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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

           Easter in metaphor, Easter in fact

     

 
“And very early on the 

first day of the week, when 

the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb.  They 

had been saying to one 

another, “Who will roll 

away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?”  

When they looked up, they 

saw the stone, which was 

very large, rolled back.  As 

they entered the tomb, they 

saw a young man, dressed 

in a white robe, sitting on 

the right side; and they 

were alarmed.  But he said 

to them, “Do not be 

alarmed; you are looking 

for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified.  He has 

been raised; he is not 

here.”    Mark 16:2-6 

 

     Do you find the Easter 
story incredible? Surely, 
life after death is more 
digestible in its familiar 
other-worldly suit of 
harps, clouds, and halos.      
     But in the flesh! Now 
that is disturbing! For 
quite a few years now, I 
have been amazed at the 
immediacy of the Easter 

accounts in the Gospels. 
The incredible is so 
economically reported 
(here in Mark, just a few 
phrases), and the dazzling 
truth is so domestically 
wrapped!  
     This makes more sense 
to me as the years pass – 
Easter is not an event only, 
but the pattern of our 
lives. Our grieving creates 
a longing until our 
believing begets our 
belonging. Out of painful 
longings we develop new 
beliefs, the old beliefs 
passing away having 
served their day. Here is 
the deep mystery: death 
and the many little deaths 
of our lives becomes the 
doorway to growth and 
new life. This is the 
paschal mystery, from 
Pascha, the Hebrew 
Passover, where violent 
political oppression in 
Egypt becomes the birth 
pangs of liberation. The 
paschal mystery is seen 
most clearly in the cross 
and resurrection of Jesus: 
violent suffering 

transformed into loving 
energy. It is the message 
of the Joseph story in 
Genesis: 
“You meant it for evil, but 
God meant it for good, so 
that many people might be 
kept alive.” Gen 50:20 
     If we do not fill the 
vacuum of our losses with 
positive beliefs, the 
vacuum becomes filled 
with a sort of Gospel 
According to Hobbs, 
misbeliefs (life is a 
struggle, and then you 
die). We clutch these 
“attachments” to fill the 
void, until they disillusion 
us. But if we will stop to 
listen to our grieving, our 
temporary desires point us 
to our deepest Desire. I 
believe that is when the 
stone is rolled away dear 
friends. Our God has done 
an amazing thing for us. 
 
A blessed Easter to you, 
     And to those you love, 
          And to those they love, 
               And on and on until        
                     all the world is blessed. 
 

 Russell Atkinson 
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WORSHIP NOTES       

 

A service of Healing and Wholeness  

     There is a place to share pain and 
discomfort. There is a place to believe in hope. 
Join with your friends at church for our Holy 
Wednesday Service of Healing and Wholeness, 
7:30 p.m., Wednesday April 17th. We will gather 
in the Chancel. 
     Healing was central to the ministry of Jesus. 
It was a sign of God’s reign, bringing renewal 
and wholeness of life to those who turned to 
God in their need. Jesus sent out his disciples 
with the commission to ‘proclaim the reign of 
God and to heal’ (Luke 9:2). 
In every act of worship, the Church celebrates 
the grace of God who desires wholeness of 

body, mind, and spirit for all people. At a 
service of healing, we focus on that aspect of 
God’s character. We bring to God our own 
frailty and brokenness felt not just in physical 
illness, but in guilt, anxiety, and all the burdens 
which weigh us down.  We also bring our 
concerns for others and for the world. Above 
all, we come to the God who knows our needs 
before we ask, and whose love revealed in 
Jesus Christ is stronger than suffering and 
death. 
     Please come whether you are in infirmity or 
in health and we will be one in the Spirit. 

