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Can Something New Be Old? Old New? 
     
“And no one puts new wine into old 
wineskins. If you do, the wine will burst the 
skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are 
the skins. But new wine is for fresh 
wineskins.”  Mark 2:22 
 
    “That's ancient, dude! You are so old 
school!”  
     I'm old enough now to want to go 
somewhere new with this familiar passage 
from Mark about innovation. Sometimes I 
get to wondering if there is anything 
spiritually new out there. Is there anything 
new under the sun? 
    A Cambridge lecturer once gave a talk in 
Beijing. He began his lecture and, after a 
sentence or two, stopped in order to let the 
translator translate. But the translator 
waved him on saying, "Carry on; I’ll tell you 
when to stop." So he carried on, 
uninterrupted, for about 15 minutes. The 
Chinese interpreter then turned to the 
audience and said four words in Mandarin. 
Four words, and then told the lecturer, 
"Carry on. Carry on." 
    The same thing happened after another 
15 minutes. He spoke again and the 
translator said four words. The same thing 
happened after 45 minutes and, at the end, 
the translator gives three words in 
Mandarin. As the audience left, he turned to 
the interpreter and said, "That was 
unbelievable! I gave a most complicated 
lecture and you compressed it into those 
few words. What did you say?" 
    The translator said, "That was easy. ‘After 
15 minutes I said, ‘So far he hasn’t said 
anything new.’ After 30 minutes I said, ‘He  

 
still hasn’t said anything new.’ After 45 
minutes I said, ‘I don’t think he’s going to 
say anything new,’ and after an hour I said, 
‘I was right.’ 
    So can we say anything new about faith? 
    We are about to celebrate Rally Day 
(Sunday, Sept. 10) and launch into a whole 
new program year at Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church. A week and a half later, 
Jews will be celebrating Rosh Hashanah; 
new year. What little Hebrew I remember is 
rusty to be sure, but just last month I was 
reminded that שִל  the verb ,(Leshanot) תֹונְׁ
from which shanah comes, means “to 
repeat;” to do something a second time 
exactly as you did before. But leshanot also 
means “to revise or to change,” to do 
something a second time differently from 
the way you did it before. Two words that 
are contrary in English – “repetition” and 
“change” – in Hebrew are represented by 
the same word. In other words, every time 
we repeat our experience we find in it 
something new. 
     That's what I'm hoping will happen for 
us this program year, beginning with our 
Sept. 10 Rally Day; I hope, as we tell the old 
stories and repeat the patterns of years 
past, we'll be filled with new inspiration 
and remember again the hope that God 
renews in us always and ever.God of every 
new beginning, help us remember that 
what is new is old and what is old is also 
new. Amen. 
 
 

Grace and peace . . . anew, 
Russell J. Atkinson 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 



 

September 2017    www.dhum.org 

MINISTRY@DHUMC 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Rally Day and Picnic 
And the Answer Is . . .  
     

    Our 2017-18 program year begins on 
Sunday, Sept.10, as we tackle the 
intriguing question of responding to: “And 
the Answer Is.”  
    This will be a time of sharing ideas and  
inspiration among the congregation. The 
Chancel Choir will return as will the 
Children’s message!     

    And prepare, following the service, all 
in attendance are welcome to  join in our 
fellowship picnic on the patio. 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, and veggie burgers 
will be provided.  
    Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share. 
 

  

 
Bible Study 
Tuesday Morning Faith 
Our congregation will be having a Bible Study/Faith Formation Class! The first three weeks 
we'll study selections from Matthew, than the group will identify its preferred area for 
study. We will meet on Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 12, 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the Bohn Parlor. 
 
9:30 - 9:45 a.m. - How goes it with your spirit? 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. - Study 
10:45 – 11 a.m.- Prayer and Praise 
 
This group is open to everyone, so please be liberal with your invitations. A vital 
congregation needs to ponder the scriptures. 
 

 
Bacon, Toast, and the Heavenly Host! 
    You will eat eggs and 
hear about Ecclesiastes, 
partake of tea and the 
Pentateuch, bagels and 
Bible!  

Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church will 
have a monthly breakfast 
with devotional, 
beginning Sept 7, 9 a.m., 
at Perkins Restaurant, 

706 N Lansdowne Ave, 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026. 
Come out for breakfast, a 
short devotional, and 
fellowship. 
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September Sunday services 
 

3 September, 13th Sunday After Pentecost (Communion) 

Matthew 16:21-28   

Sermon: “Choosing Up Sides” Pastor Atkinson 

 

10 September,  Rally Day 

Rally Day theme: “And the Answer Is” 

Matthew 18:15-20  

Sermon: “Miss Manners” Pastor Atkinson 

 

17 September, Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Matthew 18:21-35  

Sermon: “Patience, Pity, and Repetition”Pastor Atkinson 

 

24 September, Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Matthew 20:1-16  

Sermon: “Grace Enough?” Pastor Atkinson 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September - Walking With Matthew 
    Antioch, the largest city in 
Roman Syria, the third-
largest in the empire, is 
often mentioned as the 
location of the Matthean 
community.          
    The author of Matthew 
wrote for a group of Greek-
speaking Jewish-Christians.      
    Unlike Mark, the author 
of Matthew never explains 
Jewish customs, since his 
readers were conversant 
with them already; unlike 
Luke, who traces Jesus' 
ancestry back to Adam, 
father of the human race, 
Matthew’s writer traces it 

only to Abraham, father of 
the people of Israel.  
     During September, our 
Gospel lections will come 
from the 16th, 18th, and 
20th chapters. Here 
Matthew refers to a 
"church" (ecclesia), an 
organized group with rules 
for keeping order; this 
community was strict in 
keeping the Jewish law, 
holding that they must 
exceed the scribes and the 
Pharisees in 
"righteousness.”  
    Writing from within a 
Jewish-Christian 

community growing 
increasingly distant from 
other Jews and becoming 
increasingly Gentile in its 
membership and outlook, 
Matthew put down in his 
gospel his vision of an 
assembly or church in 
which both Jew and Gentile 
would flourish together. 
     As we consider these 
things in September, we 
will wonder at the 
community of the church 
and the gifts and challenges 
of life together in the 
community of faith. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
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The following thank you notes were received at Drexel Hill United Methodist Church:                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1, 2017 

To my dear friends, 

    Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!! for the beautiful bouquet of 

flowers from the altar last Sunday.  It was so nice to see Sally when she 

delivered them to me. They still look really beautiful.  

    I miss seeing everyone. You’re always in my prayers.  Drexel Hill United 

Methodist Church is very special to me and in my heart.  

    Thank you again.  

Love,  
Bettie Krom  

 
P.S. Thank you for all the cards you sent to me. So good hearing from you. 

 
Love, 

 Me again.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Drexel Hill United 
Methodist Church 
 

    We have been blessed this year 

with many wonderful donations. 

We would like to pay it forward. 

    In thanks for your generosity and 

support of the Cub Scouts, please 

accept this donation of $1,000 from 

Pack 92.  

    We look forward to many more 

years of partnership.  

 

Best Regards, 
Cub Scout Pack 92 

A Generous Community of Disciples 
A message from the Stewardship Group to the leaders of our 
congregation 
    Generous congregations have sufficient funds for ministry and 
mission. They joyfully offer their resources to God. We want to grow as a 
generous congregation. 
     The purpose of A Generous Community of Disciples is for everyone in 
the congregation to have the opportunity to reflect on their stewardship 
role and set foot on the path to becoming generous Christians. 
     We have developed a three-year plan to guide us. We need you, the 
congregation's leaders, to stand behind the plan, to promote it, 
participate in it, and lead the rest of the congregation in implementation. 
     Together we will be going on a journey in which everyone will be 
invited to come along. As a congregation, we will engage in Bible study, 
join in prayer, and analyze the financial capacity of the congregation, 
our giving history, and attitudes toward money and philanthropy. This 
will lead to the creation of a personal financial history and the 
development of personal giving goals. 
     A Generous Community of Disciples will take us from having a 
seasonal campaign to a year-round awareness of our stewardship role. 
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DHUMC Pastor and laity join healthcare rally  
 

 

 

 

 

By David O’Connell    
 

    On July 18, 2017 
DHUMC Pastor Russell 
Atkinson, the Mullins and 
the O’Connells joined 
about 60 others outside 
the office of Congressman 
Patrick Meehan (R-7) in 
Springfield to rally 
against bills in the House 
and Senate that propose 
deep cuts in Medicaid 
and other healthcare 
initiatives.       
    Bishop Peggy Johnson 
of the Eastern Conference 
offered a prayer along 
with Bishop Violet Fisher 
(retired), part of about a  
dozen Methodist clergy 
who attended. Many of 
the laity of several faiths 
were also there. 
    The rally was 
sponsored by POWER 
(Philadelphians 
Organized to Witness, 
Empower, and Rebuild), 
a faith-based social 
action organization, 
which included 
representative clergy 
from Lutheran, United 
Church of Christ, and 
Jewish denominations.      

