
                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

      “Pentecost is an invitation to dream. For when 

a community of faith quits dreaming dreams, it 

has little to offer either its members or the wider 

world. These dreams involve adopting a new 

perspective on what’s possible, rousing our 

creativity to free us from conventional 

expectations. They help us see that maybe what 

we thought was outlandish actually lie within 

reach.                                                                                                                           

                     

 

–Matthew L. Skinner                                                  
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We want the sanctuary ablaze in red this year to 

celebrate Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  

Put on your finest Sunday reds and come to 

church to honor the gift of the Holy Spirit  
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Can Religion Fatten Your Pocketbook?  Do You Care? 
 

“What I’m trying to do here is get you to relax, not be so preoccupied with getting so you can respond to 
God’s giving.  People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss over things, but you know both 
God and the way he works.  Steep yourself in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions.  You’ll find all 
your everyday human concerns will be met.  Don’t be afraid of missing out.  You’re my dearest friends!  
The Father wants to give you the kingdom itself.” 
                                                                                             From Luke 13, The Message, by Eugene Peterson 
 
     Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology economist 
Jonathan Gruber found a 
statistical correlation 
between attending church 
and what he terms a 
"better economic 
outcome."  
     This, and other 
attractive results that 
correlate with church 
attendance, were 
published in the National 
Bureau of Economic 
Research on the mid-
2000s. Perhaps you’d be 
wise to show up a bit 
earlier this coming Sunday 
as the fast-buck set will, 
no doubt, wish to take 
advantage.  
     On average, Dr. 
Gruber’s paper noted, a 
household with double the 
rate of religious 
attendance will have 9.1 
percent more income. You 
might think sleeping in on 
Sunday might help you 
catch up on sleep after a 
tough week, but it may 
very well be hurting in 
other ways.  
     Other benefits of extra 
participation in religious 
activity correlates with 16 
percent less welfare 
participation than the 
national rate, 4 percent 
lower odds of being 
divorced and 4.4 percent 

increased chances 
of being 

married.  
     Over the 
course of my 
ministry I 

have heard 
many reasons 

for devotion 
to the life of 
the 

community of 
faith.  I have even 

heard that certain persons 
choose a church because 
of its possible business 
and political connections.  
There are far more 
beautiful reasons, 
however.  
      I recently pulled an old 
file out of my cabinet 
containing the written 
work of some 15 and 16 
year-old Boy Scouts.  They 
were working toward their 
God and Country Medal.  
Here are some of the 
things they had to say: 
     “Having faith helps me 
not be afraid of 
attempting something 
because I might fail.” 
     “Being Christian makes 
me want to have an 
honest job in an honest 
company.”  
     “Faith will help me in 
the future handle 
achievements and 
disappointments better.” 

     “Without God, the 
difference between right 
and wrong are left to a 
popular vote.” 
     “Christian love is loving 
people for who they are, 
not what they appear to 
be.” 
     I’d rather come to 
church to hear more from 
souls like these than 
increase my household 
income by 9.1%. 
     Ogdan Nash quipped, 
“Certainly, there are things 
in this world that money 
can’t buy, but have you 
ever tried buying those 
things without money?”     
     Family finances can 
often be much less funny. 
God has blessed us with 
serious responsibilities. I 
hope that your life of faith, 
and your attendance at 
Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church, serve 
to enrich you. I hope the 
message of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ makes your 
life enormously fuller than 
the fleeting satisfaction of 
a fist full of extra dollars.  
The life of this community 
of faith provides abundant 
blessings for its members . 
. . and you can take that to 
the bank!     

     A joyous Eastertide to 
you all.
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Fourth Gospel in May 
     The Gospel of John is a fascinating text, full of beautiful, disturbing, complicated, and 

reassuring images. This month, except for Ascension Sunday, our gospel lessons all come from 

John. I suppose how we receive them may depend as much on us as on the texts themselves. Are 

we prepared to behold the beautiful? Are we only open to being disturbed? At this point in our 

lives will we only admit to the need to be assured, or are we ready to embrace the complicated?   

     I cannot answer these questions for you. I can tell you that this year I want to tease these texts 

apart, find a new angle – a new revelation of God’s loving purposes for us and the world. I hope 

the Holy Spirit, who John talks about exhaustively, will be in my speaking, and in our hearing of 

the text and the reflections this month. 

