
 

 

 

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we 

have into enough, and more. It turns denial into 

acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can 

turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger 

into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings 

peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.”                                          

                                                                          – Melody Beattie 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Self Sufficient? 
“ . . . Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the 

kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 

rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”  Mark 10:24-25  

 
“Buddy, the day you talk 

about money from the pulpit 

is the day I leave this 

church.”  

     This struck me as a 
curious salutation.  Most 
of the other people at my 
new church had a more 
conventional word of 
welcome.  Still, The United 
Methodist Church does 
strive to be inclusive and 
accepting of all manner 
and condition of seeker, so 
I set about organizing my 
preaching to meet this 
singular challenge. I was 
younger then, and knew I 
shouldn’t cause anyone to 
leave the church. The 
challenge proved to be 

more than I could meet, or 
more correctly, to be true 
to the Gospels, it was 
beyond possibility. I 
suppose there are persons 
like him in every church. 
Jesus knew them too. They 
(and we) are the ones our 
Lord talks to when he says, 
“Where your treasure is 
there will your heart be 
also.”  
A great many Christians 
fail to understand what 
the man in that church 
failed to understand.  
Statistically, one of every 
six lines Jesus speaks in 
the Gospels is concerned 
with wealth (money) and 
the need to give. Mark’s 
Gospel doesn’t quite 

manage to talk about 
wealth and its faithful use 
as much as Luke’s (38%), 
but very nearly one third 
of what Jesus teaches is 
concerned with giving and 
of our need to give.  He 
says unambiguously what 
happens when we hoard 
our wealth for ourselves 
and are not rich toward 
God.  He understands that 
people with riches might 
have a burden that people 
without may not, and he 
says, it will be easier for a 
camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a 
rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.  
 
(COLUMN CONTINUES BELOW) 
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Pastor 
Russell 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Self Sufficient?
(COLUMN CONTINUES)     
Wayne Barrett is a highly 
regarded church finance 
consultant.  A few years 
ago, at our Eastern 
Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference, he told about 
his experience serving an 
inner-city church in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.  The 
congregation was made up 
of poor people - many 
dependent on food stamps 
to meet their family’s 
needs.   
     Even so, Barrett 
preached about the need 
all of us have to give.  
     Not much later, in a 
Bible Study made up of 
ladies from that church, 
the conversation turned to 
tithing and giving. Though 
they were not “rich” 
according to the standards 
of the world, they asked 
themselves what they did 
have.  
 
 
 

       They determined that 
one of the things they had 
was their food stamps. So, 
they made a covenant to 
tithe their food stamps!  
They told Barrett what 
they had decided to do. He 
said that once he saw the 
joy in their faces, he knew 
there would be no talking 
them out of it. They had 
come close to the kingdom 
of God, and, he was not 
going to do anything to 
stand in the way of their 
need to give.  
     It may be somewhat 
harder for us because we 
are so rich, but very truly I 
tell you, we also can come 
close to the kingdom of 
God.  
     November 11, please 
fill out your card 
describing how you hope 
to support the ministries 
of our congregation 
financially over the next 
year.   
 
 

      It serves as both an 
invitation and opportunity 
to do something to fulfill 
the need each of us has to 
give so that others may 
benefit and receive.  
     When we make our 
commitment, we make it 
to Christ and to his church. 
Giving through the 
ministry of the 
congregation is the 
opportunity we have to 
respond to what God has 
given us.   
     We give to God for one 
reason only, and that is 
that we are grateful for all 
that God has given us. 
Remember the words 
from Deuteronomy:  
“Beware, lest you say with 
your mouths ‘my power 
and the might of my hand 
have gotten me this 
wealth.’ You shall 
remember the Lord your 
God.  For it is he who gives 
you the power to get 
wealth.” (Deut. 8:7). 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

November is All Over the Place! 
  

      This month, with just 
four Sundays, nevertheless 
is full of independent and 
interrelated themes.  
     All the Gospels, save 
Luke, make a contribution. 
For All Saints Sunday, on 
Nov. 4, John 11:32-44 
recounts the raising of 
Lazarus.  
     Which poses a question 
for us all; have you ever 
been liberated? 
 
 
 

 

 
     What did you do with 
your freedom?  
     We then have two 
weeks concerned with 
closing the season after 
Pentecost where Mark 
12:38-44 and Matthew 
6:25-33 appear.  
     Mark’s passage is all 
about the widow’s alms 
contrasted with the 
scribes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
     Matthew offers us 
world-beating advice; 
don’t worry. Try that on 
for size!  
     Finally, we end the 
liturgical year with Christ 
the King, and another 
reading from John 18:33-
37. Here we see Jesus 
questioned by Pilate. We 
will have to see where the 
questions go from there. 
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Thanksgiving service  
There will be a light dinner and Thanksgiving Service on the 

evening of Tuesday, Nov. 20. 

