
 

 

 

 

 

When Is One Greater Than One? 

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are differences 

of administrations, but the same Lord. 

And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in 

all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For 

to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 

knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the 

gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 

To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of 

spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of 

tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every 

man severally as he will.” 

 

Corinthians 12:4-11, King James Bible
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By Pastor Russell Atkinson 

    

    Industry loves motivated 

employees. Barbara, my 

wife, tells me about the T-

shirt she received during 

one of the reorganizations 

of the publishing firm for 

which she worked in the 

1990s: TEAM; Together 

Everyone Achieves More.  

    Political parties love 

motivated members. ‘By 

the strength of our 

common endeavor we 

achieve more than we 

achieve alone.’  

    These words come at the    

beginning of the updated 

Clause Four of the British 

Labour party constitution.              

    Away from corporate 

profit margins and 

parliamentary politics, 

these sentiments echo St. 

Paul when he refers to the 

Church as a Body made up 

of many parts, needing to 

co-operate. The image is 

useful for our everyday 

work as disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  

    In our lives, we see the 

results of individualistic 

thinking day after day. We 

try to encourage all, but 

particularly the young, to 

see themselves as part of 

something bigger than 

themselves. That might be 

their family. It might be 

their school. It might be 

our church congregation.     

    That vision might 

eventually turn their gaze 

even to society as a whole, 

and a realization that with 

rights come 

responsibilities, and that 

little is achieved unless we 

co-operate with one 

another.      

    In any area of life, 

relationships and co-

operation are key. 

Managers worry about 

staff engagement, workers 

grumble about low morale, 

our nation worries about 

polarization, families 

lament their loss of 

communication.  

    No policy, incentive, or 

therapy is likely to work as 

thoroughly as renewing 

our sense of relatedness 

and inter-dependence – our 

need for one another. 

 

     Lord we pray for a fresh 

sense of respect for one 

another. Help us to try to 

bring out the best in our 

colleagues and relations, to 

acknowledge efforts made, 

even in the absence of 

success.  

    Amen.
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Ash Wednesday 101 

    Ash Wednesday services are March 1 at 7:30 p.m. Drexel 

Hill United Methodist Church will join with the Mary 

Magdalene Community with Rev. Nancy Hawes participating 

in leading worship. There are no prerequisites to attend this 

service. 

    This simple and clear service will allow the participant to 

understand the meaning of Ash Wednesday and its vital 

importance to Christian faith.  The service will focus on these 

dual themes of sin and death in the light of God’s redeeming 

love in Jesus Christ.  At the heart of the Christian faith is our 

participation in the life, suffering, death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Jesus Christ the Lord.   

    For many centuries, certain disciples of Jesus have 

followed the annual Christian calendar and various 

lectionaries in order to participate fully in each dimension of 

the faith. 

     Ash Wednesday is a particular time for new beginnings in 

the faith, a time for returning to the Lord.  On this day we 

recall our mortality and wait upon the Lord for a renewing 

Spirit.  The use of ashes as a sign of death and repentance has 

a long history in Jewish and Christian worship, and the 

imposition of ashes can be a powerful experience of 

participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation.  

This practice is the historic focus of Ash Wednesday 

observances and gave the day its name. The palm branches 

from last year’s Palm Sunday service will provide the ashes 

for this service. 

 

 

Give Up the “Up”! 

     Are you giving up something for Lent? Chocolate? 
Alcohol? Dunkin Donuts?  Take a radical approach 
this year – give up giving up and give instead!  Count 
your blessings and make a difference for some of the 
world’s poorest people. 
    There are many practical reasons to ignore Lent.  
Observing Lent takes time.  It can be inconvenient.  It 
can call attention to itself.  True though all these 
statements are, there are great benefits to the 
discipline.  In a life of seemingly endless distraction, 
Lenten observances are a blessing of concentration 
on what is core to our lives.  
     We remember that the power of Christ continues 
to overcome the temptation to evil, self-
centeredness, and hate. As we journey through Lent 
we do well to remember the ancient meaning of the 
season as it is recorded for us in the traditional 
Lenten collect: O God our deliverer, you led your 
people of old through the wilderness and brought 
them to the promised land. Guide now the people of 
your Church, that, following our Savior, we may walk 
through the wilderness of this world toward the 
glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen. 
    Make a Lenten Covenant this year. Whatever we do as 

a Lenten Discipline is meant to help us spiritually to 

become more truly the person God would have us be.  

