition of 
the traveling kings merged 
with the Western 
celebration of Christmas 
based on Luke’s narrative.      
     Thus, the Twelve Days 
of Christmas emerged as 
the season of the Nativity, 
beginning with Christmas 
Eve and Jesus’ birth, and 

ending with Epiphany—
the showing of God’s glory 
to the world. As Jesus is 
the “light to the Gentiles,” 
so Epiphany is a 
celebration rich in 
symbolism that includes 
light, incense, and gift-
giving. 
     As a celebration in the 
Church, Epiphany is 
actually older than 
Christmas! It has been 
celebrated on Jan. 6 for 
centuries, but as a 
concession to our very 
secular lives, our United 
Methodist calendars 
annually shift our 
observance to the nearest 
Sunday before that date. 
This year our “fudging” 
and the calendar coincide!                    

     Epiphany invites 
families to participate in 
rich, imaginative, and 
playful rituals.  The entire 
Epiphany of the Lord story 
is found in Matthew 2:1-
12. With a little planning, 
you can incorporate a 
number of delightful 
traditions into your 
Sunday school class and 
family celebrations 
(children or childlike adults 
are essential too). 
     Here is a wonderful 
little observance of the 
season that you could co-
opt for your home: I spent 
Epiphany in a little town in  
Eastern Bavaria in 1992.  
Though the season was 
cool, damp, and dim the  
 
(ARTICLE  CONTINUES BELOW) 
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Now is the season for Epiphanies 
 
(CONTINUED FROM ABOVE) 

Townspeople made merry 
parties in their homes.  
Walking from one 
gathering to the next, I 
noticed the lintel above 
each front door had chalk 
marks: 19 + C + M + B + 92. 
In some European homes,  
it is customary at Epiphany 
to mark the lintel above 
doorways with symbols of 
blessing.  
      
 
 

      

 
     You might invite your 
children (or convince your 
parents) to mark your own 
front door with these 
symbols: the date, the 
initials of the Magi — 
Casper, Melchior, and 
Balthasar (names and 
number are not found in  
the bible story, by the 
way, but come to use 
through tradition), and 
four crosses.   
      
 
 
 

 
Order these symbols in the 
following way, 20 + C + M 
+ B + 19 (current year), 
with the four crosses 
representing the four 
seasons.  In the New Year, 
this marking serves as a 
blessing over the entire 
household. Be artistic and 
creative. The marking may 
be made with chalk or on 
a piece of cardboard that 
has been decorated with 
colored markers and 
designs. 
 

Church Membership 
 

Bound in God’s Far Purpose 
Not alone we conquer, not alone we fall;  
in each loss or triumph lose or triumph all.   
Bound by God’s far purpose in one living whole,  
move we on together to the shining goal.  

                                                      Frederick Lucian Hosmer, 1908 
 
     Have you considered joining Drexel Hill United Methodist Church?  We would love to count 
you with us. If you have been attending Drexel Hill Church for a while and would now like to 
consider membership, then a discussion group with you in mind will be meeting on Sunday, Jan. 
6, and Jan. 27, 9 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study.  Make your interest known to Mr. Atkinson. 
    For those of you who have been attending for years without joining, please inform Mr. 
Atkinson – there is a way for your name to quietly slide onto the church rolls – but 
nevertheless, all United Methodists get up in front of the congregation at some point and 
promise to support the ministries with prayers, presence, gifts, and service.  By God’s good 
blessing, we have been put here together to share this time and place.  We would rejoice to 
have you join. 
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Worship service  
The topic for the Jan. 27, 10 a.m. worship service will be…wait for it…the worship service.  
What makes a worship service a worship service and not a football game? Is there anything 
distinctive about United Methodist worship? What else do we like to do at church on Sunday 
morning that isn’t worship?  
     Come and share. We’ll talk about this and much more during our worship time. 
 

Conference on Human Sexuality 

     The congregation of Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is welcome to join a discussion 
and light refreshments after Jan. 13 worship services on proposed changes in The Book of 
Discipline addressing human sexuality.  
     The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri to receive and act on a report 
from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of 
Bishops. 
      The 32-member Commission was authorized by General Conference 2016 and 
appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.         
     Three proposed plans are being offered—the Traditional Plan, One Church Plan and 
Connectional Church Plan. An article from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference appears 
toward the end of this newsletter.  
     Congregants are welcome to study the Commission’s report prior to Jan. 13 by visiting 
www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session.  
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January Sunday services 
 

Sunday, Jan. 6, Epiphany (Communion)  
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH795); Ephesians 3:1-12; Mt  
  