    Also in attendance was 
Rev. Julie Sheetz, 
Villanova Campus 
minister for Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Outreach 
and Sister Suzanne 
Gallagher, Justice 
Coordinator for the 
Catholic Sisters of Mercy. 
    The proposed Medicaid 
spending cuts affect poor 
children, people with 
mental health issues, and 
disabled people, 
including 5 million 
special needs children.  
    Bishop Johnson quoted       

the Methodist discipline, 
which states that 
stewardship of health is 
the responsibility of each 
person to health has been 
entrusted and that health 
care is a basic human 
right. 
    As Methodists, we must 
continue to be voices for 
the children and 
powerless and continue 
to promote and pray for 
social justice in our world 
as we face the many 
challenges presented to 
us. 
    

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Members of our church family (from left) Sally Mullin, 

Pastor Atkinson, Barbara O’Connell, Alex Mullin and 

Dave O’Connell joined others July 18 to protest deep cuts 

in Medicaid, affecting poor children and the disabled.     
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    The next RSC luncheon is scheduled for 

Saturday, Sept. 23, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in 

the Rainbow Room (Fellowship Hall)..The 

Project Reach Serve Care program provides 

a free hot catered lunch and friendly 

fellowship, to anyone in the community 

who wishes to attend.   

    

 

  

 
 

 

Nursery school launches 2017-18 season  
    September begins a new 
season for the Drexel Hill 
United Methodist Nursery 
School.  
    Mother's Day Out 
Orientation Night is 
Monday, Sept. 11, 7 p.m. 
   Nursery School 
Orientation Night is 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, at 7 p.m 
     
     
 
 
 

 
 
                 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Half hour sessions for 
the 3,4/5 and 5-day classes 
are Wednesday, Sept. 13.  
    The first full day of school 
for the 3-day, 4/5 and 5-day 
classes are Thursday, Sept. 
14.  
    The first day of lunch is 
Thursday, Sept. 14.  
   For more information, 
visit dhumns@verizon.net, 
or call 610-259-1444. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOPE! TALKS: INSPIRATION FOR SMALL CONGREGATIONS 

HOPE! Talks: Inspiration for Small Congregations happens Oct. 21, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 

Lighthouse Fellowship UMC, 137 North Easton Road, Glenside, PA. Be inspired as speakers from 

small congregations doing great ministries share how God is moving and imparting hope to and 

through them.  Gain a new perspective. Ask questions. Connect. Be refreshed. Get hope!  Join 

us for this live-streamed, TED talks-style event sponsored by Bishop Peggy Johnson and the 

Cabinet. ASL Interpretation and Handicapped Accessibility will be provided. Registration is $10 

in advance and $15 at the door (includes breakfast and lunch) Want more information? Visit 

lfumcglenside.com/hope-talks. 

mailto:dhumns@verizon.net
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Food Cupboard donations 
    In the narthex of the church is a trunk in which to place donations for the Upper Darby 
Food Cupboard.  The Upper Darby Food Cupboard is located within a church on Wayne 
Avenue in Upper Darby.  
     It provides those in need, especially senior citizens, with a little extra food for their 
pantry to get them through the month.  Canned soups, fruit and vegetables, pasta, rice, 
peanut butter, jelly, rice, tea bags and cereal along with personal items such as shampoo 
and toothpaste are some of the items given to those who visit us each month.  
     The items are donated from churches, schools, scouts and other organizations and 
individuals.  If possible, think about the food cupboard when you shop and place an item or 
two in the trunk.   
    Members from our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church assist at the food cupboard each 
Monday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m..  We could really use some help.  If you would like to 
learn more, or come with one of us to visit, contact the church office.    
 
 

Volunteers sought for monthly 
Mission work in Philadelphia 

    Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon 
(usually the day after our monthly RSC 
luncheon on Saturday, 
sandwiches and snacks 
are collected for those in 
Philadelphia having a 
tough time and 
delivered to them at 
Aviator Park across from 
the Franklin Institute.  
The visit includes a small 
worship service. Clifton 

Heights United Methodist Church members 
make sandwiches and collect the snacks.  