Hymn Background 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  
     In the English speaking 
world this is certainly the 
most recognized Easter 
hymn.  The words were 
first written by Charles 
Wesley in 1739, but ever 
since, others have added 
to, and subtracted from, 
this great Easter hymn.   
     Our 1989 hymnal was 
the first attempt, by a 
major American 
denomination to express a 
conviction for gender 
equality through inclusive 
language.  In stanza 1:2, 
“sons of men and angels” 

has been changed to 
“earth and heaven in 
chorus.”        
     Whatever its merits on 
poetic grounds it succeeds 
in avoiding the sin of 
sexism.  
     The poem was first 
published as “Hymn for 
Easterday.”  It had 11 four-
line stanzas.  In 1760 it 
appeared in A Collection 
of Psalms and Hymns, but 
had its stanzas reduced to 
eight.       
     Because John Wesley 
did not include the hymn 

in his 1780 Collection, it 
did not come into use until 
1831 in British Methodist 
hymnals, although it had 
been reprinted with 
“Hallelujah’s” added in 
other collections.  
      The text entered 
American Methodist 
hymnals in 1849, with the 
first five of the original 11 
stanzas.  The hymn was 
sung to a variety of tunes 
until the 1905 Methodist 
Hymnal coupled it with the 
present tune and altered  
(COLUMN CONTINUES BELOW) 
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  
(COLUMN CONTINUES) 
each line with the addition 
of the Hallelujah’s.  
      Hallelujah was changed 
to “Alleluia” in the 1935 
hymnal.  Our present 
hymnal includes seven 
stanzas; the second is the 
first couplet of Wesley’s 
second and the second 
couplet of his third.   
     The omitted couplets: 
 
Lo! our Sun’s Eclipse is 
o’er, 
Lo! He sets in Blood no  
 
 

more. 
Vain the Stone, the Watch, 
the Seal; 
Christ has burst the Gates 
of Hell! 
 
     Apparently, most 
modern versions conclude  
this hymn with the words 
“Ours the cross, the grave 
the skies.”  Surely, that is 
the way many of us 
remember it from our 
childhoods.   
     Our current hymnal 
restores the final two  
 
 

stanzas of Wesley’s 1739  
original, and provides a 
more accurate Wesleyan 
theology of eternal life.     
       As more than one 
Wesley scholar has noted, 
the Methodist movement 
has been concerned with 
eternal life here and now. 
 
King of glory, soul of bliss, 
Everlasting life is this, 
Thee to know, thy power 
to prove, 
Thus to sing, and thus to 

love.

Order your Easter flowers for the altar by April 14
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You can now order potted Easter flowers to place at the altar for 
Easter services, Sunday, April 21.  Cost is $10 per plant. Use the 
form in the church bulletin to order. For those who want to 
order, but don’t have access to a church bulletin, include on a 
piece of paper your name, phone number, the name of the person 
you would like the flower(s) to be in honor of, the number of 
plants being ordered, the amount enclosed with your order, and 
whether you would like the flower(s) picked up after the 10 a.m. 
service or sent to someone who is homebound.  Please include a 
check made payable to “DHUMC” with your order and mail it to:   
 
Easter Flower Order 2019 
Drexel Hill United Methodist Church 
600 Burmont Road  
Drexel Hill, PA 19026  
 
Payments must accompany orders and orders must be received 
by Sunday, April 14.  
 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Here’s where all those Easter traditions come from  

By Brenda Poole 

     The word Easter was a 
Saxon pagan word honoring 
the goddess Eastre/Oestre, 
whose symbol was the 
rabbit.  
     Parents would encourage 
their children to prepare 
Easter eggs, which would be 
hidden by the Easter Bunny 
on Easter Eve. The children 
would be encouraged to 
hunt for the eggs on Easter.  
     Nowadays, children 
celebrate the holiday with an 
Easter egg hunt, games, 
cartooning and a festival 
baskets filled with jelly 
beans, chocolates and other 
sweets. At today’s Easter egg 
hunts the eggs are often 
plastic and filled with candy.  
    Children are dressed in 
their most fanciful outfits 
and for some ladies,  Easter 
Sunday is a whimsical day 
attending church wearing 
extravagant hats or bonnets 
and beautiful dresses to 
match.  
     Families often have 
breakfast or brunch before 
heading off to services.  
     Baskets may be 
exchanged laden with small 
gifts, white lilies and passion 
flowers.  
      