Sunday, Jan. 13, Baptism of the Lord  
Isaiah 43:1-7; Ps 29 (UMH 761); Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17 21-22 

Sunday, Jan. 20, Second Sunday after Epiphany  
Isaiah 62:1-5; Ps 36:5-10 (UMH 771); I Cor 12:1-11; John 2:1-11                                    

Sermon: Rev. Nancy Haigh Ross, UMC (Retired) 

Sunday, Jan. 27, Third Sunday After Epiphany  
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19 (UMH 750); 1Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

 

 

 

 

From our Sunday School  

     The Sunday School Kids had a busy December.  They took part in 
making Christingles and studied the Christmas Story.   The children 
ended the season with crafts and a birthday party for Baby Jesus.   
     Rev. Hawes donated four rabbits to a family in the name of the 
Sunday School students.  The children named the rabbits Hoppy, Night-
owl, Bailey and Fuzzy McGuzzy. 
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Advent Celebration  

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens  
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As the church anticipated with joy the birth of Jesus, we kept busy in December with decorating, activities, 

special services and charitable projects.  Here’s a look at some of our December projects: 

The season kicked off with the traditional “Hanging of the Greens” Saturday, Dec. 8, when 
volunteers set up the Nativity, decorated the Christmas tree and hung garland and other 
greenery throughout the Sanctuary, a beautiful beginning to the Christmas season.                                    
                                                                                                                                             Photos by Alex Mullin 
 



 

 

CHRISTINGLE! 

On Sunday, Dec. 9, the entire congregation was invited to make a Christingle and sing a 

Christingle song.  Bishop Johannes de Watteville started this Moravian tradition in 1747 

Germany as he looked for a simple way to explain the happiness that had come to people 

through Jesus.  Originally represented as just red ruff wrapped around a candle, the symbolic 

item has evolved to become an orange (representing the world); a red ribbon (representing the 

love and blood of Christ); candies and dried fruit (representing all of God’s creation) and a lit 

candle (representing Jesus’ light in the world, bringing hope to people in darkness.)   
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Photos by Alex Mullin 
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Photos by Alex Mullin 
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In Sunday school, the children were sent home with Advent Calendars, a Christmas story 

book and a puzzle book with an Advent theme, all gifts from our Rev. Nancy Hawes.  

The first Sunday of Advent also saw the start of our “Be An Angel” project. Congregants 

were invited to fill a shoebox with toys and other items for a needy child in the Upper 

Darby area. A wrapping party took place Dec. 16 in the Rainbow Room before the gift 

boxes were distributed to local families. 

On Thursday evenings Dec. 6, 13, and 20, the public was invited to participate in the 
ancient practice of Lectio Divina, Advent Devotions, a quiet half hour of plain song, 
meditation and Scripture in the Sanctuary. 
 

On Dec. 16, a group of congregant carolers revived a church tradition and took the spirit 

of Christmas outside the Sanctuary walls, visiting our homebound church members, 

singing favorite Christmas carols: 
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Blue Christmas  

     A Longest Night Service, also known as Blue Christmas, was 
held in our sanctuary on Dec. 21 at 7:30 p.m. The quiet, more 
somber service was open to the public and coincided with the day 
when there is the shortest amount of sunlight.   Scripture, music 
and meditations or sermons focused on the comfort God offers 
during dark times.  For many people, the Christmas holiday does 
not bring with it joy and happiness. They may be facing a holiday 

after the death of a loved one or after a divorce. Some may have suffered an emotional 
trauma and may feel pressured and overwhelmed by holiday preparations. This service 
brings comfort to those people. It is the second year our church has offered A Longest Night 
service.   
 

Preparing for Christmas  
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As Christmas rapidly approached, the church continued its Advent activities. On Sunday, Dec. 23, the 

fourth Advent candle was lit and the children blew out the candle on Jesus’ birthday cake.   
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Another annual tradition continued 

this year as poinsettias decorated 

the altar.  The congregation was 

invited to purchase Christmas 

poinsettias which were on display 

Dec. 23 and Christmas Eve. 

Purchasers picked up the plants 

after the services.  At left, Cindy 

Carper, Sally Mullin and Mandy 

Mullin smile for the camera as they 

decorate the altar.  

Photo by Linda Tripolitis  
 

Pastor Russell Atkinson leads the 
Sunday, Dec. 23 worship service. Behind 
him, the doors to the Wanamaker 
portrait of Mary and baby Jesus are 
almost open. The doors were closed at 
the beginning of Advent and opened a 
little more each week in anticipation of 
Jesus’ birth. The doors were flung fully 
open the next day, on Christmas Eve.    
 