     More recently, members of 
Drexel Hill United Methodist 
Church have joined the 
monthly mission.  Volunteers 
are welcome to help drive and 
deliver the food. If you’d like 
to make difference in the lives 
of others, please contact 
Pastor Atkinson.     
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DHUMC eases crowding with new sanctuary   

(The following information is provided in “The History of the Drexel Hill United Methodist 

Church.”) 

    
In the late 1940s into the early 
1950s, overcrowding became a 
serious problem at the church and 
plans were drawn up for a new 
sanctuary. 
    “It must be admitted that an 
overcrowded condition prevails in 
the Church at certain periods of the 
year, such as at the holiday seasons 
and at other special services. It is 
also evident that the average 
attendance of the church fairly fills it 
almost every Sunday, and that its 
limited size in this respect 
discourages a greater attendance,” 
noted a survey committee. 
    A 1951 description of the new 
Sanctuary described it to be of 
“Romanesque architecture and 
carries out the style of the older 
buildings. The architect was faced 
with the problem of designing the 
church edifice so it would be 
dominant among the buildings in 
the group. Viewed from every angle, 
we believe he has accomplished this.     
    He also desired to make the 
ornamentation so outstanding that 
it would command attention of those 
riding by.  Stone from several quarries 

has been matched into the walls to match 
the other buildings.   
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers, donations, readiness 
needed for Harvey response 
 
     As flooding and destruction from Hurricane Harvey in South Texas continue to grow, United 
Methodists across the nation are waiting to assist in clean up and recovery. Meanwhile, there’s 
much you can do. Hurricane Harvey hit hard. While storm-related deaths have been few so far, 
communities are devastated, and the rains, winds and floods will get worse over the next several 
days. This catastrophe is leaving its mark on the state of Texas with nearby states on watch. 
Recovery and rebuilding will be a long process.  

    Bishop Peggy Johnson reminds us to “Please keep all those affected in our prayers. Safety for 
those still in the storm areas, travel mercies for first responders going to the area, hope for those 
starting their recovery efforts. There will be at least three more flood crests in the Houston area! 

SEE MORE 
 
 
 
 

https://www.epaumc.org/home-page/involve/2017/08/response-to-hurricane-harvey/
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe water for 2 more Sierra Leone villages 

By Phileas Jusu  Aug. 22, 2017 | BO, Sierra Leone (UMNS) 

The United Methodist Global Health Initiative has provided much-needed toilets and wells for primary 

schools in two rural communities where diarrhea and worm infestations have prevailed. The goal of the 

project, which is part of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, is to reach a million children 

around the world by 2020. The $65,000 provided a four-seater toilet and a hand-dug well for United 

Methodist primary schools in Manjama and in Fulawahun, both in the Bo District. SEE MORE 

 

Photo by Phileas Jusu, UMNS 

Children and families clap in celebration as Bishop John K. Yambasu (far right 
in light blue shirt) pumps the first water from a new well during a dedication 
ceremony in Manjama in the Bo District of Sierra Leone.  

 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/safe-water-for-2-more-sierra-leone-villages
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SEPTEMBER 2017 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

          1  2 

             

3  4 Labor  
   Day 

 5 
Church 
choir  
7:30 
p.m. 

 6  
Finance 
Committee 
7 p.m. 
Church 
office 

 7  8  9 

             

10 RALLY 
DAY! To 12:30 

 11 

Administrative 
Board meeting      
7 p.m., Bohn 
Parlor 
Boy Scouts 
begin 7 p.m.  
Mother’s Day 
Out orient.  
 

 12 

Church 
choir  
7:30 
p.m. 
Nursery 
School 
orient. 

 13 
Cub Scouts 
begin          
7 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
begin       
4-5:30 
p.m. 
 

 14  15  16 

             

17 
Stewardship 
gathering 
after services 
with lunch 
11:15 to 1:30 
p.m.  

 18 
Boy Scouts 

 19 
Church 
Choir 
7:30 
p.m. 

 20 
Cub Scouts 
Girl Scouts 

 21  22  23 
RSC luncheon 
11:30 to 1:30  
Risen Hope 
event 
Sanctuary      
9 a.m. -noon 

             

24 
Outreach 
committee 
11:15 a.m. in 
church office 
Open Church 
on 
Parkway 

 25  26 
Trustees 
meet  7 
p.m. 
Church 
office 
Church 
Choir 
7:30 
p.m. 
 

 27 
Cub Scouts 
Girl Scouts 

 28  29  30 

             