     Listen for these themes and ideas in the Gospel of John over the month of May:  Jesus’ post-

Easter message to his church; the organic relationship between God, Christ, and believers; and a 

call for disciples to love one another as Jesus has loved them.  

 

 

 

Wear Red on Pentecost 

     On the Christian calendar, Pentecost is the great climax to the cycle that 

began with Ash Wednesday (back on February 14
th

 this year).  The day marks 

the birthday of the church, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the commissioning 

power of our ministries. 

     This year Pentecost falls on May 20
th

.  Flame red is the liturgical color of 

the day.  In order to celebrate the occasion visually we need an abundance of red.  A red dress, 

tie, scarf, hat, or tee-shirt would add to the brilliance of the day.  Please make your wardrobe 

provisions accordingly. 

 

 

 

Pentecost Picnic 

     Join us on May 20
th

, after our festive Pentecost celebration for a 

picnic on the church patio. Bring a salad or desert to share.  

Hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, and drinks will be 

provided.  The grill will also be available for anyone wanting to fix 

another barbecue cuisine.  In case of inclement weather, our 

picnic will be enjoyed in the Rainbow Room.  
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EASTER MORNING  

     A large, enthusiastic 
group of worshippers 
gathered for Easter 
morning services April 1    
at Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church.  
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     Familiar faces, visitors, children 

and adults mingled with the scents 

of Easter lilies and the sound of 

beautiful music celebrating the 

Resurrection, culminating In the 

traditional singing of the Hallelujah 

Chorus from Handel’s Messiah.   

                                 Photos by Alex Mullin 
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     The children, dressed in their Easter finest, made holiday 

crafts at Sunday school.  Afterwards, they enjoyed a 

traditional Easter egg hunt in the church courtyard.  

Photos courtesy of                  
Helen Campbell  
 



 

 

 

Warmest greetings to our newest members! 

The church received seven new members into its congregation during April 8 services.  The 
new members attended a special class to learn about being a Methodist and to learn about 
Drexel Hill United Methodist Church.  They are (above, from left) Monica Ann Wood, Gardia 
Peat-Daniels, Curtis Daniels, Brenda Poole, Sandy Dell’Archiprete and Mary Lou Shirley.  A 
seventh member, Amy Innis, is shown in the bottom photo with five of her daughters.  Each 
new member received a cross necklace.  Pastor Russell and Becky Harbison, president of 
the Administrative Council, (shown below) welcomed each new member personally, than 
presented them for the first time to the congregation. A reception was held in their honor 
after services.                                                     
 
                                                                                                                               Photos by David Bjorkgren        
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Pastor Russell hands a cross necklace as a welcome gift to each of the new members.  Below, new 
member Amy Innis introduces her family to the congregation.  
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May Sunday services 
 
May 6   6th Sunday of Easter                            332 “Spirit of Faith, Come Down” 
Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17      Psalter UMH 818 (Response No. 1)  

Sermon: “Friends” Pastor Atkinson        2028 “Clap Your Hands” (we’ll need  

          premediated clappers)              

          548 “In Christ There Is No East or West”  

 
May 13 Ascension Sunday        319 “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” 

Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53                 Psalter UMH 781 

Sermon: “The Recency Effect” Pastor Atkinson     2070 “He Is Exhalted”  

          312 “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”  

            

May 20 Pentecost        73 “O Worship the King”  
Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15    Psalter UMH 826 
Sermon: “Pentecostal Dreaming” Pastor Atkinson    324 “Hail Thee, Festival Day” 
          500 “Spirit of God”  
           

May 27 Trinity        64 “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17      Psalter UMH 761 
Sermon: “Fleeting Moments of Eternal Time” Pastor Atkinson  2018 “Honor and Praise” 
          436 “The Voice of God Is Calling”  

 

 

 

  
          

 

 

New Members Group 

     Now that you have gotten to know us a little bit, we have a question: would you like to join 

the Drexel Hill United Methodist congregation?  We would all be blessed.  New members will 

be received at some Sunday service in the near future.  The pastor will soon be arranging some 

meetings to talk about our ministry and mission.  Please make your interest known to him by 

calling (610) 675-7187 or emailing pastor@dhum.org. 
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      A touch of spring adorns our 
doors, thanks to The Purls, 
DHUMC’s knitters, who made 
these wreaths to greet people as 
they enter the church.  
     Here’s what’s coming up in our 
May services: 
 



 

 

A Baptism! 

