
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that 

the sun has risen: not only because I see 

it, but because by it I see everything else.” 

– C.S. Lewis 
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Pastor 
Russell 

 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

           The Summit at Everest 

    “ 

Open my mouth, and let me bear, 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. 

 

“Open My Eyes, That I May See,” Pg. 454, the United Methodist Hymnal, 1989 

 

     On May 29, 1953, 
Edmund Hillary and Tenzin 
Norgay made the first 
recorded ascent of Mount 
Everest. Following hours of 
struggling through the snow 
and gasping for oxygen in the 
thin air, it must have been an 
experience most 
extraordinary then to be at 
the highest point on the 
planet. 
     I have been contemplating 
the idea that these two men 
would have made the climb 
with very different mind sets 
– one a Westerner, and the 
other from south Asia. How 
did Hillary see his ascent?     
     The highest mountain in 
the world was named 
“Mount Everest” in 1865 
after the British Surveyor 
General of India, Sir George 
Everest, and for Hillary, as a 
New Zealander, it 
represented an immense 

physical challenge to be 
conquered. That this success 
coincided so nicely with the 
coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II seemed perfect. 
Edmund Hillary was knighted 
in June 1953. 
     In contrast, Tenzin Norgay 
grew up in the shadow of the 
same mountain knowing it by 
its Tibetan name 
Chomolungma, meaning, 
“Holy Mother.” This suggests 
a different relationship: not 
one of conquest, but of 
nurturing and love, respect 
and mutual dependence. No 
wonder the Sherpas are so 
dismayed to see the mother 
of all mountains now being 
treated as an extreme sport, 
its slopes covered with the 
litter of wealthy climbing 
parties. 
     The Hebrew Scriptures put 
great stress on the 
significance of names. In 

Genesis, God gives Adam the 
powerful gift of naming the 
animals. Later, in Exodus, “I 
Am that I Am,” is the King 
James Bible translation of the 
response God used when 
Moses asked for his name. It 
is probably the most famous 
verses in the Torah. Human 
nature probably determines 
our prejudice for our own 
perspective, but our society 
is now suffering more 
tragically from our prejudices 
than at most any time in our 
history. We have a natural 
tendency to assume that the 
name we use is the only 
name – not to mention the 
right name – and as soon as 
we mentally label something 
good or bad, or friend or foe, 
we often blind ourselves to 
any other possibility. The 
more we can step out of our  
 
(COLUMN CONTINUES) 
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experience the world:  Russell Atkinson  

 

 

The Summit at Everest 
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mental tunnels, and be open 
to other points of view, the 
more there is to learn, 
discover, and enjoy. 
      There are tensions in our 
lives, our families, our 
congregation, our 
communities, our nation and 
world. Yet, today is a new 
opportunity to hear 
something anew – perhaps 
try a new name. 
       

The old Prayer for 
Illumination might be timely 
for us as we read the Bible 
and as we experience the 
world: 
     Lord, open our hearts and 
minds by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what 
you say to us today. Amen. 
 

    Let’s pray that each of us 
today can find an 
opportunity to look at 
something or somebody with 
fresh eyes, in a way that will 
bring more respect and 
understanding into the 
world. 
     I pray there will be a 
blessing in seeing anew for 
all of us, 
--Russell J. Atkinson

Change the World conference set May 18-20 in Harrisburg
 
     United Methodist Advocacy in Pennsylvania will sponsor a free “Change the World,” a Conference 
on Faith and Politics, May 18-20, in the capital city of Harrisburg, Pa. Organizers hope to draw 
hundreds of not only United Methodists but others who believe in the key role that an active faith 
must play in civic life, from local communities to the halls of government. 
      “We are appropriating the theme ‘Change the World’ from the hands-on mission initiative that 
many in  our denomination participate in during that same weekend,” said the Rev. Dai Morgan, who 
lives in the Pittsburgh area. He coordinates of UM Advocacy in Pennsylvania for all three PA 
conferences and bishops. “This is where one can really begin to change our world, by learning to 
impact the crucial legislative priorities that produce laws, because many of those laws govern our way 
of life—for better or for worse.” 
     Please register today at  SUSUMC.ORG/CHANGE. Registration for the conference does not require  
participation on all three days. 
      “Personal holiness and social holiness are precious values of the people called Methodists,” said 
Bishop Peggy Johnson, who plans to attend. “This advocacy and action event offers us a vital 
opportunity to live out our faith and our commitment to justice and inclusivity. “ 
. 
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WORSHIP NOTES  