      
      
    

 
 
 
 
 
     

Coloring eggs can be a fun 
family affair and certain 
foods can produce different 
shades of color. Spinach 
leaves make a nice green. 
Beetroot gives a red shade. 
Teabags can dye your eggs 
dark brown. Onion skin 
creates yellow/gold while 
red cabbage produces a light 
blue. 
     Easter Sunday is the only 
Christian holiday with 
moveable dates, using the 
Golden Number. 
     The date always falls 
between March 22 and April 
25. This year, Easter Sunday 
falls on April 21. The 2019 
Spring Equinox fell on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 
at 5:58 p.m. Future Easter 
dates that appear on the 
Gregorian calendar are:  April 
12, 2020; April 4, 2021; April 
17, 2022; and April 9, 2023.       
     The date falls the first 
Sunday after the full moon 
that occurs on or just after 
the Spring Equinox or Paschal 
full moon.  
     During the Spring Equinox 
(Vernal Equinox), the sun tilts 
toward the Northern 

Hemisphere. Spring begins 
with the Vernal Equinox 
which always occurs on 
March 19, 20, or 21.       
     Easter represents the 
Holiest Period in the 
calendar year.  
     Jesus Christ’s birth in 
Christianity is very important 
to mankind for it sets in 
motion God’s promise of the 
coming of the Messiah. 
However, Easter Sunday is 
the Holiest day in Christian 
belief because of Christ’s 
crucifixion and death, and 
with His Resurrection, man is 
offered Everlasting life!  
     Moreover, Ash 
Wednesday is the first day of 
Lent. The purpose of this 
time is to examine our 
relations with God and to 
receive the imposition of 
ashes, where the sign of the 
cross will be traced on our 
forehead.  
   Because Jesus is King, and 
purple is considered the 
color of royalty, most church 
colors on Easter Sunday will 
be purple.    
     Further, Lent is meant as a 
time to reflect on our 
relationship with Jesus; as it 
was 40 days in which Jesus in 
the desert was tempted by 
the devil.  Jesus did not eat 
or drink for this period, thus 
we follow his example of 
fasting for 40 days.                               
(COLUMN CONTINUES BELOW) 
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Here’s where all those Easter traditions come from 
(COLUMN CONTINUES) 
     Lenten season offers us 
replication in a small way 
that Christ sacrificed for us. 
     On Palm Sunday, Jesus 
made his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem riding a 
donkey. People threw palm 
and olive branches on the 
road so the donkey would 
have an easier walk on the 
stone road.  The people 
shouted “Hosanan”, meaning 
‘God Saves.’  
     Holy Thursday, or Maundy 
Thursday, is the Thursday 
before Easter. It is also 
known as the day of The Last 
Supper when Jesus washed 
the feet of his disciples’. The 
purpose of this act, besides 
one of humility?  Jesus tells 
his disciples: “I am among 
you as one who serves.” Luke 
22:27  
     Jesus also tells them in 
John 13:34, “I give you a new 
commandment: Love one 
another. As I have  
loved you, so you also should 
love one another.”     
     Jesus’s life of service 
culminates on the cross. 
However, Jesus did not die a 
martyr; He was human, 
struggling with 
overwhelming sorrow of 
going to the cross that we 
cannot imagine.  
    Mark 14:33 tells us of His 
distress. Being Divine did not 
save Jesus from the human 

experiences of grief. Isaiah 
53:4 describes Jesus as a 
suffering servant “crushed 
for our iniquities.”   
     Most of the time, gardens 
are places we go to for 
peace, and quiet reflection. 
However, in Matthew 26:36-
46, the Garden of 
Gethsemane did not offer 
this for Jesus; three times 
Jesus asked God to relieve 
Him from the torture of the 
cross, three times the Father 
gave no response.  
     In essence, the wrath of 
God was turned loose on 
Jesus. Jesus was sent to 
earth as a Divine human to 
bare humanity’s sin.  
     The fact that Jesus 
received no answer from the 
Father, does that make Jesus 
weak after asking God three 
times for relief?  
     Luke 22:43 tells us that an 
angel was sent by God to 
strengthen Jesus.  He went 
to the cross because that 
was why He came to earth.    
      I am no scholar, but I 
must say NO, because Jesus’s 
suffering and distress wasn’t 
a road from God’s path but a 
path toward resurrection, 
healing and salvation.    
     The next day, Good Friday, 
commemorates Jesus’ 
passion, crucifixion and 
death at Calvary. This 
precedes Easter Sunday, our 
celebration of Jesus Christs’ 