 

A Baptism! 

 

 

 

                                                                                                Photos by Alex Mullin and Linda Tripolitis 
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On April 22, James Ryder, son of Dustin and 
Cassia DiSerio (shown above), and little brother 
of Dylan, was baptized during worship services.  
At right, Pastor Russell, holding James during the 
baptism ceremony, shares a moment with James’ 
mom.  After services, the congregation had a 
chance to meet James and his entire family at a 
reception in the Narthex.  



 

 

 

 

Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study 
     Our congregation continues its Bible Study/Faith Formation Class led by Pastor Russell. 
The class meets on Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Pastor’s Study. This group is open to 
everyone. 
 
Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 

     If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on out to the 
Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel Hill (just a short hop from the 
high school) the first Thursday of each month. Led by Pastor Russell, the devotional 
breakfast begins at 9 a.m. The next breakfast is May 3.  Come out for breakfast, a short 
devotional, and fellowship. 

 

Coffee and conversation 
     Our after-service coffee 
and snack gathering in the 
Narthex continues to be a big 
success, giving all of us a 
chance to talk with new and    
returning visitors to the 
church in the hope of 
encouraging new friendships 
and encouraging them to 
make the church their home. 

Volunteers continue to be 
needed to set up coffee, hot 

water and 
provide a 
simple snack 
15 to 20 
minutes 

before the service.  
     All supplies and directions 
for making the coffee are 

kept handy in a closet in the 
Narthex. 
     Someone will be available 
to assist if it is your first time 
to help out.  
     The sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex.  
 
Thank you from the 
membership committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
\\\ 
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Help Spread the Word! 

We’re doing some pretty great things here at DHUMC and we want everyone to know it.  If 

you’re a Facebook person, share our church page posts with your Facebook friends. If you’re on 

NextDoor Drexel Hill, recommend the church to your friends and neighbors.  

 



 
 

 
 

  
 

Bible class to hear legendary one-act play  
 

     On May 8th, at 9:30 a.m., 
our Tuesday morning Bible Study Class is 
going to the theater! More actually, the 
theater is coming to the Bible Study. 
     Mary Reindorp, an English teacher in the 
Wallingford-Swarthmore School District, 
will be presenting her one-act play, Kiva 
Speaks: A play about the Legend of Brigid of 
Kildare to the Bible Study group. 
    Reindorp wrote the play after studying 
Celtic Spirituality with John Philip Newell. 
She was inspired by a play presented during 
Adult Ed time at Swarthmore Presbyterian 
Church in the late 1990’s based on the life 
of Julian of Norwich, and her play grew 
from there. 
     It touches on the themes of earth-based 
spirituality, the feminine divine, practicing 
peace, and the honoring of indigenous 
religious traditions as well as early 
Christianity. 
     The play was in the rehearsal and 
development stages during March and 
April. She has memorized the early version 
of the play and is prepared to present it 
with costumes and simple props.   
     At this point, she is reaching out to 
individuals, book groups and church groups 
in the area to act as “test audiences,” which 
will include our Tuesday morning Bible  
 

 
Study group. She will then ask everyone for 
feedback as she continues to develop the 
work.  
     Mary Reindorp taught English in the 
Wallingford-Swarthmore School District 
1986-2017. Prior to that she taught English 
as a foreign language in Cameroon, West 
Africa as a Peace Corps volunteer.  
     She has a BS degree from Carroll College, 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, with a major in 
English and Theatre Education and an MA 
degree in Theatre Education from 
the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.     
     She has taught creative drama for 
children and adults, and has used theatre as 
a medium of instruction throughout her 
teaching career. 
      She has led a variety of retreats for 
adults in Pennsylvania and New Jersey on 
the theme of “Journaling to Heal our Lives.”       
     She is currently teaching T’ai chi at 
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church.  
     Reindorp is committed to using theatre, 
movement, writing, and other arts to 
encourage community building.  
     Besides directing a play at Swarthmore 
College, Mary has been associated with the 
Philadelphia Young Playwrights program 
and the Creative Living Room in 
Swarthmore, writing and performing plays.  
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Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers to homebound     Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 