 

An Amazing Giver    

  

    We have just spent Easter celebrating 
our gracious Father’s wonderful gift of 
Jesus Christ. In sending us Christ, God 
gave us the Saviour of man, a third of the 
Trinity, and our High Priest. 
     But if we stop and think for a moment, 
God has given us so much more. He 
created this world in which we live, giving 
us water, air, and food, He gave us physical 
life. 
     With Our Salvation, God gave us the 
gifts of eternal life, acceptance into His 
family and His divine home. We did not 
earn these, and we did deserve them; 
they are freely given to all who accept 
Jesus as their personal Saviour. 
     God’s gift to us is that He is faithful, 
true and we can always rely on Him. 

His gift is His promise that he will never 
leave us. 
     Even when we sin, God does not 
remove these gifts; that is how much He 
loves us.      
     We have the wonderful gift of the Holy 
Spirit, which provides guidance and 
wisdom, helping us understand the word 
of Jesus and leads us to Him. 
     The Holy Spirit helps us have victory 
over ourselves.   
     As God as proven to be a wonderful 
giver, let us follow His example, let us 
be happy givers, to our church, and our 
community.   
 
 (This article was submitted by Brenda 
Poole, a member of our congregation.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Be an Altar Flower Angel  
     You can be an angel by delivering altar flowers to someone who could use some 

beauty in their day.  You can also provide those flowers.  Ask Sally Mullin or Cindy 

Carper for an open week.  The cost this year to order flowers is $30.   Be an Angel.
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May Sunday services  

 

  

Sunday, May 5, Third Sunday after Easter 
Acts 9:1-20; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-9 
Sermon: "While Waiting" Pastor Atkinson 
163 “Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know”  
97 “For the Fruits of This Creation” 
62 “All Creatures of Our God and King (vs. 1-4)” 

 
Sunday, May 12, Fourth Sunday after Easter 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
Sermon: "The Fellowship of the Followership" Pastor Atkinson 
90 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 
2026 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 
304 “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 
 

 Sunday, May 19, Fifth Sunday after Easter        
Acts 11:1-18; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
Sermon: “"New Rule"” Pastor Atkinson 
703 “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” 
393 “Spirit of the Living God” (sung through 3 times) 
384 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 
Sunday, May 26, Sixth Sunday after Easter  
Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 
Sermon: “"Unity" Pastor Atkinson 
548 “In Christ There is No East or West” 
723 “Shall We Gather at the River” 
555 “Forward Through the Ages” 
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It started with a parade  

Join all and sing, His name declare. 
Let every voice resound with acclamation 
Hosanna! Praised be the Lord, 
Bless Him who cometh to bring us salvation          
from Palm Branches 
 
And so began Holy Week, with Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem, palm branches decorating the 
church, clutched by children and adults alike. As the week progressed we 
moved from celebrating Jesus as Messiah to mourning his crucifixion until at 
last we joyfully raised our voices at His resurrection.  Here are a few photos 
from Palm Sunday and Easter.  
 

 
Photos by Alex Mullin 
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From Palm branches to Easter flowers, the altar and our sanctuary was full of 
Easter people and flowers of spring on Easter Sunday. 
 
 
Photos by Alex Mullin 
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For Easter we were joined 

by guest trumpeter Josh 

Frye who accompanied the 

choir on the anthem and 

the congregation on the 

triumphant hymns. Fran 

Conway offered a special 

children’s message, Pastor 

Russell taught us about 

“soaring” and Easter 

services concluded with 

the traditional singing of 

the Hallelujah Chorus from 

Handel’s Messiah. 



 
 
 

 
 
Photos by 
Helen 
Campbell   
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Easter is always a special day for the Sunday school children.  

They read the story of Jesus’ resurrection and talked about 

its importance. They made crafts they could take home, 

along with an Easter book provided by Rev. Nancy Hawes and 

ended with an Easter egg hunt in the courtyard. Thank you to 

Elaine Craig and Brenda Poole for their dedication to our 

Sunday school children every Sunday of the year. 



 
 
 
 

Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class. Led by 
Pastor Russell, the class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study 
and is open to everyone.   
 

Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on 
out to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a 
short hop from the high school) the first Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor 
Russell, the devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast takes place 
Thursday, May 2. 
 
 
 

The prayer chain.  

Each week in our church bulletin, an insert provides the 

names of those for whom prayers have been requested.  

When the church office is made aware of a need, or when 

someone we know requests prayer, prayer chain members 

are notified. Those on the prayer chain are contacted by phone or e-mail.  As we 

go about our daily activities, each of us takes some time to think about and pray 

for those who need our prayers.   

If there is someone or something you like to add to prayer requests, contact the 

church office at 610-259-2104, or email office@dhum.org. To be part of the 

prayer chain, notify the church office and provide an email address or a way to 

notify you when requests are made.  
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Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 

If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact 
Pastor Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your 
interest area. 
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We’d love to have your voice in the choir! 
 

     Tired of just sitting in the pews watching our Sunday service go 
by? Get into the action and perform some fun and beautiful music. From special 
music at Easter and Christmas Eve, to our annual AIDS Benefit Concert, there’s 
lots of musical joy to experience.  You don’t have to read music to be in the choir. 
Just love to sing.  We practice every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the church 
sanctuary.  If interested, see music director Dan Matarazzo or Pastor Russell to 
find out more, or contact the church office at office@umc.org.   
 
 

Coffee and conversation 

     Be part of the team that’s making our coffee and social time after 

church such a big hit. We’re looking for volunteers who can offer a few 

minutes now and then before and after church to help set up/clean up 

coffee and snacks.   

     Will train! No experience necessary!  Benefits include: First dibs at fresh coffee and 

doughnuts, access to coffee klatch gossip and a chance to create a friendly, welcoming 

place for your fellow church-goers.   

     You’ll find a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and you can talk to Jane Todd (or email her 

at janedt@verizon.net) for more details.  

     We continue to welcome everyone to join us in the Narthex after service for a few 

minutes of coffee drinking, socializing and worship service critiquing. 
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This fundraising collectible plate 
also reveals a bit of our history  
 
 
Plate photo by Alex Mullin. 
Enlargement by David Bjorkgren 
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The plates were sold to help raise money for a building 

project at the church. One of the plates shows three 

sections of the church.  It notes that each was built at a 

different time and that at the time of the fundraising 

event, the three buildings had been connected up. 

Information is sketchy but the plates were probably sold to 

raise money for a 1961 “Let’s Finish the Job” campaign to 

complete the church plant. According to “A History of 

Drexel Hill United Methodist Church,” the project 

renovated the chapel, built a new baby care center, 

created a permanent corridor connecting the new and old 

buildings, lifted the ceiling in James Hall to provide for 

basketball and other activities, created a second floor over 

James Hall for Sunday School and modernized the heating 

system.  



 
 
 

IN THE GARDEN 
 
In honor of Spring and in time for our Easter celebration, Barbara O’Connell and 
her garden volunteers created beautiful wreaths that adorned the outside doors 
of our church.  In addition, they have also been busy weeding, mulching and 
planting to keep our garden looking good.  
 Photos by David Bjorkgren 
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GARDEN CLUB UPDATE FROM BARBARA O’CONNELL 

If seeing is believing, then you know spring is finally here. Signs of new life can be seen in the plantings along 

School Lane, Burmont Road, Bloomfield Avenue, and next to the patio outside the narthex.  The redbuds were 

glorious, the dogwoods are blooming, the bulbs were up in time for Easter, and the azaleas are about to pop 

open. And we can still look forward to the crepe myrtles and butterfly bushes springing back to life. 

New perennials and annuals are ready to be set in the ground on Friday, May 3---just in time for people to enjoy 

when they come to the AIDS concert the next day.  Munchkins and juice will be ready for you on the patio at 9. 

AND, please take note of our monthly Garden and Grub meeting times.  We plan to meet on the THIRD FRIDAY 

of the month; tending the beds at 10, scrubbing up, and then getting a bite to eat (bring something from home 

or grab a bite from Wawa). Plan to become a founding member of Garden and Grub on May 17.  Contact Barb 

O'Connell at 610-544-2759 if you have any questions. 