resurrection on the third day. 
For Christians, this fulfills 
God’s promise of Jesus’s 
greatest gift to us: our 
salvation; His Son died and 
paid the debt for our sins in 
full. 
     Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
to give of ourselves as Jesus 
did? Isn’t it better to give a 
dime if a dime is all we have 
rather than a dollar if we 
have a hundred dollars in our 
pocket?  
     Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if we saw someone who 
looked sad, to take the time, 
stopping them, and ask if all 
was well rather than hurrying 
pass them?     
     Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
to express words of love, 
caring and peace rather than 
walk amongst each other 
with closed mouths or words 
of unkindness and falsities? 
    LET US FOLLOW JESUS’S 
COMMADMENT, LET US 
LOVE EACH OTHER. 
     Let us remember the 
hungry, buy an extra can of 
peas, or several, if we can.  
Please buy staple foods, like 
cereal, peanut butter/jelly 
etc. and bring it to the food 
pantry in the Narthex.  
    The mission is to give and 
serve in the church what and 
when you can. GOD BLESS.  
HAPPY EASTER!   
Brenda Poole is a member of 
our congregation.  
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April Sunday services (Eastertide!) 

 

Sunday, April 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent  
Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 
Rev. Haigh-Ross preaching  
103 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
2071 “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
172 “My Jesus, I Love Thee”  

Sunday, April 14, Palm/Passion Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 19:28-40 
Sermon: “Choosing Liberation” Pastor Atkinson 
280 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  
2109 “Hosanna! Hosanna!” 
581 “Lord, Whose Love” 
2111 “We Sang Our Glad Hosannas” (alternative) 

Wednesday, April 17, Healing Service (see newsletter article above for information) 

Thursday, April 18, Holy Thursday Service at New Life United Methodist Church 
2600 Bond Avenue, Drexel Hill, PA 19026 (Time to be announced)  

                               
Friday, April 19, Good Friday, noon, Meditation on the Cross in the Chancel of the Sanctuary 

Sunday, April 21, Easter Sunday       
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18 
Sermon: “Easter Day” Pastor Atkinson 
302 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  
307 “Christ is Risen” 
306 “The Strife is O’er” 

 
Sunday, April 28, Second Sunday of Easter  
Acts 5:27-32; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31 
Sermon: “Without a Doubt” Pastor Atkinson 
315 “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 
706 “Soon and Very Soon” 
322 “Low in the Grave He Lay” 
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132  “All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded” 
 
 

Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow is Ash Wednesday 

In an annual tradition at many churches, guests enjoy a pancake supper on Shrove 

Tuesday, the day before the start of Lent when feasts and celebrations are held 

prior to the start of Lenten fasting. This year at our church, the Administrative 

Council hosted a pancake supper on Tuesday, March 5, in the Rainbow Room, 

where guests enjoyed fruit cocktail, pancakes with plenty of butter and syrup, 

pastries, sausages, coffee and other beverages. A delicious time was had by all.  

Here are a few photos from that night, and, thanks to Sally Mullin, we’re also 

including a recipe for the fruit cocktail which received rave reviews that evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by David Bjorkgren   
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It may have been a pancake supper but it was the tangy fruit cocktail that had the 
most recipe requests. For those unable to make it out to the supper, we’re 
including the recipe here so you can experience part of the supper for yourself. 
Enjoy! 
 