Helping with communion                              Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                           Charles Webb               chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                         Dan Matarazzo             office@dhum.org 
Help with community lunch (project RSC) Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 

Prayer Chain                                                     Jane Leggieri                 ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway in Philly    Russell Atkinson           pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                              Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Helping in the Sunday school                       Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                        Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 

Gardening                                                        Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
News media/photo/newsletter ministry   David Bjorkgren             dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 

Prepare after-church refreshments            Jane Todd                      janedt@verizon.net 
And anything else you can think of.           Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 
 If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact Pastor 
Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your interest area. 
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     George Bernard Shaw is said to have written, "The 
best place to find God is in a garden." 
     Won't you come see how true this can be on May 
4th as we spend time tending DHUMC's 
commemorative gardens?  A variety of activities 
enable you to choose the right one for you.  Weeding, 
edging, raking, trimming, staking, planting, and being 
in fellowship with one another are all possibilities.       
     Coffee and donuts will be out at 9 am. to help us get 
started.  Feel free to stop in any time you can, but 
please call Barb O’Connell at 610-544-2759 if you are 
planning to arrive after 2 p.m.   

mailto:crcarp@verizon.net
mailto:sallyannemullin@gmail.com
mailto:chuckster242@comcast.net
mailto:office@dhum.org
mailto:crcarp@verizon.net
mailto:ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net
mailto:pastor@dhum.org
mailto:docnea@verizon.net
mailto:giveemhelen@aol.com
mailto:acmullinv@gmail.com
mailto:texmomoc@verizon.net
mailto:dbjorkgren50@gmail.com
mailto:janedt@verizon.net
mailto:pastor@dhumc.org
tel:(610)%20259-2104


The following thank you notes were received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church: 

 

My dear friends and family. 

     Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! for the beautiful pot of tulips from the altar at Easter. They are so 

stately—beautiful. I look at them so much and can see each one of you and hear the beautiful music and 

sermon. I also want to thank you for the altar flowers from 1-1/2 months ago. They are so beautiful and 

lasted nice over a week.  Thank you also for the cards I have received. So many beautiful friends I made 

over the years at DHUMC.  I am so very thankful.  

     My love to you all.  

     Bettie Krom  

     P.S Another thank you for the newsletter. This is the main way of keeping in touch. I miss the kitchen.  

 

Dear DHUMC,  

     Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers and all of the cards and well wishes I received following surgery. 

Recovery is going well and I hope to return to church soon.  

     Thank you again for your thoughtfulness. 

     Sincerely,  
     Jim Hatten  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 9, 2018 
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Highlights of life at our church from 1934-1935 

(from a timeline listed in “A History of the Drexel Hill United Methodist Church”) 

1934 

1. An automobile service was started to convey those without transportation to and from 
church. 
2. The Methodist Episcopal Hospital Auxiliary was organized. The women met once a 
month to sew.  
3. A musical was given in the home of Mrs. Bohn, netting $106.25. 
4. The pastor’s salary was $3,600. The church membership was now 743 with 50 non-
resident members.  
5. One could buy a new home straight out of a Sears Roebuck catalogue.  
 

1935 
 
1. Groundbreaking for a new structure took place June 16 and the cornerstone was laid on 
Sept. 29. The buildings known as James Hall and the Educational section were added at a 
cost of approximately $53,000. The original purpose was to build a modern sanctuary over 
James Hall at a later time. 
2. The Communion Service was changed as follows: No singing of hymns—organ only. 
Young Ladies to go up as a group. Ushers to go up as a group. Officials to go up as a group.  
3. It was moved, seconded and passed by the Board of Stewards that a bill for 75 cents for a 
plant to Mrs. Barger be allowed for payment.  At the time, no money could be disbursed by 
any treasurer without a formal approval.  
4. The Senior Epworth League held a bake sale to earn money to send representatives to 
Collegeville during the summer. They later presented a play, ‘The Dead of Night’ for the 
benefit of the League, Collegeville and the Building Fund.  
5. The Home Department felt that all contributions should be voluntary due to the 
Depression. 
6. On Nov. 10, members of the congregaton pledged $11,500 in connection with the 
memorialization of equipment, rooms, windows, furnishings and the organ.  
7. The rapid expansion of the church in this and ensuing years was due to the development 
of the Aronimink section west of the trolley tracks and the drawing power of Dr. James. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Tracy McPherson        
and Dave O’Connell  
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     On April 14, church volunteers (shown above) put up a display 