Photo by Alex Mullin 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
                                                                                            
Photos by David Bjorkgren and Alex Mullin 
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Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, arrived as people gathered to welcome the arrival of 

the babe in Bethlehem.  An arrangement of Christmas carols for violin and 

piano with Sue Huffnagle (left), Jane Marchesano and music director Dan 

Matarazzo greeted guests as a musical prelude and was followed up with a 

violin/piano trio for the Offertory. You can see a video of that performance 

.  The service included several traditional carols, a quartet performing HERE

the Coventry Carol and a candlelight ceremony ushering in the new light of 

Christ amongst the darkness.  

The church closed out the month with a Dec. 30 breakfast hosted by Barbara 

Felton and Pastor Atkinson in the Narthex before 10 a.m. services. 

 

https://youtu.be/X83nFF_qBBA


 

 

 

New Year’s Resolution:                                                   

Share my fabulous voice with the church choir.  

    This is a resolution that’s easy to keep. Our choir, under the direction of music director Dan 
Matarazzo, is always happy to welcome new members.  Our group of singers practice every 
Thursday evening at 7:30 in the Sanctuary.  Music brings much beauty and inspiration in our 
devotion to God. See Pastor Russell or Dan Matarazzo to find out more, or contact the church 
office at office@umc.org.   
 

Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class in the new 
year. Led by Pastor Russell, the class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the 
Pastor’s Study and is open to everyone.  The first session for 2019 will be Jan. 8.  
 
 

Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on 
out to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a 
short hop from the high school) the first Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor 
Russell, the devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast takes place 
Thursday, Jan. 3. 
 
 
 

The prayer chain.  

If you know of someone in need of prayer, or if you are in need 
yourself, don’t hesitate to contact the church office at 610-259-2104,  
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Coffee and conversation 

Volunteers continue to be needed for our after-service coffee gathering in 
the Narthex. Volunteers would help set up coffee, hot water and provide a 
simple snack 15 to 20 minutes before the service. All supplies and directions 
for making the coffee are kept handy in a closet in the Narthex. 
Someone will be available to assist if it is your first time to help out.  
     The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

 
                                                                                                     Thank you from the Membership Committee 

Get Involved!  

     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 
If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact Pastor 
Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your interest area. 
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Ushers, Church Guides and a Servicemen Committee 

(From page 172 of “A History of the Drexel Hill United Methodist Church”) 

Usher’s Association 

     This history would not be complete without mention of the Usher’s Association. It started 

about 1925 in McBurney Chapel with meetings being held for many years in members’ 

homes. During the early years, the younger men were supported by some of the older 

members—mainly the Trustees. The ushers sold coal in 1928 as a fund raiser for the proposed 

new church and put on the first minstrel shows in 1930-31. The years took their toll, 

particularly World War II when many were called into the service, and the association was 

forced to disband. 

Church Guides 

     During the years immediately following the dedication of the new sanctuary, a small group 

of men took interested visitors or members on guided tours of the church building. They met 

at the flag near the prayer chapel after the church service and the tour took 20 to 30 minutes.  

The Servicemen’s Committee 

     This committee was active during the Second World War and Korean War sending cards, 

fruit cakes, tin boxes of cookies and The Upper Room to the servicemen.  
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The following thank you note was received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church: 

 

My dear friends, 

     Thank you for the beautiful flowers that were on the altar last Sunday a week ago. I keep them right by my 

chair in the living room.  I think of you all often and miss you.  I have had many beautiful days/times at DHUMC 

and made friends with many.  

I have received many cards of which I also thank you for; and Rev. Nancy with her calls and visits. (which were 

many, I thank her for.) 

     Thank you again for your thoughtfulness. Love to all,  

                                                                              Bette Krom   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration opens in January for 2019-20 school year 

     Registration for the 2019-20 year at the Drexel Hill United Methodist 

Church Nursery School will begin Jan. 23. Parents can call the office at 610 - 

259 – 1444 for more information or visit 

drexelhillmethodistnurseryschool.com.  You can register by phone or stop 

by the office at 600 Burmont Road weekdays between 9 and 11:30 a.m.  The 

Nursery School was founded to serve pre-school children in our church and 

the community. It is a non-profit school sponsored by the church offering 

spacious, bright and cheerful classrooms in a safe and secure environment 

for your child to learn and play.   
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With sad hearts, we say goodbye to Lois 