TANGY FRUIT CUP 

1 large can of mixed fruit in natural juice, drained 

2 large cans of sliced peaches in natural juices, partially drained and chunked 

1 large can sliced pears in natural juice, partially drained and chunked 

1 small can of pineapple chunks. drained 

1 small can of Mandarin oranges, drained 

2 apples, sliced and chunked (toss in lemon juice to retard browning, then drained) 

2 bananas, sliced and add at the last minute 

1 pkg. of Instant Lemon Pudding mix 

I added Maraschino cherries for color 

 

Combine all the fruits in a large bowl with enough of the peach and pear juice to make it a 

little soupy.  Add the dry pudding mix straight from the package directly into the fruit bowl 

and mix well until well blended.  Chill for at least an hour to marry the flavors and then 

serve.  This makes quite a bit so it is great for company or a brunch party. 
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Combined Ash Wednesday service kicks off Lent  
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Members of Drexel Hill United 

Methodist Church and the St. Mary 

Magdalene Community came 

together in McBurney Chapel  to 

observe Ash Wednesday the evening 

of March 6 and receive ashes.  Here 

are two photos from the service. 

Above, Caryl Conroy Johnson, 

RCWP, administers ashes to 

Pastor Russell. The ashes come 

from the palm leaves used in our 

church services during last year’s 

Palm Sunday. At left, Pastor 

Russell delivers a sermon/homily 

to the attendees of the Ash 

Wednesday gathering.  

The service included readings, 

hymns and a time for personal 

reflection as well as the 

administering of ashes.  

Photos by David Bjorkgren        
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our members  
 

 
Photo by Alex Mullin         
Long-time church member Sue Hepfer received a special send off at the March 3 worship 
service. Sue and her husband, Chuck, are relocating to Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. For her final 
service, the pastor offered words of appreciation and prayer to Sue as the choir serenaded her 
with “Go Now In Peace” for the benediction.  Sue has been an active member of the church for 
more than 40 years and was an especially bright light for our theater and music program, 
serving faithfully in the choir and providing much joyful singing and dancing in our church 
productions over the years.  We will surely miss you. May you continue to find joy and 
fulfillment in all your Delaware adventures yet to come. 
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In Memoriam  
 

Walt Vinnacombe      
 
     We also mourned the passing of two members of our church family in February and March.  
Walt Vinnacombe, father to Tracy McPherson, grandfather to Allie McPherson and husband to 
the late Barbara Vinnacombe, passed away Feb. 15, 2019 at the age of 80. A funeral service 
took place at the church on Feb. 19 with interment following at Fernwood Cemetery in Yeadon.  
    Walt was a long-time member of our church community, migrating to Drexel Hill United 
Methodist from Trinity United Methodist Church in East Lansdowne. He is best remembered for 
his gift and love of singing, always happy to perform as a soloist when needed and as a singing 
partner with Nancy Hawes, our Pastor of Visitation. His spirit and his kindness will be 
remembered by this congregation for a long time. 
     Walt lived in East Lansdowne most of his life. He served in the Navy from 1956 to 1958 and 
worked at Pennsylvania Railroad and Conrail before retiring in 1999. He sang with the USO at 
VA Medical Center in Philadelphia 
   Walt and his family were all familiar faces at our weekly worship services. Granddaughter Allie 
served the church as an acolyte.  Tracy, Walt McPherson and Allie have recently bought a home 
in Georgia and hope to start a new life there.  You can contact them at 2814 Baldwin Street, 
Columbus, GA 31906. You can also contact Tracy through Facebook. 
 

Gordon Griffith      
 
     The church also lost a beloved congregant, Gordon Griffith, who passed away March 2 at the 
age of 55.  A funeral took place at Drexel Hill Methodist on March 8 with a private interment 
following.   
     Gordon was born in Drexel Hill and lived in Upper Darby. He was a faithful participant in the 
church, serving as an usher and Trustee.  He attended church weekly along with his mother, 
Louise Griffith, and the enthusiasm of his faith and commitment were hallmarks of his time at 
Drexel Hill Methodist, for which we are very grateful.  Gordon will remain in our thoughts and 
we will continue to support and pray for Louise in this difficult time.  
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And here’s an invitation to join DHUMC’s new ‘gardening club’      
 