of T-shirts on the church lawn at 600 Burmont Road.   A big thank 

you to the following members who helped to build the “Memorial 

for the Lost” display: Brenda Poole, Frank and Diane Whitehead, 

Dick and Becky Harbison, Jack and Charlene Neigh, Tracy and Allie 

McPherson, Sally Mullin, and Barb O’Connell.  Each T-shirt 

represents one of 174 individuals killed by gun violence in 

Delaware County in the last 5 years, listing the name and age of 

the victim and when they died. The April display has helped build 

awareness of the problem of gun violence to people in our 

community and was a project of Heeding God's Call, a faith-based 

movement to prevent gun violence.  A representative of Heeding 

God’s Call helped dedicate the T-shirt display on April 29. 

     There is another opportunity to voice our concern over the 

prevalence of guns and the violence that too often take innocent 

lives.  The Demand the Ban event originally scheduled in March 

will take place on May 16. Heeding God’s Call and Delco United 

for Sensible Gun Policy are co-sponsors of this event.  It begins at 

Old Reformed Church of Christ (4th and Race Sts.) and proceeds 

to Sen. Toomey’s office for a non-violent demonstration to urge 

the Senator to sign on to a bill to ban assault weapons.  If 

interested in attending, please contact Dave O’Connell for more 

details. 



    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

the fourth Saturday of May, on May 26, 

2018, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Rainbow 

Room (Fellowship Hall).The Project Reach 

Serve Care program provides a free hot 

catered lunch and friendly fellowship, to 

anyone in the community who wishes to 

attend.   

    

 

  

 

 
 

FOOD BANK  
 
     Our Outreach Committee’s food bank ministry continues to accept donations of 
nonperishable foods for the Upper Darby  Food Cupboard. We have been very 
fortunate - the fortunes of needy families in our community could be uplifted by our 
pilgrimage to deeper faith.  Please bring canned and boxed foods such as: cereal, 
tuna, jello and pudding, pasta, soup and canned pasta meals.  Our Drexel Hill United   

                   Methodist Church food chest is kept in the narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 
OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon (usually the day after our monthly RSC luncheon on 
Saturday), sandwiches and snacks are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a tough time and delivered to them at 
Aviator Park across from the Franklin Institute.  The Open 
Church on the Parkway visit includes a small worship service.   
Volunteers are welcome to join Pastor Russell for the next 
visit, scheduled for May 27. If you’d like to make difference in 
the lives of others, please contact Pastor Atkinson.   
 
 
 
 
 
RSC LUNCHEON  
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AIDS Benefit concert 
     Drexel Hill United Methodist Church will present its annual AIDS Benefit concert on 
Friday, May 4, 7:30 p.m., in the church sanctuary, 600 Burmont Road in Drexel Hill.  
     A free will offering will be taken. Featured will be music from the chancel choir, directed 
by Dan Matarazzo, along with instrumental and vocal solos, duets and quartets. Selected 
pieces include "Hear My Prayer," arranged by Moses Hogan; "Here I Am, Lord," arranged by 
Craig Courtney, Cyndi Lauper's "True Colors" and Ola Gjeilo's "Ubi Caritas." Guest 
performers include the Delchordians and the women's quartet, Audacious.   
     All proceeds from the concert will be donated to the Family and Community Service of 
Delaware County. This organization offers medical case management, transitional housing 
and prevention/counseling services to families and individuals affected by HIV/AIDS 
throughout Delaware County.    
     A reception will follow the concert. For more about this concert and other offerings at 
the church, visit www.dhum.org or visit Drexel Hill United Methodist Church on Facebook.  
 