     Covenant disciplines are stronger when we ask others 

to hold us accountable.  Share your covenant 

commitment with someone.  

This Lent, consider a covenant to strengthen your 
spiritual journey by observing one (or more) of the 
following disciplines:  
 

Prayer--Take the worship bulletin home and pray the collect 
and confession each day of the week. Pray every day for each 
person you know who has: married this year, lost a loved one 
this year, stopped coming to church, gone on a mission trip, 
been baptized this last year.  Read a daily devotional book.  
Fasting -- (the money or time saved can be given to our Food 
Bank ministry) Stop eating meat on Fridays.  Stop saying 
sarcastic things.  Don’t go to restaurants. Stop checking the 
computer after 8PM. Limit your television hours.  Only eat at 
mealtimes.  
Almsgiving --Make 10% (a tithe) of your grocery bill an 
offering our Food Bank ministry.  Give 5% of the value of your 
car to City Team Ministries.  Give 10% of your gasoline bill to an 
upcoming DHUMC Volunteers In Mission project. 
Study during Lent --Read Matthew’s Gospel (only 28 chapters 
– you can do it in an afternoon!)  Commit to attending an Adult 
Christian Education class during Lent – either Sunday morning 
or Thursday night.  Re-read the Sunday lections on 
Wednesdays.  Read something scholarly about the intersection 
of religion and science. 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

I’m Methodist. What Did I just Say? 
6:30-7:25 p.m., Thursdays during Lent, March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6 (with a simple meal provided, 6 

p.m.) 

 

    No matter how successful we are in recovering our Methodist tradition, there can never be a return to 

a pure, unmixed essence of Methodism, Christianity, or anything else. Whatever is life? It is the 

challenge of bringing the value of our heritage and the truth of our faith in God to the chaotic, dynamic, 

and creative moment in which God has blessed us to live. 

     This study will seek to be conservative and revolutionary - in the classical sense of the term 

“conservative,” we’ll explore those roots from which we Methodists have sprung as a denomination. 

Without such recall we perish. Without that understanding we are just another group of Christians 

looking for the next fun, cool, and inspirational DVD series from the Right On Ministries publishing, 

Inc. Without an understanding of what our grandparents did with the gospel we are just orphans in the 

savviest marketing environment the faith has ever known. 

     This study will also seek to be inventing the future, knowing that revolutionaries, (like Thomas 

Jefferson) are historians first, and the church’s mission tomorrow will depend upon our understanding 

the radical qualities which characterized our mission yesterday. Jesus didn't just walk the Earth – he 

walked it in a certain time and place – if you don't know that time and place you'll be missing part of the 

story. If you don't know the time and place where Methodism started, you'll be missing part of our 

denominational story.  

     You won’t need to buy a book – come out and learn some more about Methodism! 

 

Dethroning Mammon 
8:30-9:30 a.m., Sunday mornings during Lent, beginning March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9 

 

    In the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, a common genre in church literature was, "How to be a Christian 

Businessperson." This subject has been less well covered for decades now.  

    Author Justin Welby looks at the subject of money and materialism. Designed for study in the weeks 

of Lent leading up to Easter, Dethroning Mammon reflects on the impact of our own attitudes, and of 

the pressures that surround us, on how we handle the power of money, called Mammon in this book.      

    Who will be on the throne of our lives? Who will direct our actions and attitudes? Is it Jesus Christ, 

who brings truth, hope, and freedom? Or is it Mammon, so attractive, so clear, but leading us into paths 

that tangle, trip, and deceive? Archbishop Justin explores the tensions that arise in a society dominated 

by Mammon’s modern aliases, economics and finance, and by the pressures of our culture to conform to 

Mammon’s expectations. Following the Gospels towards Easter, this book asks the reader what it means 

to dethrone Mammon in the values and priorities of our civilization and in our own existence.  

    In Dethroning Mammon, Justin Welby, the former oil industry financial executive turned Archbishop 

of Canterbury, challenges us to use Lent as a time of learning to trust in the abundance and grace of 

God. 
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Characteristics of Missionary Congregations 

     Have you ever felt missionary zeal?  How can we know if we are being who we are called to be as a 

congregation of disciples?  One way is to rely on our feelings; does our activity seem right, does our 

congregation feel comfortable?  