     Speaking of gardens, 
come gather in the 
gardens on Thursday, 
April 4, 3 p.m., to 
prepare the church 
grounds for the onset of 
spring. 
     Meet on the patio with 
your gardening gloves 
and appropriate tools and plan to spend 
no more than two hours readying the 
beds for the bulbs and trees to put on 
their show.  
     Also, please consider becoming a part 
of a crew of warm weather helpers who  

 
would volunteer to water the 
beds a couple of times over the 
summer.  
     Beginning in May, everyone 
is invited to become a 
founding member of “Garden 
and Grub.” On the second 
Wednesday of each month, 
enjoy some fresh air and 

exercise while deadheading blooms, 
watering the beds, weeding, and enjoying 
nature. After a good hand-washing, we 
will order hoagies/sandwiches from 
Wawa.    To find out more, contact Barb 
O’Connell at  610-348-9129.

 

Be an Altar Flower Angel  
     You can be an angel by delivering altar flowers to someone who could use some 

beauty in their day.  You can also provide those flowers.  Ask Sally Mullin or Cindy 

Carper for an open week.  The cost this year to order flowers is $30.   Be an Angel. 
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     First there was the Flower Show.  

     Now you can help create a beautiful garden in the front 

of the church. 

     For $10, you can order a plant for the garden in memory 

of or in honor of a person special in your life.  

     Plants can be ordered until April 14. 

     For more information and to order, email Sally Mullin at 

sallyannemullin@gmail.com, check in with her during 

worship service, or contact the church office. Payment can 

also be made at the church office.  

 
 

mailto:sallyannemullin@gmail.com


 
 

 

                Annual AIDS Benefit Concert Saturday, May 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the way, there’s always room in the choir! 
 

     Looking to get into the action and perform some fun and beautiful music? Our 
choir, under the direction of music director Dan Matarazzo, is always happy to 
welcome new members.  Our group of singers practice every Thursday evening at 
7:30 in the Sanctuary.   See Pastor Russell or Dan Matarazzo to find out more, or 
contact the church office at office@umc.org.   
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    The choir will host its annual AIDS Benefit 
concert Saturday, May 4, 7 p.m., in the church 
sanctuary. 
     This year’s concert theme is “Ray of Hope” as 
we focus on the medical advances made in the 
treatment of HIV AIDS while continuing to offer 
support to those living with the disease that still 
need our help.  A local AIDS charity will receive 
any free will offerings from the concert.  
    The concert will be a mix of choral works, 
quartets, duets, soloists and instrumentalists.   
     Further announcements with more 
information will be made during worship service 
and will appear in the church bulletin, in this 
newsletter and on the church website. We hope to 
see you at this beautiful and entertaining event.  
 A scene from the 2018 AIDS Benefit 

concert with a performance from the 

Audacious Quartet.  (FILE PHOTO) 
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The Power of Prayer  

Each week in our church bulletin, an insert provides the names of 

those for whom prayers have been requested.  

When the church office is made aware of a need, or when 

someone we know requests prayer, prayer chain members are 

notified. Those on the prayer chain are contacted by phone or e-

mail.  As we go about our daily activities, each of us takes some time to think about and pray for 

those who need our prayers.   

If there is someone or something you like to add to prayer requests, contact the church 

office at 610-259-2104, or email office@dhum.org. To be part of the prayer chain, notify 

the church office and provide an email address or a way to notify you when requests are 

made.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-school celebration April 30 

    A pre-school celebration will take place 
Tuesday, April 30, 7 p.m., in the gym for all 
nursery school classes.  
 

     The Drexel Hill Methodist Church Nursery is 

also accepting registration for the coming 

school year.  Schedule a visit for a tour.  Call 

610-259-1444 to make an appointment. 
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Sunday School Updates 

On Palm Sunday each child will receive a little booklet entitled 

“Palm Sunday Parade.”  These booklets were a donation from 

Rev. Nancy Hawes.  We will also learn about all the events of 

Holy Week leading up to Easter.   

 

 

 

 

For Easter Sunday, Rev. Hawes has given us Special Easter 

books and some crafts    The children will read the story of the 

Resurrection and do related crafts.   

 

 

Photos by Helen Campbell 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Sunday, April 21 Easter service, there 

will be an Easter Egg Hunt in the courtyard for all 

the children.   