The fellowship meal will take place 6:30 p.m. in the 

Rainbow Room.  The service begins at 7:30 p.m., in the 

Sanctuary.  During this ecumenical service, Drexel Hill 

Methodist Church will be joined by friends from other 

congregations.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Music lovers, find your home in the choir  

    Our choir of dedicated singers, under the gentle and talented 
direction of music director Dan Matarazzo, is always happy to 
welcome new members.  Our group of singers practice every 
Thursday evening at 7:30 in the Sanctuary.  Music brings much 
beauty and inspiration in our devotion to God. See Pastor 
Russell or Dan Matarazzo to find out more, or contact the 
church office at office@umc.org.   
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Sacred violin  
 
     Guest violinist Madeline 

Bell shared her talents with 

us during our Oct. 7 worship 

service. She provided the 

prelude “Meditation from 

Thais by Massenet, 

performed “Somewhere 

Over the Rainbow” for the 

Offertory in tribute  to our 

Rainbow Room Christening 

and joined music director 

Dan Matarazzo for our 

postlude, performing Saint-

Saens’ “The Swan” from 

Carnival of the Animals.  Our 

thanks to Madeline for her 

beautiful playing.  A special 

appreciation to Dan for 

bringing her to us.  

You can watch 

a video of 

Madeline and 

Dan’s 

postlude 

performance 

by clicking 

here, or by 

visiting 

YouTube.com 

and searching 

for Drexel Hill 

United 

Methodist 

Church.   
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A Generous Community 

From the Stewardship Committee:  

A Generous Congregation gives of their time, their talents, their 

service and their treasures in response to God’s calling with a joyous heart and an attitude of 

sacrifice. A Generous Congregation recognizes that all that they have is through the grace of 

God and that they should give back according to God’s teaching and in full measure of God’s 

blessings to them, being mindful that God does not require equal giving but does expect equal 

service. 

A part of this giving back to God is our Stewardship Sunday, Nov. 11 when we pledge our dollars 

to support our church and its reach into the larger world.  

The 2019 pledge cards are being sent out now and can be returned on Stewardship Sunday. 

Cards can also be mailed to the church or dropped off during any regular Sunday worship 

service.  

We know that pledging and even increasing your pledge is not easy for many of us. We hope 

you will prayerfully consider your financial commitment to the life of our church and its 

mission.  

Speaking of prayer 

As we continue to reflect on our Stewardship campaign, “A Generous Community of Disciples,” 

we must remember the value of prayer.  You may not be able to serve on a committee or even 

attend church, but there is something you can do for our church-- PRAY.  You may be asking, 

"What do I pray for?" or "How do I pray?"  Prayer should include praise, thanksgiving, petition, 

intercession, and confession. Prayer is contact with God. We ask everyone to pray for our 

congregation to flourish in the ministry of Christ for children, youth, adults, members and 

strangers near and far. 

 "Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for this is God's will for you 

in Christ Jesus “Thessalonians 5:16-18.  

MINISTRY@DHUMC 
 

NOVEMBER 2018    www.dhum.org 



 

 

 

A Generous Community 

 

 

Try These Whole-House Energy Exercises 

      Our United Methodist Social Principles 
urge us to be good stewards of the bounty 
God has provided to us.   
    This winter, we will be challenged a bit 
more than in recent years by the rising cost 
of fuel.  Our Trustees will certainly be 
working to see how we can economize on 
fuel costs for our church building.   
     Here are some suggestions on fuel 
economies for each of us at home.  When 
you use these ideas and save remember 
where you got them.  Give ten percent to 
the church.    

 Install a programmable thermostat, 
to change temperature settings 
throughout the day (suggestion: 55 
degrees overnight, 68 degrees 
when home awake, 60 when at 
work). For every degree you lower 
your heat in the 60- to 70-degree 
range, you’ll save as much as 5 
percent on heating costs  

 Plug gaps around pipes, ducts, fans, 
and vents that go through walls, 
ceilings, and floors from heated to 
unheated spaces.  

  

 Have ducts tested for air leakage, 
which can reduce the efficiency of 
your heating system by as much as 
30 percent.  Seal leaks with mastic 
or non-cloth-backed tape labeled 
ULI81 B-FX.  