     Another way is to measure.  Consider the following work done by Claude E. Payne and Hamilton 

Beasley that appeared in the 2001 issue of Congregations, a publication of the Duke Divinity School-based 

Alban Institute.  How does our DHUMC congregation live out our mission in the world?   

      

    Missionary congregations are invigorating places to be.  Alive with the presence of the Holy Spirit, they: 

 
1) Embrace evangelism and the Great Commission as fundamental to their ministry and church growth as a natural 

and desirable result. 

2) Focus on making disciples and on the spiritual development of their members, which leads to miraculous 

expectation and to the glorious transformation of lives rather than to maintenance of the status quo. 

3) Make the Christian faith and the church relevant to everyday life, especially as a source of meaning, challenge, 

direction, and inspiration. 

4) Communicate the Good News in clear language that is devoid of Christian jargon and is therefore meaningful to 

seekers and newcomers. 

5) Emphasize the power and importance of prayer and provide multiple opportunities for individuals and groups to 

pray. 

6) Create many small groups within the congregation through which individuals can experience community, meet 

personal and spiritual needs, and share their faith and fears. 

7) Provide diverse educational opportunities for both adults and children to learn more about the tenets of the 

Christian faith, about spiritual growth, about the mission of the church, and about how to share their spiritual treasure 

with others. 

8) Offer many and varied lay ministries developed to meet the needs of both church members and the unchurched in 

order to teach service and discipleship and to involve the vast majority of the congregation in Christian service. 

9) Explain the uniqueness of the denomination’s religious tradition so that newcomers and members can understand 

the beauty and richness of the Christian faith as it is expressed in the denomination. 

10) Accept doubt and disbelief as part of faith; welcome difficult questions about God and the church; and are 

supportive and tolerant of seekers, newcomers, and others who are still “disciples in the making.” 

11) Encourage open and honest sharing among members about their faith and its powerful effect on their lives, 

including stories of the miraculous and the transformative. 

12) Understand the importance of biblically literate members and so offer multiple opportunities for biblical studies, 

including regular Sunday Bible study classes, Bible study in other Sunday school classes, weekday Bible study 

groups, and special Bible study groups such as Disciple Bible studies. 

13) Provide meaningful and enthusiastic worship experiences that feature a spiritual component, offer an encounter 

with God, and carry a powerful homiletic message that is relevant to the struggles and joys of daily life for both 

visitors and disciples. 

14) Enthusiastically welcome visitors and newcomers and attempt to integrate them rapidly and deeply into the life of 

the congregation. 
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March services 
 
1 March Ash Wednesday                                                                      

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Ps 51:1–17; 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Mt 6:1-6, 16–21       

Rev. Nancy Hawes and the leadership of the Mary Magdalene 

Community                                           

 

Sunday, March 5, 2017 First Sunday in Lent  

Communion 

Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7; Matthew 4:1–11              

Sermon: “The Devil’s Clickbait”    Rev. Nancy Ross, Elder, EPA UMC 

 

12 March Girl Scout Sunday       

Begin Daylight Saving Time 2 a.m.       

Gen 12:1–4a; John 3:1–17   

Sermon: “Ambiguity” Pastor Atkinson 

 

19 March Third Sunday in Lent                                                             

Exodus 17:1–7; John 4:5–42  

Sermon: “Unlikely Angel” Pastor Atkinson 

 

26 March Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                            

Special service: Spirituals  

Ps 23; John 9:1–41   

Sermon: “Getting Intimate” Pastor Atkinson 
 

Jim Hatten 
announced he is 

retiring after about 15 

years of service from 

the Board of Trustees 

and as liaison to the 

finance committee.  A 

cake in his honor was 

presented by Pastor 

Russell Atkinson at 

the Feb. 12 service. 

From everyone at 

Drexel Hill United 

Methodist Church, a 

sincere thank you to 

Jim for all of his 

tireless work on our 

behalf.  

EASTER PLANTS 

Easter flowers may be ordered on 

the following dates, or by sending 

your order to the church office: 

March 26, April 2 and April 9. You 

can give your orders to Sally Mullin 

or Cindy Carper. Cost is $10 and 

orders should be designated in 

honor or memory of someone. 

 

    Our Sunday, March 26 service will 

be filled with music and history as we 

sing special hymns and the choir 

performs selections devoted to the 

African American Spiritual.  