 

                                                    2014 File Photo 

. 
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Tuesday Morning Faith Bible Study  
 
A special Bread and 
Broth Bible Study 
finishes up in April, 
Tuesday mornings, 
April 2 and April 9 at 
10:30 a.m. in the 
Rainbow Room. The April 2 study will 
feature John the Baptist and Beef 
Barley Soup while the April 9 study 
will focus on Jesus and Lamb Stew.  
All are welcome to participate in 
these last two sessions of the study. 
 

The soup is homemade by Pastor 
Jack Ross and the bread is 
homemade by Rev. Nancy Haigh 
Ross.  
The study focuses on the many 

references to breaking bread 
together as a sign of friendship found 
in the Old and New Testaments. The 
idea is to pursue your Lenten journey 
by feasting on the word of God and 
having communion with our Lord and 
one another in a fellowship meal.   
 

Lenten Bible Study focuses on American spirituals 

A Lenten study of 
scripture, spirituals 
and history called 
“Plenty Good Room” 
by Marilyn Thornton 
continues Thursday 
nights from 6:30 to  
 
 

 

7:30 in the Rainbow 
Room.  Each chapter 
explores an African 
American spiritual, its 
meaning and 
connection to 
scripture and history.       
     Please feel free to  
 
 

check it out on the 
Cokesbury site or 
Amazon. A light meal 
of soup will be 
available from 6 to 
6:30.   To find out 
more, email Jane 
Todd,  janedt@verizo
n.net.

Bacon, Toast and the Heavenly Host!
If you’ve got an appetite for the Word of God and a good breakfast, come on out 
to the Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. Lansdowne Ave. in Drexel Hill the first Thursday 
of each month. Led by Pastor Russell, the devotional breakfast begins at 9 a.m. 
The next breakfast takes place April 4. 
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Get Involved!  
     Worship is a blessing. Our Drexel Hill United Methodist Church is so much more! Are you 
looking for a way to serve through our congregation? Here is a list you might consider: 
  

Activity:                                                          Contact: 
Delivering altar flowers                            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Helping with communion                         Sally Mullin                    sallyannemullin@gmail.com 
Ushering                                                        Charles Webb                chuckster242@comcast.net 
Singing in the choir                                    Dan Matarazzo              dmatarazzo90@gmail.com 
Community lunch (project RSC)            Cindy Carper                  crcarp@verizon.net 
Prayer Chain                                                Jane Leggieri                   ferrante.leggieri@comcast.net 
Hand out lunch on the Parkway            Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhum.org 
Addressing Gun Violence                         Dave O'Connell              docnea@verizon.net 
Community Outreach                                Helen Campbell          giveemhelen@aol.com  
Helping in the Sunday school                  Helen Campbell             giveemhelen@aol.com 
Maintenance of the building                   Alex Mullin                     acmullinv@gmail.com 
Gardening                                                     Barb O’Connell              texmomoc@verizon.net 
Media/digital/newsletter                       David Bjorkgren            dbjorkgren50@gmail.com 
Prepare after-church refreshments    Jane Todd                         janedt@verizon.net 
And anything else you can think of.     Russell Atkinson            pastor@dhumc.org 
 

If you don’t use email but would still like to reach out to serve in an activity, just contact 
Pastor Atkinson at 610.259.2104 and he will get you in touch with a leader in your 
interest area. 
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Coffee and conversation 

     Be part of the team that’s making our coffee and social time after 

church such a big hit. We’re looking for volunteers who can offer a few 

minutes now and then before and after church to help set up/clean up 

coffee and snacks.   

     Will train! No experience necessary!  Benefits include: First dibs at fresh coffee and 

doughnuts, access to coffee klatch gossip and a chance to create a friendly, welcoming 

place for your fellow church-goers.   

     You’ll find a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and you can talk to Jane Todd (or email her 

at janedt@verizon.net) for more details.  