 Keep your furnace clean and 
lubricated: Clean or replace the 
filter regularly.  

 Install proper ceiling insulation to at 
least R-30 standards.  Insulate-
walls, floors, and heating ducts.  

 Weather-strip around doors and 
windows, and caulk air leaks around 
windows, doorframes, and ducts.  

 Use insulating shutters or drapes 
and keep them closed during winter 
nights.  

 When using your fireplace, lower 
the thermostat, and don’t forget to 
close the damper when not using 
the fireplace.  

 Use passive solar heating on sunny 
days; open the drapes on south-
facing windows to let the sun shine 
in Then at night, close the drapes to 
retain indoor heat.  Keep drapes 
closed over large expanses of 
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The congregation has been asked to write a paragraph about why 

they give to the church. At the Nov. 4 worship service, we will read 

and discuss those statements as we come to an understanding about 

what it means to pledge to Drexel Hill United Methodist Church.   



window that don’t receive direct 
sunlight. 

 
 

  

Poinsettia sale  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class led by Pastor 
Russell. The class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study and is 
open to everyone.  The session is broken down as follows: 
 
9:30 - 9:45 a.m. - How goes it with your spirit? 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. - Study 
10:45 – 11 a.m.-Prayer and Praise 
 
 

Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on 
out to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a 
short hop from the high school) the first Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor 
Russell, the devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast takes place 
Thursday, Nov. 1.  

Poinsettias go on sale starting in 

November.  Orders will be 

accepted on Nov, 25, Dec. 2 and 

Dec. 9.   The plants will cost $10 

and may be in honor or memory of 

someone.  These beautiful plants 

will decorate the altar on Dec. 23 

and Christmas Eve.  You may 

contact Sally Mullin at 610-328-

7381 or Cindy Carper at 610-543-

4557 with questions or orders.  

Order forms will be in the weekly 

bulletin. 
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November Sunday services 
 

 

Sunday, Nov. 4, All Saints Day (Communion) Musical Setting C, p.20 
 Isaiah 25:6-9; Ps 24 (UMH 755); Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
Sermon: ““The Problem With Eternal Life” Pastor Atkinson      
 Hymn “For All the Saints,” Pg. 711 
 Hymn “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Pg. 2158 
 Hymn “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” Pg. 702                  
 
Sunday, Nov. 11, Stewardship Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost        
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Ps 127 or 42 (UMH 777); Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44  
Sermon: “In for a Penny . . . ?”  Pastor Atkinson 
 Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Tune: HYFRYDOL) Pg. 384 
 Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” Pg. 557 
 Hymn  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” Pg. 66 

Sunday, Nov. 18, 25th Sunday after Pentecost   
Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126 (UMH 847); 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Matthew 6:25-33 
Sermon: ““What’s the Use of Worrying?” Pastor Atkinson 
 Hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” Pg. 694 
 Hymn “Let All Things Now Living” Pg. 2008 
 Hymn “Now Thank We all Our God” Pg. 102  
 
 Sunday, Nov. 25, The Reign of Christ 
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (UMH 849); Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 
 Sermon: ““Riddles Next to Reality” Pastor Atkinson 
Hymn “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” Pg. 717 
Hymn “O God Beyond All Praising” Pg. 2009 
Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” Pg. 155 
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            Photo by Alex Mullin 
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On Oct. 7, the church held a re-dedication and Christening of its Rainbow Room social 

hall.  A rainbow mural, painted on the wall in 1985 by Sally Kistler gave the room its 

name.  The mural was painted over in 2003 but neglected to include the interior 

edges. The image was re-painted recently to completely restore the original mural. 

The congregation was invited to participate in the Christening ceremony, which was 

followed by an ice cream social. On display was a Noah’s Ark collection donated by 

Rev. Nancy Haigh Ross. Below is a photo from the event. You can click here to see a 

video, or visit the church Facebook or YouTube page.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG3aZKYnV2g


 

 

 

Potluck and a little trivia  
Fantastic food, a trivia challenge and a chance to hang out with friends and family. 

What a great way to spend a Friday evening.  On Oct. 19, our church hosted a 

covered dish dinner in the Rainbow Room at 6 p.m., followed by a competitive 

but friendly game of trivia between four “expert” teams. Alex Mullin was 

quizmaster for the game, which ended in a tie, leading to a tiebreaker question: 

“Off what country are the islands of Mull, Islay and St. Kilda? 

Answer: A. Scotland. Congratulations to the Table 7 team for getting the right 

answer! 