    The choir will sing a beautiful 

arrangement of “Wade in the Water” 

and the congregation will be invited to 

sing several hymns arranged by 

William Farley Smith from the 1989 

United Methodist hymnal.  

    Smith was a gifted United Methodist 

musician who restored many African-

American songs to their original 

settings.   

  Selected hymns will include “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot”, “This Little 
Light of Mine”, “There Is a Balm in 
Gilead”, and “Go, Tell It on the 
Mountain.”   

March 26 service explores 

role of Spirituals in faith   

http://www.dhum.org/


 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
Bringing a piece of John Wesley’s chapel to DHUMC 
      

     Few of us are aware that the wooden plaque hanging on the left Sanctuary wall near the doors 

to the office entrance contains marble pieces from the Apse of the Wesley Chapel in London, 

England.  Church historian Margaret Dimmler offers up this fascinating story about the opening 

of the renovated Wesley Chapel and about how those marble pieces came to our church.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

 

 

 

 

The following thank you notes were received at                                    

Drexel Hill United Methodist Church: 

From Dave O’Connell: 

“Thanks to all my DHUMC friends for the thoughts, prayers and 

beautiful flowers!” 

From Curly: 

“To all: 

Thank you so much for your prayers, calls and cards. Cindy and Sally, 

thanks for dinner last Saturday. Enjoyed. Should be back Sunday, 

Feb. 5, 2017.” 

 

    The RSC luncheon is 

scheduled for Saturday, March 

25, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in 

Fellowship Hall. 

    The Project Reach Serve Care 

program provides a free hot 

catered lunch and friendly 

fellowship to anyone in the 

community who wishes to attend.  

 

  

Thanks to everyone’s generosity and 
cravings for soup and sandwiches, 
the church collected 342 pounds of 
food and goods Feb. 5 for the Upper 
Darby Food Bank at this year’s 
Souper Bowl of Caring. Cash 
donations of $176 were also 
received.  

Souper Bowl success! 
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Blue and Gold Banquet 

Cub Scout Pack 92 celebrates the Scouting 

Anniversary Week in February or March with a 

"birthday party" called the blue and gold 

banquet. The banquet, held at the church, is the 

highlight of the year. This year’s blue and gold 

will be held March 4 and will include a luncheon, 

entertainment and awards for scouts. The most 

exciting awards will be given for the pinewood 

derby winners. It brings families together for an 

afternoon of fun and celebration.  

 

http://www.dhum.org/


 

 

 

(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 

Gretna Glen hosts multicultural youth retreat    
 
By John W. Coleman 

    “Actively Discovering Human Diversity.” With that intriguing title, Gretna Glen Camp & 

Retreat Center in Lebanon will host two dozen teenagers of different racial-ethnic groups, all in 

grades 8 to 12, for a weekend retreat March 3-5. 

    Just as the title says, youth who attend will enjoy “actively discovering” new knowledge about 

the diversity of the human family. And some will likely form new friendships, as they engage in 

creative, interactive simulation exercises followed by debriefings, along with games and 

recreation, planning and leading worship, “hanging out,” eating together and singing while 

sharing S’mores around a campfire.   READ MORE 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 

(The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of d.light 
A young boy holds a d.light solar lamp at 

his home in the Mathare slum, Nairobi, 

Kenya. Wespath Benefits and Investments 

has invested about $30 million in solar 

projects, including d.light. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church investments take on climate change 
 
By Heather Hahn 
Feb. 21, 2017 | UMNS 

     
    Apollo Kagwe, an herbalist in rural Kenya, relies on a solar-powered lantern to light his way home 
from work and illuminate his household into the night. 
    “Without it, I would be blind,” he told d.light, the company that sold him his lantern. 
    Wespath Benefits and Investments, The United Methodist Church’s pension agency, has invested 
some $30 million in enterprises such as d.light that provide solar-powered lighting and home kits 
for people who live off the electrical grid. 
    The investment in solar lights is just one way Wespath seeks to live out church social teachings 
while carrying out its fiduciary responsibilities to United Methodist clergy and other investors. 
Here is another. Wespath has joined 13 other global investors in launching the Transition Pathway 
Initiative, an assessment of how companies are making the transition to a low-carbon economy. 
READ MORE 
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            March 2017 church calendar 
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