     We continue to welcome everyone to join us in the Narthex after service for a few 

minutes of coffee drinking, socializing and worship service critiquing. 
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As the church 

continued to grow in 

population, James Hall 

and the Education 

building were added 

to the property in 

1936 at a cost of 

$53,000. James Hall 

was renovated in 1954 

and a corridor cut 

through added to the 

social hall (now the 

Rainbow Room). The 

men identified in the 

photo were all church 

trustees.  

mailto:janedt@verizon.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Messages from the Outreach Committee: 
 
Easter (Spring Food) Baskets donations/volunteers sought   
     The Outreach Committee is busy putting together Easter “baskets” for about 20 needy 
families in the Upper Darby School District.  It is currently accepting monetary donations for the 
baskets.  Each basket will contain fresh fruit and vegetables, canned vegetables, cereal, snack 
bars, pancake mix and syrup. There will also be Easter treats and a $20 gift card to a 
supermarket.   
     We thank everyone who is helping with their time, energy and donations to this worthwhile 
project of our church.  
     All are welcome to join in with the packing of the baskets following service on April 7 and are 
grateful for any help you can give us.   The families are always very thankful.  

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Packing the Easter baskets in 2017.  File Photo  
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    The next RSC Community Luncheon 

will be the fourth Saturday of April, 2019, 

on, April 27, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 

Rainbow Room. The Project Reach Serve 

Care program provides a free hot catered 

lunch and friendly fellowship, to anyone in 

the community who wishes to attend.   

.   

    

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     FOOD BANK 

 

It’s still Lenten Days 
 

     Our Outreach Committee’s food bank ministry wants to challenge you 
to an experiment in Christian stewardship for the season of Lent.  Tithe 
your groceries!  Consider buying 10 percent more groceries during Lent 
until Easter (or calculating the 10 percent cash equivalent) and donating it 
to the food bank.  We have been very fortunate - the fortunes of needy 

families in our community could be uplifted by our Lenten pilgrimage to deeper faith. 
 Please bring canned and boxed nonperishable foods such as: cereal, tuna, Jell-O and pudding, 
pasta, soup, canned pasta meals.  
                          Our Drexel Hill UMC food collection is gathered in the narthex. You may bring a 
contribution at any time.  “For I was hungry and you gave me to eat.” 
 
 

 
RSC LUNCHEON  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW PROGRAM TO REPLACE OPEN CHURCH ON THE PARKWAY     
    In March, the church had its last monthly pilgrimage to Aviator Park 
to begin a new meal program that will take place three or four times a 
year, serving the homeless population in Center City.  
     The Open Church program provided sandwiches to the homeless at 
the park on the final Sunday of the month along with a small worship 
service.  More information on the new program will be provided at a later date.  
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(The following article comes from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference website) 
 

 
  

UMCOR grants aid cyclone response 
United Methodists are starting to respond to those affected by Cyclone Idai, which left 
devastation in parts of three African countries and killed 500 people, with hundreds more still 
missing. 
 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief has allocated three $10,000 grants for immediate, 
emergency short-term funding to meet basic human needs in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Malawi. Those needs include water transportation and storage for drinking, cooking and 
personal and domestic hygiene, along with temporary shelter. 

 

“We’re assessing and working with our disaster management coordinator in the field,” said 
Laurie W. Felder, UMCOR’s director of international disaster response. READ MORE 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 (The following article comes from the People of the United Methodist Church 
website) 
 

 What If the church confronted the opioid crisis? 

 

Ann Hammond tells the Rev. Barry Steiner Ball of her plans for creating a recovery house 
for women living with addiction in an older home on the grounds of United Methodist 
Temple in Clarksburg, W.Va. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.. 

By Joey Butler 
March 25, 2019 

 

Editor’s note: This is the first in an ongoing series about churches in West Virginia dealing with 
the opioid crisis. 
     Ann Hammond, a member of United Methodist Temple in Clarksburg, West Virginia, and a 
recovering heroin addict, said that her church was one of the only places she still felt some 
comfort during her struggle with addiction.   
     “Churches can help break the stigma and support families of addicts. Acknowledge that it 
can be any family; addiction knows no class,” said Hammond, who’s now 12 years clean and 
works as a peer recovery coach for First Choice Services, an addiction resource center.         
READ MORE 
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