For those who were unable to attend, here are a few mouth-watering photos. 

Enjoy.  

Photos by Alex Mullin  
and Jane Todd  
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But wait, there’s more… 
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The cooks! 

These went 

very quickly.  



 

 

Coffee and conversation 

     Our after-service coffee and snack gathering in the Narthex continues to be a big 
success, giving all of us a chance to talk with new and returning visitors to the church 
in the hope of encouraging new friendships and encouraging them to make the 
church their home. 
     Volunteers continue to be needed to set up coffee, hot water and provide a 
simple snack 15 to 20 minutes before the service. All supplies and directions for 

making the coffee are kept handy in a closet in the Narthex. 
Someone will be available to assist if it is your first time to help out.  
     The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  
 
Thank you from the Membership Committee 

Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 
If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact Pastor 
Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your interest area. 
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Parent Visitation Day at the nursery school 
Parents will have a chance to visit the Drexel Hill Methodist 
Church Nursery School in November and talk with the 
teachers.  
Mrs. Ryan's 4-day class parents will visit Wednesday, Nov. 
28, 9:30 to 10 a.m.  Mrs. Burwell’s parents will visit Tuesday, 
Nov. 27, or Wednesday, Nov. 28, 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
Parents will go to the classroom with their child at the  
beginning of the day.  If a parent cannot attend, it is asked  
that a grandparent, aunt, uncle or special friend come in 
their place.   
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New videos to check out! 

Here’s what’s new on the Drexel Hill United Methodist Church YouTube channel for November. 

 Coat and blanket blessing from the Oct. 21 service. 
 Ice cream social, Rainbow Room Christening on Oct. 7. 
 Duet for piano and violin, Madeline Bell and Dan Matarazzo at the Oct. 7 

service.  
 Confirmation Class video by Pastor Russell on the Hebrew Bible. 

 

Click on the titles above to view the videos. You can also visit our YouTube 

channel to check out all of our videos. Go to www.YouTube.com and search for 

Drexel Hill United Methodist Church.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-Qg6IPyKgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG3aZKYnV2g&t=67s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPwWyX29xiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iP3tbdtx_7c
http://www.youtube.com/


The following thank you note was received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church: 

 

Pastor Atkinson, 

Thank you and your congregation for allowing us to use your church!! Your kindness is truly 

appreciated!! 

Your friends from Cub Scout Pack 92 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights of life at our church from 1936 

(from a timeline listed in “A History of the Drexel Hill United Methodist Church”) 

1. On June 27, the Junior Choir was taken to the zoo. 

2. Pastor Dr. James presented a travelogue at the Beverly Hills Junior High with more than 1,200 in 

attendance. The net proceeds amounted to $339.25 

3. The Standard Bearers made contact with missionaries in Northern Africa and Central China. 

4. The pastor’s salary was $4,000. 

5. The first mention in church records of the European situation was made to the Stewards in October. 

6. Three hundred and thirty-six pieces of sewing were returned to the Methodist Hospital.  

7. The Stewards were reminded that they were to report the sick and/or visitors to the Pastor, 

welcome strangers and to be the spiritual assistants to the Pastor. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Boy Scout Troop 32 news 

Open House and Recruiting 

     Now’s your chance to find out all about Scouting and Boy Scout Troop 32.  Stop by Saturday, 

Nov. 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Drexel Hill Methodist Church for an Open House. You can learn all 

about joining the Boy Scouts or learn about Troop 32’s activities.  

Coat and blanket drive success  
The Outreach Committee extends a heart-felt thank you to everyone who contributed to this 

year’s coat and blanket drive. We collected 31 coats, 10 blankets and throws, three hats, six 

pairs of gloves and one dozen pair of socks. These items will be donated to the Life Center in 

Upper Darby to help those in need of warmth in the coming winter months. Below, items are 

laid at the altar rail as the pastor blesses them before distribution. Click here to see a video of 

the ceremony or visit the church’s Facebook page or YouTube channel.  

     

  Photos by Linda Tripolitis  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-Qg6IPyKgQ&t=4s


 

 
 

Time to pack 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

Christmas angels    
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Volunteers pack the Thanksgiving food baskets for 2017 (above). Below, members of the Outreach Committee place the 

wrapped shoeboxes on display for the 2017 Angel Christmas project. Click here to see a video of last year’s Thanksgiving 

basket packing. Click here to see a video of last year’s shoebox packing and wrapping. Any contribution you can make is 

greatly appreciated by the Outreach Committee, the families and the social workers from the school district. 