 
 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Annual AIDS Benefit Concert Saturday, May 4 

     The choir hosts its annual AIDS Benefit concert Saturday, May 4, 7 p.m., in 
the church sanctuary. 
     This year’s concert theme is “Ray of Hope” as we focus on the medical 
advances made in the treatment of HIV AIDS while continuing to offer support 
to those living with the disease that still need our help.  A local AIDS charity 
will receive any free will offerings from the concert.  
    The concert will be a mix of choral works, quartets, duets, soloists and 
instrumentalists.   
      We hope to see you at this beautiful and entertaining event.   
 
Look, it’s Ed Davis and the Delchordians from our 2018 concert! 
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The Outreach Committee thanks everyone who helped donate and pack this 
year’s Easter bags of food to help several Upper Darby families have a happy 
Easter. Twenty-two bags were filled with produce, breakfast foods, a gift 
certificate and Easter candy. The bags were picked up before Easter and 
distributed to the families. Here are a few photos from packing day.  
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Photos by David Bjorkgren 
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    The next RSC Community 

Luncheon will be the fourth Saturday 

of May 2019, on May 25, 11:30 a.m. 

to 1 p.m., in the Rainbow Room. The 

Project Reach Serve Care program 

provides a free hot catered lunch 

and friendly fellowship, to anyone in 

the community who wishes to 

attend.   

.   

    

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
FOOD BANK  
 

     Our Outreach Committee’s food bank ministry continues to accept 
donations of nonperishable foods for the Upper Darby Food Cupboard. 
We have been very fortunate - the fortunes of needy families in our 
community could be uplifted by our pilgrimage to deeper faith.  Please     

                 bring canned and boxed foods such as: cereal, tuna, Jell-O and pudding,     
                 pasta, soup and canned pasta meals.  Our Drexel Hill United   
                 Methodist Church food chest is kept in the narthex. 
 
RSC LUNCHEON  
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Mommy & Me celebration in May 

Mommy & Me takes place Tuesday, May 7, 11 a.m., for the 

two-day class and Friday, May 10, 11 a.m., for three- and 

four-day classes. This is a special celebration for our 

mothers. If mom cannot attend, a special guest is welcome 

(grandmother, aunt, etc.) 

Registration for the 2019-2020 nursery school or Mother’s 

Day Out is happening now. Call the school office at 610-259-

1444 for more information and a tour of the school.  

 



 
 
 
(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 

 
 
 

Some Eastern PA members endorse new statement 

     Unhappy with the results of General Conference 2019, about 600 centrist and progressive 

United Methodists from across the United States will meet May 20-22 at the United Methodist 

Church of the Resurrection (COR) in Leawood, Kansas. The question being asked: What should 

become of The United Methodist Church? 

     Ten nominated representatives from each of the 54 U.S. annual conferences will be invited, 

as well as active U.S. bishops and top executives of church agencies. The convening team is 

hoping for a diverse gathering of lay and clergy (diverse in terms of age, ethnicity, and inclusive  

of LGBTQ persons) who were in support of the One Church or Simple Plans and who are people 

able to organize, influence and motivate those in their own annual conference.  SEE MORE 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Court OKs part of Traditional Plan, exit plan 
By Linda Bloom 

     The United Methodist Church’s top court has found that while some provisions of the newly 

adopted Traditional Plan remain unconstitutional, the rest of the plan is valid as church law.                                   

     That was the Judicial Council’s ruling on a requested review of the Traditional Plan, which 

was approved during a special denomination-wide legislative session in February to strengthen 

enforcement of bans on “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy and same-sex weddings. 

     In a separate ruling, legislation to provide an exit strategy for local churches wishing to leave 

the denomination meets three minimum requirements and thus is constitutional “when taken 

together with the consent of the annual conference” as specifically outlined in the Book of 

Discipline, the court said. 

Both decisions came at the conclusion of the Judicial Council’s April 23-26 meeting.  SEE MORE 
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Members of the 2016-2020 Judicial 

Council. (From left) Front row: 

Deanell Reece Tacha, N. Oswald Tweh 

Sr., the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran. Back row: 

Lydia Romão Gulele, Ruben T. Reyes, 

the Rev. Øyvind Helliesen, the Rev. 

Dennis Blackwell, and the Rev. J. 

Kabamba Kiboko. (Not pictured, Beth 

Capen)  

Photo by Kathleen Barry, United 

Methodist Communications. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan
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