Become a patron and support this worthy cause 
     Want to support Family and Community Services of Delaware County beyond your free will 
offering?  Now there’s an opportunity to become a patron for our 2018 AIDS Benefit concert.  
For a donation of $30, we will include your name in the concert program. This is a great way to 
help out even if you can’t make it to the concert.  
     Just provide the church office with your name and donation by Thursday, May 3, so we can 
include your name in the program.  
     Family and Community Services of Delaware County, with offices in Media and Chester, 
helps patients with HIV,  heart disease or chronic diseases such as diabetes navigate the health 
care system and help with medical case management.     It also offers HIV/AIDS prevention 
education and outreach services to students attending Delaware County schools and colleges, 
churches, senior centers, prisons and other interested groups and organizations. One on one 
counseling is provided to individuals who are currently living with HIV/AIDS or at high risk for 
acquiring HIV/AIDS and other STIs. The program focuses on changing behaviors and 
encouraging individuals to make healthy choices and reduce the risk of STI transmission. 
    This organization also runs The Ralph Moses House, which provides supportive transitional 
housing for 10 formerly homeless men living with HIV/AIDS.  Residential staff assist clients in 
managing their HIV and learning key life skills needed to live independently and self-sufficiently. 
Residents typically remain in the program for six to nine months with the goal of permanent 
independent housing in the community. 
     As a patron, you’ll have an opportunity to make a difference through Family and Community 
Services to make a real difference for those continuing to suffer with this disease.  
  

MINISTRY@DHUMC 
 

MAY 2018    www.dhum.org 

http://www.dhum.org/


 
 

 
 
The Nursery School regular season comes to an end May 16, but 
the school is once again extending its school season May 22 to 
June 15 with its Summer Jamboree.   This extension includes 3-
day and 4-day classes.  Mother’s Day Out will be offered 
Tuesdays through Fridays, May 22 to June 15. For more 
information, call 610-259-1444, or visit the nursery school 
website at www.drexelhillmethodistnurseryschool.com. 
 

Kicking back with the Easter Bunny  
    The Nursery School recently hosted an Easter party for the 
children, who enjoyed holiday arts and crafts and snacks.  There 
were home-made Easter baskets, paper chicks and, of course, 
bunny pictures and bunny ears!  An egg-cellent time was had by    

                                                       everyone, making sure Easter truly was on its way. 
 
      
 

 
Photos courtesy of Jennifer Ryan  
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference to examine its institutional racism 
 
BY JOHN W. COLEMAN 
      Let’s talk about racism. Many in the Eastern 
PA Conference have been doing that for years, 
and even more intensely the past few years.       
     From Healing the Wounds of Racism and 
Changing Racism interactive training events, to 
Annual Conference guest preachers and 
presenters, from district and church workshops 
and dialogues, to cross-racial/cross-cultural 
appointment forums. Even interracial worship 
and pulpit exchanges added for good measure. 
     But now, thanks to efforts to fulfill the *Call 
to Action resolution endorsed by annual 
conferences and bishops at the 2016 
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, our talk 
about racism is about to go deeper, further, and 
become more intentional and evaluative.  

     The NEJ resolution calls on each conference 
to make “efforts to address, confront, and     
otherwise demand systemic fundamental and 
institutional change both within the church and 
the world…”   The Eastern PA and Peninsula-
Delaware conferences have co-employed 
organizational consultants Dragonfly Partners to 
conduct structural, or institutional, racism 
assessments with each conference separately.     
     They will use candid, in-depth discussions 
with groups of racial-ethnic members and also 
key conference leaders. The two conferences 
are sharing the considerable cost of the 
consulting service to make it affordable.   
 
READ MORE 
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https://www.epaumc.org/news-information/2018/04/conference-to-seek-racial-justice-transformation/


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Photo courtesy of Whiney White Junger 
                           Tess Junger, a student at Monroe Elementary, Oklahoma City, participates                                
                           in a demonstration of support for the teachers asking for better wages and conditions. 
 
By Kathy L. Gilbert 
 
     Among the thousands of 
protesting teachers on the 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
grounds are United 
Methodists handing out 
necessities — water, 
sandwiches, toilet paper — 
as well as words of support 
and prayer. 
     “Our kids need to be 
educated, teachers need 
raises and supplies,” said 
the Rev. Scott Spencer, 
pastor of Mosaic United 

Methodist Church. “We 
want to be involved, we 
want to do more than just 
pray. We believe in prayer, 
but want to combine that 
with acts of justice.” 
     Many of the day camp 
teachers at Elk City United 
Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City are teachers 
who were protesting for 
two days.     
     Many of the day camp 
teachers at Elk City United 

Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City are teachers 
who were protesting for 
two days. 
     Spencer said he and 
other volunteers from the 
church make a point of 
asking the teachers what 
they need and want. That’s 
how the need for toilet 
paper came up. 
 
 
READ MORE 
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http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodists-support-students-protesting-teachers
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