     In December the Outreach Committee will 

again have a Christmas tree decorated with 

Christmas angels for the annual Angel Christmas 

shoebox project.  Participants are asked to choose 

an angel off the tree which contains the gender 

and age of a child in need in the Upper Darby 

School District, then fill a shoebox provided to the 

congregation with toys and gifts appropriate for 

the child.   The shoeboxes will be delivered the 

child in need in time for Christmas.  

                                                                                                    

Monetary donations are now being accepted to 

buy food items for this year’s Thanksgiving 

baskets. You can find giving envelopes in the 

pews. Volunteers are also welcome to help the 

Outreach Committee pack the 24 food baskets 

on Nov. 18.  The baskets will be given to 

families in need selected through the Upper 

Darby School District to help them have a 

happy Thanksgiving. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmC0mNNBYWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQCVOtPHo0c&t=4s


    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

the fourth Saturday of November, on Nov.   

24, 2018, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 

Rainbow Room (Fellowship Hall).The 

Project Reach Serve Care program provides 

a free hot catered lunch and friendly 

fellowship, to anyone in the community 

who wishes to attend.   

    

 

  

         
 
 
 

FOOD BANK 

 
Bring the Harvest home 
   During this Thanksgiving month, as we give thanks for the bounty in our lives, let us 
remember those in need of a helping hand.  Your November food bank donations can bring 
some cheer to families in need of some assistance (and some hope).  Please bring canned and 
boxed nonperishable foods such as: stuffing mix, sweet potatoes, pumpkin, pasta, dried beans,     

                    cranberry sauce, canned soup, dried milk, tomato sauce, canned tomato,  spaghetti sauce and  
                    vegetable oil.   Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church food chest is kept in the narthex in the        
                    alcove near the door leading to the gum.  Our Outreach Committee’s food bank ministry    
                    donates the nonperishable foods for the Upper Darby Food Cupboard at 7766 Wayne Ave. in  
                    Upper Darby.  It operates Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   
                    Drexel Hill United Methodist Church provides a volunteer to help distribute food each Monday  
                    throughout the year.  At this time, six volunteers provide coverage on a rotational basis. If you  
                   would like to be one of the volunteers, learn more, or perhaps spend a few hours with one of  
                   us on a Monday to see if you have any interest in volunteering, notify the church office. 
 
OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon, sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in Philadelphia 
having a tough time and delivered to them at Aviator Park across 
from the Franklin Institute.  The Open Church on the Parkway visit 
includes a small worship service.   Volunteers are welcome to join 
Pastor Russell for the next visit, scheduled for Nov 25. If you’d like to 
make difference in the lives of others, please contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
 
RSC LUNCHEON  
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 

 
Bishop reviews Way Forward proposals      

at five well-attended district town halls 
 

BY JOHN W. COLEMAN 

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3) 
 

After hymns were sung and scriptures were read, Bishop Peggy Johnson led off a series of five, well-attended town 

hall meetings in four districts, from Sept. 24 to Oct. 3, with that imperative Ephesians unity-text. Then she waded 

into PowerPoint slides with summaries, updates and explanations, followed by listeners’ questions, statements, 

complaints—and even a few testimonies—all about the Way Forward for the UM Church. 

The roughly two-hour sessions filled sanctuaries in five churches with church and conference members eager to 

know more about the controversial proposals, deliberations and upcoming decisions about the future of The United 

Methodist Church.  SEE MORE         
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https://www.epaumc.org/news-information/2018/10/bishop-reviews-way-forward-proposals-at-district-town-halls/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 
 

Denomination Struggles with Human Sexuality 
     

     The Council of Bishops has called a Special 
Session of the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church to be held Feb. 23-
26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose 
will be to receive and act on a report from the 
Commission on a Way Forward based on the 
recommendations of the Council of Bishops.      

     The 32-member Commission was 
authorized by General Conference 2016 and 
appointed by the Council of Bishops to 
examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality and 

exploring options to strengthen the unity of 
the church. 

     Our Bishop, Peggy Johnson, and our District 
Superintendent, Dawn Taylor-Storm, have 
made every effort to remain faithful to the 
ministry of strengthening the unity of the 
church through the many years this issue has 
burdened our ministry.  

     Should you wish to study this concern 
further, then this link will give you a quite solid 
foundation.  
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Philadelphia Area Bishop Peggy Johnson has been attending town hall meetings, explaining the three 

plans set to be considered by the special General Conference and answering questions from clergy and 

laity in attendance. Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS. 

The denomination’s Judicial Council meets Oct. 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
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