Smith, a faithful member of our church family 

On Dec. 22, there was a Service of Death and Resurrection for Lois Smith, 

who passed away Dec. 15, 2018, following a long illness.  Lois was the 

beloved wife of church member Bill Smith for 53 years and known to just 

about everyone in our church. She was an Upper Darby High School 

graduate who worked as a secretary for Haverford Hills Condominiums, The 

University of the Sciences and Goodyear Tire and Rubber, but it was her 

devotion to God and love of the church that we will remember most. A 

longtime member of Drexel Hill United Methodist Church, she served on 

the Administrative Council, served as treasurer and was passionate about music and singing in 

the choir.  During her Dec. 22 service, many people offered heart-felt testimonials to this 

energetic, enthusiastic and kind lady.  

In January 2018, the church honored Lois with a plaque and a cake for her years of service as 

treasurer. You can see a video of that presentation HERE.   

We will miss you, Lois, as our prayers and support continue to go out to Bill. The family has 

asked that memorial gifts may be sent to the American Cancer Society, 480 Norristown Road, 

Suite 150, Blue Bell, PA 19422.  

 
 
IN THE COMMUNITY 
From the Outreach Committee 

     Thank you to everyone who took an 
Angel from the tree and filled a shoebox 
with gifts and/ or gift cards for students in 
the Upper Darby School District.  
      Thanks to the generosity of our 
congregation we were able to provide 
presents for 29 children. 
 
 

     In 2017, donations to the Angel project 
made sure that 31 children received gift 
boxes that year.  
     The Outreach Committee would also like 
to thank Rev. Nancy Hawes for kind 
donation of Relief boxes in our name.
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https://youtu.be/7dpYUgCQeyY


The next RSC Community Luncheon will 

be the fourth Saturday of January, 2019, on, 

Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 

Rainbow Room. The Project Reach Serve 

Care program provides a free hot catered 

lunch and friendly fellowship, to anyone in 

the community who wishes to attend.   

    

 

  

 

 

FOOD BANK  

 

January food bank requests 
  Frosty Wind May Blow 
     January can certainly bring many cold nights that are colder still for needy families 
in our area who are trying to make ends meet this winter. This month’s food bank 
requests ask us to imagine the comfort of a warm drink at the end of a dreary 

day.  Please bring canned and boxed nonperishable foods such as: hot chocolate mix, soup, 
tuna, dried beans, dried milk, and pasta. Other items always needed include canned and boxed 
nonperishable foods. 
     You can also make a monetary gift. Simply make your check out to “DHUMC” with the memo 
“Food Bank”.  
     Our Drexel Hill UMC food collection is gathered in the narthex. You may bring a contribution 
at any time.  “For I was hungry and you gave me to eat.” 
 
 
OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon, sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at Aviator 
Park across from the Franklin Institute.  The Open Church on the 
Parkway visit includes a small worship service.   Volunteers are 
welcome to join Pastor Russell for the next visit, scheduled for Jan. 
27. If you’d like to make difference in the lives of others, please 
contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
 
 
RSC LUNCHEON  
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegates interpret UMC Way Forward  
 

BY JOHN W. COLEMAN 

     A handful of Eastern PA Conference delegates to the 2019 Called General Conference have been 

meeting with groups around the conference, as promised, to explain the groundbreaking proposals that 

worldwide body will consider in determining The United Methodist Church’s future administration, 

doctrine and discipline. The three chief proposals offered by the UMC’s Special Commission on a Way 

Forward are the One Church Plan, the Traditional Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan. Additional 

plans introduced since those were first presented include the Modified Traditional Plan and the Simple 

Plan. (SEE MORE) 
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Seven Eastern PA Conference delegates to the 2019 Called General Conference–(from 

left) Judy Ehninger, the Revs. Joseph DiPaolo and Lydia Munoz, Jane Bonner, the Rev. 

Robert Wilt and the Rev. Dawn Taylor-Storm–joined Bishop Peggy Johnson on stage 

following her report at the South District Town Hall meeting Sept. 25. Alternate delegate 

Lenora Thompson is not shown but was also there. 

https://www.epaumc.org/news-information/a-way-forward/2018/12/delegates-interpret-umc-way-forward-for-church-members/


 
 
 
 

AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 

 
 
 
     United Methodists this past year marked the passing of multiple trailblazing 
women, a Holocaust survivor, a world-changing evangelist and a Bible 
popularizer.  
     Here are 17 remembrances, listed in order of date of death. This list 
includes two deaths late last year. SEE MORE 
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https://www.umnews.org/en/news/2018-remembering-influential-christians
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